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I.
OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:

· Have you ever been threatened or felt threatened?

· Have you ever been rescued from danger?

· Someone climbs a ladder onto a rooftop to make a repair; the ladder falls and the person is stranded on the roof. . .a threatening situation.  What does this person need?

· Mosquitoes in the northwest U.S. and Canada are fierce in summer months.  What is an instinctive response we might have to a mosquito attacking our ear?  (Kill that thing!)

· Every year, grizzly bears in the same areas of the northwest regularly attack hikers and campers.  What are the different responses a person could have to a bear attack?

· What is the difference between our response to the mosquito attack and the grizzly attack?

· Suppose a person is in a small rowboat in the middle of a very large lake on a hot summer afternoon.  Without warning, a severe thunderstorm blows across the lake; the boater is in the midst of a threat of danger.  What can the boater do?

· Sometimes overcoming the source of the threat is appropriate…as in the case of the mosquito.  Sometimes it is not…as in the case of the grizzly, the person stranded on the roof, and the boater.

· Are there different threats to our well-being?  (Of course!)

· Are there different responses to those threats?  (Certainly)

SCRIPTURE:  I Samuel 21 - 24.  (Quoted from N.I.V. unless otherwise noted.)

The scripture in this lesson contrasts two men in threatening situations and their response to the threats.

I Samuel 21 - 23; A Summary.

The scripture preceding chapter 21 clearly pointed out that Saul viewed David as a threat to his kingdom.  Saul decides the best way to deal with this threat was to eliminate David.  The result of Saul’s response to his perceived threat from David became a real threat to David; he is forced to become an innocent fugitive.  Some of the “highlights” of his life as a fugitive:

· David goes to Ahimelech the priest for food and supplies and is spotted by one of Saul’s men, Doeg the Edomite.

· From there David flees to another country, Gath, where he is quickly recognized and labeled a threat to Achish, king of Gath.  He feigned insanity to appear to be less of a threat.  (Criminals do this all the time today. . .perhaps this was the first “innocent by reason of insanity” plea.)

· From there, David goes to the cave of Adullam, where he attracted a band of followers; four hundred men who were indebt or were malcontents.

· Next, he runs to Moab where he stays until a prophet advises him it would be in his best interest to move on.

· Saul learns the whereabouts of David and his men, Doeg informs Saul of Ahimilech’s assistance of David.  Saul orders Doeg to kill Ahimilech, 85 other priests, and an entire town of men, women, children and livestock in retaliation for Ahimelech helping David.  David accepts the responsibility for the massacre.

· David enters a battle with his enemies, the Philistines, to protect his fellow countrymen in the town of Keilah.  Saul hears David is at Keilah and plans to attack.  David investigates, and discovers, that the people of Keilah (the ones he had just saved from the Philistines) will hand him over to Saul.  David leaves Keilah.

· David goes to the Desert of Ziph; the Ziphites go to Saul and promise to hand David over to him.  Saul receives a message of a Philistine invasion and suspends his pursuit of David.

(1 Samuel 24:1-4 NIV)  After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, "David is in the Desert of En Gedi." {2} So Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. {3} He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. {4} The men said, "This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.'" Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul's robe.

· Saul returns from the skirmish with the Philistines and resumes his pursuit of David.  David and his men are hiding in a cave.  Unaware of David’s presence in the cave, Saul enters. . .to go to the bathroom!  Talk about a golden opportunity for David!  As if David might not be aware of how great the opportunity was, his men take it upon themselves to clarify it for him.  What do they say to him in v.4?

· What does David do with the “opportunity”?

· Consider this situation:  David has been wrongly accused, pursued, harassed, and under threat of death by Saul.  Now, Saul has been put in front of him, blindly defenseless for David to do anything he wishes.

· What would be the justification for David eliminating Saul?

(1 Samuel 24:5-15 NIV)  Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. {6} He said to his men, "The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD." {7} With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way. {8} Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. {9} He said to Saul, "Why do you listen when men say, 'David is bent on harming you'? {10} This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, 'I will not lift my hand against my master, because he is the Lord's anointed.' {11} See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. {12} May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. {13} As the old saying goes, 'From evildoers come evil deeds,' so my hand will not touch you. {14} "Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? {15} May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from your hand."


· What does David do to Saul?

· What does v.5 tell us about David’s values?  (Suffered guilt for cutting Saul’s robe, when the average person would have considered him more than justified in killing him.)

· David’s men wanted him to kill Saul; what order did David give them in v.7?  What do you think they thought of David’s order?

