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�
I.	OPENING TIME





	QUESTIONS:


At the time of this lesson’s writing, Lou Holtz was the head football coach at Notre Dame, a school considered by many to have a tradition of perhaps the greatest football teams in the history of the sport.  At the time of his arrival, however, Notre Dame was probably at its lowest point of notoriety, suffering the embarrassment of being the loser more often than the winner.  In a short period of time, Holtz turned the team around and won the National Championship.  A great coach?  Looking back, that would be a safe commentary on Holtz’s abilities.  Earlier in his career, that was not a consensus opinion.  While serving as an assistant coach at the University of South Carolina, Mr. Holtz was advised by the head coach, Paul Deitzel, that he should pursue another career because he didn’t have what it took to be a coach!


Many of the great stories of individuals achieving incredible accomplishments in history are like the one of Lou Holtz. . .people who were never considered capable of reaching mediocrity, much less true greatness.


When you think of people in recent years who have accomplished more than seemed possible for them, who comes to your mind?





Why do most people seem to “sell themselves short” in terms of the desire or ability to accomplish goals beyond their apparent grasp?





Elephants are some of the strongest animals alive.  Does anyone know how the animal trainers in the circus keep the elephants from destroying such flimsy tents and escaping?  (Give the group ample time to respond.  If no one knows, tell them that while the elephants are very young, the trainers tie a small rope around their ankles to a small stake driven in the ground.  At first, the young elephants constantly try, and fail, to pull the stake loose or break the rope.  After days and weeks of failing, the young elephants cease trying.  They grow into large, powerful elephants who are “secured” by tiny little ropes tied to a small stake driven in the ground.)


Often, we are like the elephants.  We have small “ropes” in our minds that are tied to little “stakes” in our past that prevent us from accomplishing significant feats in our life.  What are some of our “ropes” and “stakes” that could tie us down?


Why do people sometimes discourage us when we want to do something outside our circle of comfort or ability?





Can a person accomplish impossible goals without God, but with positive mental attitude?


Can positive mental attitude sometimes replace God in a person’s life?





Does God want us to do greater things than often we think possible?





	SCRIPTURE:


(1 Samuel 16:13-23 NIV)  So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. {14} Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. {15} Saul's attendants said to him, "See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. {16} Let our lord command his servants here to search for someone who can play the harp. He will play when the evil spirit from God comes upon you, and you will feel better." {17} So Saul said to his attendants, "Find someone who plays well and bring him to me." {18} One of the servants answered, "I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the harp. He is a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is a fine-looking man. And the LORD is with him." {19} Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, "Send me your son David, who is with the sheep." {20} So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul. {21} David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and David became one of his armor-bearers. {22} Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, "Allow David to remain in my service, for I am pleased with him." {23} Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take his harp and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.


A significant event occurs in David’s life in v.13.  What happened?  (Tread delicately on this subject, but ask the group to focus clearly on what is truly significant in this verse; ask them, “What is more important in this verse about David. . .his ‘anointing’ or ‘the Spirit of the Lord came upon him’?”  [To be sure no one misses the point, it was God’s Spirit coming into his    life. . .the anointing was relatively insignificant to God’s work.])


Many times we focus on the wrong things in our life, looking to the “anointings” and missing the “Spirit of the Lord”.  What could be some of the ways we do that in our lives?





Verses 14 - 23 give us information that helps us understand how God was preparing David for later serving Israel as King.  Though not stated per se, the following could have benefited David as a young man serving the King.


David should have been able to distinguish the difference between the spirit in him, (the Spirit of the Lord. . .in power) from the spirit in Saul, (an evil spirit from the Lord [which] tormented him).  By noting the difference, David’s confidence in himself and in God must have increased as he contrasted Saul’s behavior with his own.


Saul liked him very much.  This probably meant David spent more time than normal with Saul, getting to know Saul and his idiosyncrasies.  This would be a help to David later on when Saul began tracking David in order to kill him.


It was probably as rare then as it is now to find a young man who was as multi-talented as David.  In the male-oriented society of his time, David was strong, a brave man and a warrior, yet ruddy, with a fine appearance, handsome features, and the “sensitivity” of an accomplished musician skilled enough to perform for the King.  As if he needed more, David received the following review from one of Saul’s servants; “. . .he speaks well and is a fine-looking man.  And the Lord is with him.”


David’s level of confidence must have increased as his attributes were exposed to more and more people.  God had given him great potential; David was using it.





