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I.
OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:

· What are some of the characteristics of a friend?

· How does a friend differ from an acquaintance?

· When do we enjoy being with friends?

· When do we need to be with friends?

· What are some of the obstacles to friendship?

· Have you ever known someone who seemed to have many friends?

· How many true friends would you estimate the average person has?

SCRIPTURE:  (All quotes are from the N.I.V. unless otherwise noted.)

(1 Samuel 18:1-4 NIV)  After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. {2} From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. {3} And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. {4} Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.

· How does v.1 describe the relationship between Jonathan and David?

· What does the phrase “one in spirit” communicate about their friendship?  (Many of the other translations say:  “...the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David...”.)

· Perhaps a word we use more often today would be “bonded”.  What do we mean when we say two materials are “bonded” together as one?

· What happens when you try to separate two materials that have been “bonded” together?

· Another aspect of bonding two materials is that a third “adhesive” material (or energy) is required to join the two.  Do you suppose there was a “third” party involved in this bonding between David and Jonathan?

· Verse 1 said Jonathan loved him (David) as himself.  What are some of the evidences that we love ourselves (more than others)?

· Have you ever known someone whom you truly felt loved you as much as they loved themselves?

· Do you think it is possible that some people in our society today might be uncomfortable talking about two men or two women having a friendship this strong?  Why?

(A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR TO THE LEADER:  I feel strongly about the impact our society has had on us in the area of homosexuality.  I think we have been duped into believing it is better to be “politically correct” and accept homosexuality as approved behavior than to stand firm and say that homosexuality is perverted behavior, outlined in scripture as sin, no more or no less than any other sins which all of us commit for which Jesus died, but definitely sin!  You can offer the following points in your lesson presentation if you would like, or you can delete them.  You decide.)

**We need to clarify before beginning that our society has “stupefied” us into believing that entering this kind of strong friendship is the beginning of some alternative lifestyle based on latent homosexual tendencies suppressed by everyone, and which is acceptable behavior in our world today. . .that is a CROCK!  IT IS NOT!

Therefore, many “straight” people pull their shell in a little tighter around them, shutting out all friendly intruders for fear they will be accosted by some gay person!

We also need to clarify that the Bible is crystal clear about homosexuality being sin, regardless of what some gay minister says on a T.V. talk show.  Sin is sin, and one is not a “better” sin than another. . .Jesus died for all our sins, and forgiveness is available for all who repent; the purpose of the lesson is not to argue whether or not gays are more or less forgiven than straight people for their sins.  We do need, however, to understand that this lesson deals with friendship from a solid scriptural basis and does not lead to, or condone, any deviant, sexual behavior.

· Verse 3 says Jonathan entered a covenant with David because he “loved him as himself”.  What is a covenant?

· Jonathan obviously felt this covenant needed to have some “material anchor” that would demonstrate the value of the friendship.  What does v.4 say Jonathan was willing to invest in this friendship?

· Have you ever had a friend give you something of great value to them?

· How did you feel when you understood this valuable item was a gift to you?

· Do you have a friend with whom you are willing to share anything you own, or vice versa?

· Conversely, why are we hesitant to give anything we have to a stranger?

· Would you say, then, that one of the “earmarks” of our friendship with others could be our willingness to share the things in our lives with them?

· The balance of Chapter 18 tells of David’s success and Saul’s jealousy of him.  This puts Jonathan in an awkward position between his friend and his father.

(1 Samuel 19:1-7 NIV)  Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan was very fond of David {2} and warned him, "My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. {3} I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I'll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out." {4} Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, "Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. {5} He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?" {6} Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: "As surely as the LORD lives, David will not be put to death." {7} So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before.

· How would you describe Jonathan’s role?

· How effective was Jonathan as a mediator and negotiator?

· How would you summarize Jonathan’s action into a statement concerning friendship?  (Friends “stick up” for their friends when others are against them.)

· The balance of Chapter 19 tells of Saul breaking his word and renewing the attempts to kill David.

(1 Samuel 20:1-4 NIV)  Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, "What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to take my life?" {2} "Never!" Jonathan replied. "You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn't do anything, great or small, without confiding in me. Why would he hide this from me? It's not so!" {3} But David took an oath and said, "Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said to himself, 'Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.' Yet as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death." {4} Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you want me to do, I'll do for you."

· David clarifies for Jonathan the threat of death he feels from Saul.  Jonathan is convinced of the severity of David’s situation.  What is he willing to do to help David in v.4?

· Verses 5 - 30 tell of the plan David and Jonathan devised to assess Saul’s intentions toward David.  The plan included a re-statement of their commitment to each other.  Do you think it is important to “state the obvious” to our friends, and let them hear from us our commitment to them?

(1 Samuel 20:30-34 NIV)  Saul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, "You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don't I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you? {31} As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!" {32} "Why should he be put to death? What has he done?" Jonathan asked his father. {33} But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. {34} Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the month he did not eat, because he was grieved at his father's shameful treatment of David.