· David lets Saul escape from the cave unharmed, then calls out to him, paying homage to him while addressing him.  What does David ask Saul in v.9?

· David said that slander and rumors had caused this conflict between the two of them.  Do you think that rumors still cause the same type of conflicts between people today?

· What “proof” did David offer Saul in vs. 10, 11 that he did not intend to kill him?

· David gives the reason for not taking matters in his own hands in vs. 12, 15.  What was his reason?

· What causes some of us to have difficulty understanding David’s reasoning?

· Why do we prefer taking control of our own threatening situations?

· Scores of movies, books, and stories tell of oppressed people (underdogs), that are abused, endangered, threatened, and even harmed unjustly by some “bully”.  The most popular ending to these stories, movies, and books is the one in which the victim retaliates, and even destroys the oppressor.  How does Hollywood’s response to the threat compare to David’s, in which he said God would…“be our judge and decide between us…[will] consider my cause and uphold it; [will] vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”? (v.15)

· Perhaps the reason David’s reliance on God for his deliverance makes so little sense to us is that our focus is more on the threat and what we need to do to overcome or escape the threat.  David’s threat was from Saul. . .where was his focus for deliverance?  (On God.)

· What could have been his focus?  (On killing, or eliminating the source of the threat, Saul.)

· Over time, we develop a “destroy the opposition mentality when we encounter threatening environments.  But consider the man on the roof whose ladder fell.  He is in a threatening environment, but destruction is not the solution.  He is in desperate need of rescue, not destruction.

· David knew the difference between deliverance from God and destroying the opposition with God’s help.  David’s threat from Goliath called for God’s destruction and David’s involvement; David’s threat from Saul called for God’s rescue and David’s self-control.

· Suppose our threat is from a spouse, parent, child, or friend resulting from rumors or slander.  Is destruction of the opposition an appropriate response?  Is it all that difficult to understand the value of God’s rescue blended with our self-control and trust in Him?

· Saul had a “take charge” mentality about overcoming the threat to his well-being; kill David.  Where did he miss the boat?  His solution to threat was totally inconsistent with God’s will for his life.

· David had a “may the Lord vindicate me by delivering me from your hand” response to the threat from Saul. . .totally consistent with God’s will for his life, (and totally contrasted to the response God wanted David to have toward Goliath).

BOTTOM LINE:

· What are the “threats” in your life?

· Are they “perceived” threats like Saul’s or “real” threats like David’s?

· How do you respond to threats in your life. . .according to what God wants you to do or according to a “take charge” mindset of your own?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

II.
TABLE TIME


QUESTION:
Give an example of one of the following:
1. a real threat people face, or


2. a perceived threat that people make real only in their mind.

SCRIPTURE:

(Daniel 3:13-29 NIV)  Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, {14} and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? {15} Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?" {16} Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. {17} If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. {18} But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." {19} Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual {20} and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. {21} So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. {22} The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, {23} and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. {24} Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king." {25} He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." {26} Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, {27} and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. {28} Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. {29} Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way."
· Is someone in a threatening situation here?  Who?  Why?  What are their options of response?

· If eliminating the threat of danger had been their criteria for selecting the right response, what would their response have been?  (All they needed to do was worship the gods of the Babylonian king. . .the threat would have been totally diffused.)

· A greater criteria for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego than escaping or eliminating the threat was pleasing God.  They didn’t even feel obligated to explain their rationale to the king, (v.16).  As a matter of fact, deliverance from the threat without harm was not their measure of success.  What do they tell the king in vs. 17, 18?

· Suppose we were facing the same situation as these men.  Chances are good that we would call the 24-hour prayer line and ask them to pray for God to deliver us from this attack by Satan!  Instinctively, we measure God’s control of the situation by whether or not we get out of it unharmed.  Are we willing to say the same thing these men said. . .”But even if he does not. . .”?

· If escaping without harm had been the basis for their theology, what would they have been thinking when the furnace was heated up and they were about to be thrown in?

· What was the ultimate outcome?

· Is there something in this scripture that we need to learn to employ in our own threatening situations?

(Daniel 6:1-25 NIV)  It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, {2} with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. {3} Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. {4} At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. {5} Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God." {6} So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: "O King Darius, live forever! {7} The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. {8} Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered--in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." {9} So King Darius put the decree in writing. {10} Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. {11} Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. {12} So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: "Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions' den?" The king answered, "The decree stands--in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." {13} Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day." {14} When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. {15} Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, "Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed." {16} So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" {17} A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel's situation might not be changed. {18} Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. {19} At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. {20} When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" {21} Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! {22} My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king." {23} The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. {24} At the king's command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions' den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. {25} Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land: "May you prosper greatly!
· What was the source of threat to Daniel’s well-being (v.4)?  (Jealous peers)

· What did these jealous peers plan to use against Daniel (vs. 5 - 9)?  (His faith in God.)