 (1 Samuel 17:2-11 NIV)  Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. {3} The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. {4} A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet tall. {5} He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels ; {6} on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. {7} His spear shaft was like a weaver's rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. {8} Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. {9} If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us." {10} Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other." {11} On hearing the Philistine's words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.


The enemy of Israel, Goliath, is portrayed here.  Whose translation tells how tall this man is?  (Nine feet)


How much did his armor weigh?


What was his challenge to the Israelites?


What response did the Israelites have when Goliath threatened them?


How did forty days of Goliath’s threats affect the Israelites? (Verse 11.)


(1 Samuel 17:16 NIV)  For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand.


Verse 16 says that Goliath continued his mental assault on the Israelites for forty days.  Remember the elephant training?  Guess what happens to us when we are “programmed” with the thought of defeat day after day, week after week?  





(1 Samuel 17:25 NIV)  Now the Israelites had been saying, "Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his father's family from taxes in Israel."


Saul even offers a reward for the defeat of Goliath.  What was it?  (v.25)





(1 Samuel 17:26 NIV)  David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?"


David seems to say in v.26 after hearing about the reward, “Now what is the guy gonna get that kills this overgrown braggart?”  What do you think is going through David’s mind at this point?





(1 Samuel 17:28 NIV)  When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle."


Verse 28 gives us a glimpse of someone in David’s life that was not interested in David’s potential; on the contrary, we see someone similar to the elephant trainer tying a rope around David’s self concept and driving it down in the ground.  Who is this person and what would you say he was trying to accomplish in this verse?


Do you recall hearing about Eliab before now?  (Eliab was the tall, older brother of David that was not selected to be king by Samuel. . .he was “passed over” for David.)


Do you think that Eliab could have been jealous of his little brother?


Are there people in our lives that try to “hold us back” because they could be jealous of us?


Could we be guilty of trying to hold someone else back because we are jealous of how God has blessed them?





(1 Samuel 17:29-32 NIV)  "Now what have I done?" said David. "Can't I even speak?" {30} He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. {31} What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. {32} David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him."


Verses 29 - 32 show us David’s confidence is greater than the destructive influence of his brother.  David pursues the matter to the extent that his interest and concern is reported to Saul.  Saul sends for David.


Imagine the scene:  A young shepherd boy shows up on the front lines of battle with food and supplies and is so incensed by the enemy that he creates enough noise over the matter until he gains an audience with the commander-in-chief!  What would the young man say to the King?


How would you label the mission for which David is volunteering in v.32?


Do you think David has thought this through clearly in his own mind?


Do you think he has over-rated his own abilities?


Do you think he is being presumptuous to stand before the king, volunteering to kill this formidable opponent?


If you had to guess, what would you say is David’s motivation?





(1 Samuel 17:33 NIV)  Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth."


What kind of support does David get from the king in v.33?  (Saul reads him the “under-dog report” again. . . “you are not able, you are only a boy, you can’t even fight, and HE has been a fighter for years!”)


If David stopped and evaluated the input from significant people in his life at this point in the story, what should he have done?


Have you heard people talk about the importance of “counsel” from others?


What if that “counsel” is contrary to the direction God is giving us?


How can we know which is right?





(1 Samuel 17:34-37 NIV)  But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, {35} I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. {36} Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. {37} The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you."


David reveals the reason why he thinks he is able to go fight the giant Philistine in vs. 34 - 37.  What is the basis for his reasoning?


Would you consider this to be “sound reasoning”?


Can you begin to see the discrepancies between the “counsel” David received from significant people in his life and the task God wanted David to undertake?


What do we see about David’s understanding of God’s role in his life in v.37?





Verses 38 - 58 tell us “The rest of the story”.  What significance do you see in David’s refusing to use the traditional weaponry of battle, choosing instead to use “pea-shooter” type of armament like a sling?


If God is leading us to a task or mission, do you think we need to completely “re-tool” our life with traditional methods, or is it possible that we are adequately equipped to do anything He asks us to do?


Suppose for example there is someone at work or in your circle of influence that needs to hear how to place their trust in God through Jesus Christ for their salvation.  If you have done that in your own life, do you think you need to take a course in effective evangelism before God can use you to talk to this person?


Are we saying we can be ill-prepared to do God’s work?  Absolutely not!  We are saying that God is not limited in His work by the traditions of men.  If He wants us to do something, He will give us more than enough equipment to do the job.





