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I.
OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:

· Have you ever heard the expression, “What price glory?”  What does it mean?

· When you think of individuals who have gone “from rags to riches”, who comes to mind?

· Many people view successful people through eyes of envy, thinking their own lives would be carefree if they too were successful.  What are some of the benefits accompanying success?  What could be some of the disadvantages?

· What are some of the criteria people use to measure success?

· Is success a guarantee of happiness?

NOTE TO THE LEADER:  The following illustration about success is optional.

Many times, we measure success with money or accomplishments in career.  Is achieving either wrong?  Will they guarantee happiness?  Are success and happiness even related?  In 1923, apparently someone was interested in researching the relative importance of success.  In 1923:

· Charles Schwab was the president of the largest steel company;

· Howard Hobson was president of the largest gas company;

· Richard Whitney was president of the New York Stock Exchange;

· Arthur Cooger was touted as the greatest wheat speculator;

· Cosabee Rivermore was called The Great Bear of Wall Street.

What happened to these men?

· Charles Schwab. . .died a pauper.

· Howard Hobson. . .ultimately diagnosed as hopelessly insane.

· Richard Whitney. . .released from prison so he could die at home.

· Arthur Cooger died abroad. . .insolvent.

· Cosabee Rivermore. . .committed suicide.

· Before hearing their destiny, would we have labeled these men a success?

· After hearing the last chapter of their life, would we say they were successful?

· How do people respond to their friends when they experience some type of success?

· Most people would say, “Oh, I’m delighted for them!”  . . .Do you think that person could be lying?

· How would you feel about a friend of yours who becomes an overnight success?

· Have you ever known people who give lip service to being happy for the success of others, but inside are consumed with envy and jealousy?

· If people could choose between success and wisdom, which do you think would be chosen the most?

· Are wisdom and success mutually exclusive?

· What are some of the products or services on the market today that are designed to assure our success?


SCRIPTURE:   I Samuel 18.

NOTE TO THE LEADER:  In order to keep the content down to a manageable amount, this lesson will not attempt to explore all the topics uncovered in chapter 18.  Therefore, a recap of the chapter might be advisable, in which the following could be mentioned.

· A strong friendship develops between David and Jonathan.

· Saul was both jealous and afraid of David.  Because of this, Saul tried to put David in dangerous situations so he would be killed.

· Saul promised David his daughter, Merab, in marriage in return for David’s serving in battle, then broke the promise.

· Saul offered a second daughter, Michal, in return for killing 100 Philistines, thinking this would surely bring about his death. . .David killed 200 instead.

· When Saul realized his own daughter loved David more than him and that the Lord was with David, he “became still more afraid of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days”.

(1 Samuel 18:5-7 NIV)  Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the people, and Saul's officers as well. {6} When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with tambourines and lutes. {7} As they danced, they sang: "Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands."

· Many people have performance evaluations in their jobs.  Let’s evaluate David’s performance based on the information given to us in these three verses.

· How did David respond to tasks assigned to him?

· Based on the response of David’s military associates when he received promotions, how would you rate his abilities to get along with others in the workplace?

· Based on the response of the people when David returned from battle, did he have the popular support of the people?

(1 Samuel 18:8-9 NIV)  Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. "They have credited David with tens of thousands," he thought, "but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?" {9} And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David.

· Almost everyone was pleased with David’s success.  How would you describe Saul’s feelings toward David?

· Have you ever experienced the rewards of a job well done, only to become aware someone was jealous of you?  Suppose that person was your boss. . .what impact could that have on your career or opportunities for advancement?

· What does v.9 tell us about the support and encouragement David can expect from his boss?

· How would you like knowing that your superior was angered by your popularity with others, jealous of your accomplishments, and thought you wanted his job?

(1 Samuel 18:10-16 NIV)  The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully upon Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the harp, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand {11} and he hurled it, saying to himself, "I'll pin David to the wall." But David eluded him twice. {12} Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with David but had left Saul. {13} So he sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men, and David led the troops in their campaigns. {14} In everything he did he had great success, because the LORD was with him. {15} When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. {16} But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in their campaigns.

· Saul’s paranoia about David escalates.  He tries unsuccessfully to kill David twice, but David escapes.  (Perhaps Saul said to himself, “I need some space!  I’ve got to get this guy out of my hair!  He thinks he’s such a military genious, I’ll send him to lead an army in Timbuktu!  That’ll cool his jets!”)

· He decides the best thing to do is commission him to lead 1000 troops to the frontline of a remote battle.  What do vs. 14, 15 say was the outcome of Saul’s strategy to get David away from him?

· What does v.16 say about the result of Saul’s strategy in terms of David’s public appeal?

(1 Samuel 18:30 NIV)  The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did, David met with more success than the rest of Saul's officers, and his name became well known.


Verse 30.

· This verse summarizes David’s career.  Would you say he is a success?

· Do you see any “dark clouds looming on his horizon”?