· What did Saul call Jonathan in v.30?  (Anyone care to give that a current translation?)

· What does Saul remind Jonathan in v.31 his friendship with David will cost him?

· How many people do you know who would give up a kingdom for their friend?

· Do you have a friend who would do that for you?

· Would you do that for your friend?

· What did Saul tell Jonathan to do in v.31?

· How did Saul react to Jonathan’s response to this command?

· Would you say that “willingness to risk my life for you” would be the earmark of a true friend?

· Is there someone who would do that for you?

· Is there someone for whom you would risk your life?

(1 Sam 20:17 NIV)  And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.

· Do you think it is important to “state the obvious” to our friends, and let them hear from us our commitment to them?

(1 Samuel 20:23 NIV)  And about the matter you and I discussed--remember, the LORD is witness between you and me forever."

(1 Samuel 20:41-42 NIV)  After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together--but David wept the most. {42} Jonathan said to David, "Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, 'The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.'" Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.

· David and Jonathan are forced to separate, but their friendship still has a “bonding” that will continue.  Based on vs. 23 and 42, what (who) is “between” David and Jonathan. . .the “adhesive” that will hold their friendship together, no matter how far they are pulled apart?

· People often say they “have something in common” with their friend.  Suppose a person has entered a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and, according to II Cor. 5:17 that person is a new creation.  This person develops a friendship with another person who has the same relationship with God.  What are some of the things you would expect these two people to “have in common”?

· Would you expect that having God “between you and your friend” might “change the rules” of that friendship?

· Why do you think having God in the middle of a friendship might strengthen the relationship?

· Do you have a friendship in which you honestly feel God is the cohesive element in the center?

· If you were rating Jonathan and David’s friendship on a scale of 1 - 10, what score would you give?  Why?

· If you were rating yourself as a friend to others on the same basis, how would you score?

BOTTOM LINE:

(James 2:23 NIV)  And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.

· Based on your faith in Him, would God call you His friend?

· If your friendship with God is established through faith in His son, do you see friendship with others in which God is the bonding agent as:

1.
Optional, if convenient.

2.
Important, but still based on convenience.

3.
A reflection of your friendship with God and important, regardless of the cost.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

II.
TABLE TIME


QUESTION:

· Who was one of  your best friends in grade school and where are they now?

SCRIPTURE:

(Proverbs 17:17 NIV)  A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

· When is a friend to be a friend?

(Proverbs 18:24 NIV)  A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

· What does this tell us about the difference between acquaintances and friends?

· Have you ever experienced a difficult situation in life when many of your “so-called friends” disappeared?

· Have you been fortunate enough to go through tough times and have someone surprise you by being more of a friend than you expected?

(Proverbs 27:10 NIV)  Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father, and do not go to your brother's house when disaster strikes you-- better a neighbor nearby than a brother far away.

· What should we not do?

(Proverbs 27:17 NIV)  As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.

· What can a friend do?

· Have you ever tried to cut something with a dull knife or a dull pair of scissors?  How would you contrast the task using a sharp instrument?

· What are some ways that people who don’t have our best interest at heart tend to “dull us” rather than help keep us sharp?

· What are some ways that our friends “keep us sharp”?

· Do you have a friend that helps you function better?

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 NIV)  Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: {10} If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! {11} Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? {12} Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

· What do these verses tell us about a friend?

(Proverbs 16:28 NIV)  A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.

· What does this verse tell us is an “outside” threat to friendship?

(Proverbs 17:9 NIV)  He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.

· What does this verse tell us is an “inside” threat to friendship?

(John 15:14-17 NIV)  You are my friends if you do what I command. {15} I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. {16} You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. {17} This is my command: Love each other.
· What did Jesus say was necessary to be his friend? (v.14)

· What does v.15 say is the result of that friendship with Jesus?

· In v. 16 Jesus continues, telling his disciples. . .and us. . .what we should be doing as the result of this friendship with Him.  What is our task?

· As if He wanted to make certain we didn’t get confused, He clarified His wishes in v.17, even making it clear that it is a command.  What does He want us to do?

(1 John 1:3 NIV)  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

· What did the apostle say was a motivation for, and a result of, talking with people about Jesus Christ?

· Have you ever noticed that there is a unique “fellowship” between people who have a common bond in Jesus Christ?  (Perhaps someone can even attest to meeting total strangers that share this fellowship because of their faith in Jesus Christ.)

(Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV)  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. {25} Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

· What do these verses tell us to do?

BOTTOM LINE:

· What things are you doing well in terms of being a friend to others?

· What areas do you need to improve?

· Do you have a friendship(s) in which God is the bonding between you and your friend?  Do you have a friendship in which He isn’t, but should be?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.  

(…Asking God to teach us how to be the friend to others that He wants us to be.)
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