· If Daniel’s faith in God was the target of attack against him and escaping a threatening situation was the ultimate goal, what should Daniel have done?  (Denounced his faith in God.)

· Instead of escaping harm, what was the greater concern to Daniel?  (Pleasing God)

· When we face a threatening situation, which comes to our mind first, escaping unharmed or pleasing God?

· Perhaps many of us are nonchalant about our privilege or freedom to pray.  In reality, which would we be least willing to give up, our prayer life or our physical life?  (How would your prayer life be affected if we were told we would be killed if we prayed to God?)

· How did Daniel respond to this threat (v.10)?

· Did God keep him from being thrown in the lion’s den?

· What was the outcome?

(Matthew 14:1-12 NIV)  At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, {2} and he said to his attendants, "This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." {3} Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, {4} for John had been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." {5} Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet. {6} On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased Herod so much {7} that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. {8} Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." {9} The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted {10} and had John beheaded in the prison. {11} His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. {12} John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.

· Was John in a threatening situation (vs. 3 - 5)?

· Had he simply wanted to escape threat of danger, what should John have done?  (Apologize to Herod for what he said about Herod’s adulterous relationship with his own brother’s wife.)

· What happened to John (vs. 10 - 12)?

· Did God not love John or want to protect him?

· Looking at this situation, does the Bible guarantee our deliverance from threatening situations?

(Luke 22:14 NIV)  When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.

(Luke 22:21-22 NIV)  But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. {22} The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him."

(Luke 22:41 NIV)  He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed,

(Luke 23:35-37 NIV)  The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." {36} The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar {37} and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."

(Luke 23:46 NIV)  Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.

· Who is in a threatening situation here (vs. 14, 21)?

· Who is the “apparent” source of Jesus’ impending danger?  (Judas)  Was Judas the real reason Jesus was about to be endangered?  (No)

· How did Jesus pray about what he was facing?

· If escaping a threatening situation had been Jesus’ ultimate goal, what should he have done (vs. 35 - 37)?

· Did God get him out of the threatening situation without harm?

· Did Jesus not have enough faith when he was praying. . .is that why he was killed?  Did God not hear his prayer?

· Based on this, does the Bible guarantee deliverance from threatening situations?

· Jesus prayed as he faced death, “. . .yet not my will, but yours be done.”  Is this a lack of faith?

· Are we willing to pray the same about our situations?

(Acts 4:18-20, 29 NIV)  Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. {19} But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. {20} For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 

{29} Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.

· Why were Peter and John being threatened?

· If escaping the threat of danger was their greatest concern, what should they have done?

· Would it have seemed O.K. for them to pray for “a hedge of protection around them” as they preached in the future so this wouldn’t happen again?

· What did they pray for instead (v.29)?

· If we knew that doing God’s will would jeopardize our safety, would we pray more for God’s will, or our safety?

(Acts 8:1-3 NIV)  And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. {2} Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. {3} But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.

· Who was a threat to the church?

· How serious was the threat?

· Suppose someone in your church was killed for their beliefs by someone whose goal was to destroy your church.  How would you and your church pray for this person?

· What ultimately happened to this executioner of the early Christians?  He was to become the great apostle, Paul; authoring more of the New Testament than anyone else and the greatest missionary in his day the Christian faith has ever had.

· What does this tell us about how to pray for a person we think is a threat to us?

BOTTOM LINE:

· It would be very “convenient” to have a God that would follow us around like a genie in a bottle granting us all our wishes just the way we ask.  God does not operate by that standard.  Read:

 (Job 23:13 NIV)  "But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases.

 (Psalms 115:3 NIV)  Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.

 (Psalms 135:6 NIV)  The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.

 (Daniel 4:35 NIV)  All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?"

· According to these verses, what is God’s criteria?

The question facing us is:  “Are we willing to place our trust in God in the same manner as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and pray as they did, ‘The God we serve is able to rescue     us, . . .but even if He does not. . .’”;

or in the same manner as Jesus when He prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing. . .yet not my will, but yours be done.’?”

· Can we place our trust in a God who “does whatever pleases Him the most”?

CLOSE WITH A SUGGESTED PRAYER: Lord, help us to deal honestly and with integrity as to whether or not we trust you with our threatening situations.
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