· What are the different emotions David could be experiencing at this point in his career?

· What do you think has been the secret to his success?

(OPTIONAL)  Our society is very interested in success.  Books are written on how to succeed.  Programs on T.V. have men and women who guarantee financial success if you come to their seminar or order their tapes.  Psychics host T.V. programs so people will call in for their help, the implication of which is that the future will be better for them if they do.  Even some of the religious programs talk about a better life if the viewers do what the minister or preacher       says. . .(by the way, we could use your money!).

The verses in chapter 18 don’t say David read success books or listened to success tapes while he was jogging.  We don’t have any indication that he attended any seminars or got involved in some “success business” that changed his entire opinion of himself.  Positive Mental Attitude is not credited for his success. . .(as a matter of fact, David committed a couple of “P.M.A. NO-NOs” in verses 18 and 23 by talking bad about himself!)  David didn’t even kneel in the endzone after scoring touchdowns against the Philistines!  We don’t have evidence of his eating WHEATIES or drinking lots of orange juice.  He wasn’t asked to give his testimony on the T.V. broadcast of the First Church of Bethlehem.  As far as we know, he didn’t even own a pair of Nike sandals or wear a Rolex sundial.  BMW, Rolls Royce, and Mercedes chariots hadn’t hit the market yet.  We don’t have any evidence of his benefitting from a personal Time Management Program.  When he was interviewed after his victory over Goliath, he wasn’t paid to say he was going to Disney World.  (He wasn’t asked to endorse a line of slings and rocks, either!)  He wasn’t asked to sign a multi-year contract with unlimited stock options.  He found out that his first wife was gonna cost him a bunch. . .and he was such a poor negotiator that he doubled the price on himself!

So!  What was the secret of David’s success?  A comparison of the different translations gives us a linguistic composite that helps us more clearly understand David’s success.

Verse 5.

N.I.V.; “David did it so successfully”, footnotes; or wisely.

KING JAMES; “. . .David. . .behaved himself wisely.”

N.A.S.; “So David. . .prospered”, footnote; or acted wisely.

Verse 14.

N.I.V.; “In everything he did he had great success”, footnote; or he was very wise.

KING JAMES; “. . .David behaved himself wisely”.

N.A.S.; “And David was prospering”, footnotes; or acting wisely.

Verse 30.

N.I.V.; “. . .David met with more success than the rest. . .”, footnotes, or David acted more wisely.

KING JAMES; “. . .David behaved himself more wisely than all. . .”

N.A.S.; “. . .David behaved himself more wisely than all. . .”

· What common thread do you see running through all these translations?

· What does this comparison tell us?  (David’s success was inextricably linked to his wisdom.)

· When did you last look at someone you considered to be wise and make this comment to yourself, “He/She truly is a wise person. . .what a success!”?


BOTTOM LINE:

· Most people would equate abundance of money, i.e. having more money than they could spend, with success.  Yet, most of us would admit we know people in that category that still aren’t happy and/or fulfilled in life, so is money really the measuring stick for success?

(Ecclesiastes 7:12 NIV)  Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor.
· This verse in the Bible acknowledges that money offers a certain protection or shelter to the one possessing it; but, the verse continues by saying that money is not as good as wisdom.  The reason given for the superiority of wisdom over money is that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor. . .the implication of which is that money has the potential to destroy the life of its possessor.

· We have all seen sad examples of people from poverty-level backgrounds that come into a large sum of money.  Often, they don’t handle the money well and end up insolvent a short time later.  By contrast, have you ever known someone you would consider truly wise?  It seems that money is a variable in their life that has no impact on their happiness and fulfillment in life.

· What about you and me?  Do we “look to the bottom line” too often as the measure of our success?  Do we need to begin following a different standard for success?  Could the Bible be right?  Is wisdom available to us?


CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

II.
TABLE TIME


QUESTIONS:

· Who is the smartest person you know?

· Who is the wisest person you know?

(For some, the answer to both questions will be the same person; for others there will be two different people.  Ask the group after everyone has answered why being smart does not always equate to being wise.)


Before we begin, we want to make some points, then verify them in scripture.

1.
(We established this point in the Opening Time.)  The Bible equates success with acting wisely, behaving wisely, and being wise.

2.
There are two kinds of wisdom; do both lead to success?

3.
Since wisdom is the best measure of success, and since there are two kinds of wisdom, there must be two kinds of success.

After we are finished, you can ask yourself which of the two roads to success you would rather travel.


SCRIPTURE:

1.  Wisdom is associated with success.

(1 Samuel 18:5 NIV)  Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the people, and Saul's officers as well.

(1 Samuel 18:14-15 NIV)  In everything he did he had great success, because the LORD was with him. {15} When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him.

(1 Samuel 18:30 NIV)  The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did, David met with more success than the rest of Saul's officers, and his name became well known.

· David was considered successful because he acted wisely, behaved wisely, and was wise.

