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�
I.	OPENING TIME





QUESTIONS:





What is an espionage agent?


The term “comfort zone” is used to describe an environment people consciously or unconsciously seek.  What does it mean?  (Generally, it is an environment of safety, absent of pressure, insecurity or risk.)


What does an espionage agent need to learn about comfort zones?


How does an espionage agent operate in a foreign environment?  (They don’t rent a shop and put up a sign out front that says, “Hello.  My name is Joe Enemy.  I am here to spy on you, invade your country, and defeat you.”)


Do Christians have a “comfort zone”?  


Would you say that “The Church” could be a comfort zone for Christians?


Are Christians ever asked to venture out of “The Church” into “The World” on spiritual espionage missions?  If so, what are some of the dangers?


Would you also consider it to be possible that some Christians prefer sitting in the security of the comfort zone of “The Church” to the threat of venturing out into “The World” on a spiritual espionage mission?


Suppose someone is wounded on one of the missions into “The World”.  What are the different responses of those who stayed in the comfort zone of “The Church” as observers?





SCRIPTURE:  


(1 Samuel 27:1-7 NIV)  But David thought to himself, "One of these days I will be destroyed by the hand of Saul. The best thing I can do is to escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will give up searching for me anywhere in Israel, and I will slip out of his hand." {2} So David and the six hundred men with him left and went over to Achish son of Maoch king of Gath. {3} David and his men settled in Gath with Achish. Each man had his family with him, and David had his two wives: Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail of Carmel, the widow of Nabal. {4} When Saul was told that David had fled to Gath, he no longer searched for him. {5} Then David said to Achish, "If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place be assigned to me in one of the country towns, that I may live there. Why should your servant live in the royal city with you?" {6} So on that day Achish gave him Ziklag, and it has belonged to the kings of Judah ever since. {7} David lived in Philistine territory a year and four months.


What does David realize is possible in v.1?


What does David decide to do?


Why is Gath an unusual hiding place for David?


 (1 Samuel 17:4 NIV)  A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet tall.


What was Gath’s claim to fame?





(1 Samuel 17:8 NIV)  Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me.


(1 Samuel 17:32 NIV)  David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him."


(1 Samuel 17:48-51 NIV)  As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. {49} Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. {50} So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. {51} David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine's sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.


How did David relate to the hero of Gath?  


David kills the “hometown hero” of Gath and now is moving his entire operation to that city.  What do you think the headlines of THE GATH GAZETTE said when the story of David coming to town was confirmed?





Suppose Dave approached you about this strategy of escape from Saul and asked you if you would go with him.  What responses would go through your mind?


Do you think David was leaving his comfort zone to go to Gath?


If David was such a dreaded enemy of the Philistines, why do you suppose a Philistine king would welcome him to come stay in Philistia?


What do you think David said to Achish that influenced him to believe it was O.K. to have David live in his country?


Do you think David was defecting against his country?


How could he justify this action?


Do you think David left some fellow Israelites behind in a “comfort zone”?  What do you think they might have said about him when they learned of his “defection”?


Do you think this is a “compromise” on David’s part to retreat to the enemy for protection?





(1 Samuel 27:8-12 NIV)  Now David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites and the Amalekites. (From ancient times these peoples had lived in the land extending to Shur and Egypt.) {9} Whenever David attacked an area, he did not leave a man or woman alive, but took sheep and cattle, donkeys and camels, and clothes. Then he returned to Achish. {10} When Achish asked, "Where did you go raiding today?" David would say, "Against the Negev of Judah" or "Against the Negev of Jerahmeel" or "Against the Negev of the Kenites." {11} He did not leave a man or woman alive to be brought to Gath, for he thought, "They might inform on us and say, 'This is what David did.'" And such was his practice as long as he lived in Philistine territory. {12} Achish trusted David and said to himself, "He has become so odious to his people, the Israelites, that he will be my servant forever."


What did David do during this time with the Philistines (vs. 8, 9)?


NOTE:  The Geshurites, Girzites, and Amalekites were neither Philistine or Israeli people, simply nomadic tribes that lived between Israel and Philistia.  They were the people God had instructed the Israelites to destroy when He led them into the Promised Land.


Upon his return, Achish would ask David where he had been raiding.  David would say Judah, Jehrameel, or the Kenites, (Israeli people or friends, enemies of Achish.)  Why do you think David lied?


According to v.12, what was Achish’s assessment of David’s activities?


Based on David’s actions, do you think he had defected to the enemy?


Based on what you know about human nature, do you think his fellow Israelites were critical of him for going to Gath?


Based on his activities while living there, do you think David had forsaken God’s plan for David’s service to the nation of Israel as King?


Was David compromising his “Christian” character?


Should David have operated in a different manner?


How do you think God felt about David’s duplicity?


Would some people today call David a hypocrite?