2.
The Bible identifies two kinds of wisdom; do both lead to success?

(James 3:13-18 NIV)  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. {14} But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. {15} Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. {16} For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. {17} But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. {18} Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.

James 3:13 - 17.

· Verses 13, 17, 18 identify one of the two kinds of wisdom, its attributes, and its source.

· What are the attributes of this kind of wisdom?

· What is the source of this wisdom?

· Verses 14 - 16 identify the other kind of  wisdom, its characteristics, and its sources.

· What are the characteristics of this wisdom?

· What is the source of this wisdom?

Do both lead to success?  Let’s consider both;

· Would you think that a person described as follows could be successful?

· Wise and understanding.

· Has a good life of deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.

· This person is wise, but their wisdom is above criticism. . .no apparent impure motives.

· This person is known for creating and helping to maintain peaceful environments among other people.

· This person is considerate of others, makes his/her personal agenda secondary to the needs of others, demonstrates an unusual ability to look for the good in others rather than dwelling on their obvious faults and, for that reason, inspires them to accomplish some great things.

· This person never allows him/herself to be forced to “take sides” between people that would cause dissension.

· “Sincere” is the description everyone has for this person.

· People even say that after being with this person, they experience a distinctive “closeness with God”.

· Have you ever heard of someone who was described as “successful” that had one or more of these character traits?

· “He/She seemed to be driven by deep-seated, even bitter envy.  His/Her favorite motto was, ‘keeping up with the Joneses is not good enough for me; I want the Joneses struggling to keep up with me!’”

· “He/She was ambitious. . .didn’t care who had to be stepped on in order to make it up the ladder of success. . .always said, ‘Got to look out for No. 1 if you want to make it in this world!  And be tough!  Remember, only the strong survive!’  I guess you could even say he/she was a bit selfish.”

· Braggart.

· Would deny or cover up the truth if necessary.

· “He/She is certainly not what you would call a spiritual or religious person!”

· Of course we have all heard of this second type of success.  As a matter of fact, this type of person gets more “press” in our society than the first.  So, which one really is a success?  The Bible says both are riding two different waves of wisdom to success.  The important question is whether or not these two different waves reach two different shores.

3.
If there are two kinds of wisdom and both lead to success, are there two kinds of success?

(Deuteronomy 8:11-14, 17 NIV)  Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. {12} Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, {13} and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, {14} then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

{17} You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me."
· Moses is addressing the Israelites as their leader on the subject of how they should deal with success.  What does he warn them not to do in v.11?

· What does he say can happen in vs. 12, 13?  Since he doesn’t identify any cause/effect of their success, can we assume the Israelites were facing a good possibility for success with or without God?  (Apparently so.)

· Verse 14 describes the success which excludes God.  What does it say will happen?

· Have you ever known someone whose “. . .silver and gold increased and all they had was multiplied. . .(whose). . .heart became proud and they forgot the Lord their God?”

· Verse 17 provides us a snapshot of the beach onto which this wave will break.  How would you describe the destination of this success?  (The Shores of Ego.)

(Joshua 1:8 NIV)  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

· Joshua is addressing the Israelites as their next leader following Moses, also on the subject of success.  Do you see success for them in this verse?

· What is the difference between the wave of wisdom Joshua was recommending they should ride and the one Moses warned them against in Deuteronomy?  (This one is powered by God and His Word.)

· Does Joshua say this one leads to success?

· How would you describe the destination of this success as contrasted to the first?

· So, if we want to “ride the right wave of the right wisdom to the right shore”, where do we get on?

(James 1:5-8 NIV)  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. {6} But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. {7} That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; {8} he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

· Where does v.5 tell us we can find the right wisdom?

· If we ask God for His wisdom, what response does v.5 say He will have to our prayer?

· What does v.6 warn us not to do if we want to avoid climbing onto the wrong wave?  (Not doubt)

· What is the “positive” way to say the same thing as v.6?  (Have faith in God’s wisdom that He wants to give you.)

Combining Hebrews 11:6 with these verses in James and all the prior verses, we gain valuable insight into the definition of success from God’s perspective.  Let’s recap the points so far;

· Wisdom and success are related.  (I Samuel 18)

· Faith, which pleases God, is the key ingredient required to appropriate God’s wisdom which leads to the successful life God wants for us.  Therefore the wisdom and success God plans for us should be characterized and identified by a life that is pleasing to God.

(Colossians 1:9-12 NIV)  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. {10} And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, {11} being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully {12} giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.

· Which verse speaks about wisdom?  (9)

· What does v.10 say is the relationship between wisdom and pleasing God?

· Would you say that the balance of the verses to v.12 would be a life God would consider successful?

BOTTOM LINE:

· How do you measure success?

· Read Ecclesiastes 2:24 - 26 (N.I.V.)  Is God interested in our success and happiness?

· What is needed in your life to be a success in God’s eyes?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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