BOTTOM LINE:


David was betrayed and forsaken by his own people.  In order to survive, he was forced to become a “sabotage agent” in the enemy territory.  He used the opportunity to continue with God’s plan for him as the next king of Israel.  He learned to venture out of his comfort zone in order to do the work God had planned for him.


There may be times when we will be betrayed and/or forsaken by our own people and forced to enter enemy territory.  Will we view this as an opportunity from God to do His work?  Will we defect to the enemy?  Will we measure our success or failure on this mission by others who attack us from the safety of their comfort zone?


CLOSE WITH PRAYER.


�
II.	TABLE TIME





	QUESTION:	Name one thing you think that might be a threat to the comfort zone of a Christian.





SCRIPTURE:


(John 17:14-18 NIV)  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. {15} My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. {16} They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. {17} Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. {18} As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.


Jesus is praying for His disciples.  He has given them God’s word (as He has given to us as well).  How does Jesus say the world responds (v.14)?


Would you say that hatred by the world is something that fits outside a Christian’s comfort zone?


From the sound of it, if the world hates Christians, Christians would be well-advised to stay out of it, right?  Does that agree with Jesus’ prayer in v.15?  (NO)


Not only is Jesus not asking His father to take them (and us) out of the world, what is He planning for them (and us)?  (He is sending us into the world.)


Is Jesus not aware this is an uncomfortable thing to ask Christians to do?





THE SCRIPTURE ABOVE SAYS THE WORLD HATES CHRISTIANS; HOW DOES GOD FEEL ABOUT THE WORLD?





(John 3:16 NIV)  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.


How does God feel about the world?  (This is a love of commitment, not attraction.)


How did God demonstrate His level of commitment?


How do you think He wants us to feel?  (The same way, with a love of commitment, not attraction.  See I John 2:15, 16 for clarification between the two.)





IS GOD’S LOVE FOR THE WORLD JUST BETWEEN HIM AND THE WORLD, OR DOES HE EXPECT CHRISTIANS TO GET INVOLVED?





(Mark 16:15 NIV)  He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.


What was the last thing Jesus said before He ascended into heaven?


Doesn’t He understand this command will threaten the comfort zone of most Christians to have to intermix with the world?





DOES THE BIBLE SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THE BEHAVIOR OR CONDUCT OF CHRISTIANS “INVADING” THE ENEMY TERRITORY OF THE WORLD?





(Matthew 10:16-17 NIV)  I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. {17} "Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues.


How does Jesus say they are supposed to operate?


Wait a minute!  Jesus says they will be persecuted in the synagogues in v.17.  Isn’t that a “comfort zone” like our Church where we go for safety?


You think Jesus means we might have some of The World in Our Church?





�
(1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NIV)  Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. {20} To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. {21} To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. {22} To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. {23} I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.


How does Paul, by his own example, say we are to relate to The World?


Is this an example of a Christian who is “unwilling to take a stand!”?


What is Paul’s ultimate goal (v.22) for his conduct?


Is this compromise with The World?


( (2 Corinthians 10:3-4 NIV)  For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. {4} The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.





“IF I ACT THAT WAY AROUND PEOPLE IN THE WORLD, DON’T YOU UNDERSTAND I WOULD BEGIN TO GET A BAD REPUTATION AMONG THE PEOPLE IN OUR CHURCH?”





(Matthew 11:18-19 NIV)  For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' {19} The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions."


Is Jesus’ reputation a little soiled in v.19?


Are you willing to risk your reputation to pattern the way you relate to The World after Jesus?


Was Jesus unwilling to take a stand so people could see how righteous He was?


Do you think some Christians would be out of their comfort zone to have the same reputation as Jesus?





(Galatians 2:11-16 NIV)  When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. {12} Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. {13} The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. {14} When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? {15} "We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners' {16} know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.


What does Paul say about Peter in v.11?


At one point, Peter was conducting himself correctly with people of The World.  When, and because of whom, did he get “off track”?


Do people in Our Church cause us to lose sight of how we are to relate to people in The World?





BUT AREN’T WE SUPPOSED TO STAY AWAY FROM CERTAIN “BAD INFLUENCES”?





(1 Corinthians 5:9-13 NIV)  I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people-- {10} not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. {11} But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. {12} What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? {13} God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."


Who does Paul say to avoid in v.9?


Is he saying avoid them in The World or in Our Church?





	WHAT ARE CHRISTIANS SUPPOSED TO SAY WHEN THEY GO TO THE WORLD?





(2 Corinthians 5:17-20 NIV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! {18} All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: {19} that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. {20} We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.


What does v.20 say we should tell The World?





ARE YOU SURE WE HAVE TO LEAVE OUR CHURCH TO GO OUT INTO THE WORLD TO TELL THEM ABOUT BEING RECONCILED TO GOD THROUGH JESUS?





(Matthew 5:14-16 NIV)  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. {15} Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. {16} In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.


What do you think this tells us to do?








BOTTOM LINE:





Are you willing to leave your spiritual comfort zone to become an effective espionage agent in the world for God?





CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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