(1 Samuel 17:45-47 NIV)  David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. {46} This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. {47} All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into our hands."


David contrasts what the Philistines are relying on for success to the basis for his confidence in v.45 - 47.  What do the Philistines have as a basis for their trust?  What does David say will save him?


Verses 48 and 49 clearly point out that David was not just a lot of hot air!  He believed in God’s protection and direction in his life. . .he risked his life on it!





	BOTTOM LINE:


This lesson could be interpreted by many to be an excuse to commit “positive mental attitude suicide”.  If so, a valuable truth will be lost.


God wants to do things in and through our lives that are far more significant that we can imagine.  In John Chapter 14, Jesus said in v.1, “Trust in God; trust also in Me”, and then in v.12, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”  Can you imagine?  Jesus was saying that we have the power to do more!  Was He talking only about spiritual things, or did His promise extend into business matters, family concerns, and all the other areas of our lives?  When David killed a bear and a lion attacking his father’s sheep, was he saying to himself, “Now wait a minute David.  This is not a spiritual issue here, only a family business deal with certain economic ramifications; I’m not sure if God gets involved in these kinds of matters, much less helps us through them; I think I’ll sit back and stay out of it!”  Absolutely not!  God empowers us to do all things!


	CLOSE WITH PRAYER.�
II.	TABLE TIME





QUESTION: Give an example of God doing something in your life greater than you thought possible, or; an example of someone who, like David’s brother Eliab, played a “discourager” role in your life?





A NOTE TO THE GROUP:  In the opening time, we saw David making a decision to act in light of God’s work in his life prior to that time.  Some would say that is not real faith, that real faith requires no evidence at all.  Which is right?  Both are.  Sometimes God gives us past evidence for future decisions; sometimes He doesn’t.  We want to look at some examples in the Bible to give us practical applications of this in our own lives.


SCRIPTURE:


(Ecclesiastes 11:4 NIV)  Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not reap.


The farmer in this verse needs to make decisions to act in two areas; planting and harvesting. What is the significance to the farmer of making a decision to plant and a decision to harvest?


What would be examples of significant decisions in our lives today that would parallel a farmer’s decision to plant and harvest?


If the farmer bases his decision solely on the wind, what will happen to his opportunity to plant?  If he waits on the skies to clear up, what could happen to his harvesting?


What will happen to the farmer who waits on perfect conditions to start working?


What will happen in our lives if we wait on perfect conditions before we make important decisions?


Was the farmer being irresponsible for doing his work in spite of weather conditions?


What are some of the imperfect conditions that might surround us as we need to “plod ahead” with the task in front of us?


Do you think it is possible that we miss opportunities for God to accomplish great things in our lives because we are waiting on “perfect conditions” before we will take a step?


How can circumstances prevent us from being available to God and His doing great things in, and through our lives?  Can you think of specific examples?  (Someone recently said they couldn’t get their finances in line with God’s will until “a couple of big deals came through”, which could take quite a long time.  In reality, liquidating some assets would have created the same environment for God’s blessing right away.  Waiting on perfect circumstances sometimes creates a major leak in God’s filling us with His power.)





(Proverbs 26:12-16 NIV)  Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. {13} The sluggard says, "There is a lion in the road, a fierce lion roaming the streets!" {14} As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed. {15} The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth. {16} The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who answer discreetly.


These verses portray the proverbial sluggard.  What does he give in v.13 as the basis for his decision to stay home and not work?


What does the sluggard stay home to do instead?


Do we sometimes “create lions in the streets” of our minds that cause us to “stay at home in our lives”, preventing God from doing great things in our lives?


Verse 12 and 16 point out the sluggard’s problem.  What is it?  (He is wise in his own eyes.)





(Proverbs 3:5-7 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. {7} Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.


These verses give us the antithesis of “being wise in our own eyes”.  What is it?


Why is it a sound, consistent mindset for us to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding”, if we hope to accomplish the levels of greatness Jesus spoke about for us when He said, “Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these. . .?


The fool is wise in his own eyes.  He leans on his own understanding.  His trust is in himself.  He waits for perfect conditions to move forward or invents catastrophes in his own mind to justify not moving at all.  The fool would have a difficult time thinking he was capable of doing great things. Proverbs says trust in the Lord, not your own understanding like the fool.  Jesus says if we trust in Him, we will do even greater things than Him.


How do you think the person who is wise in his own eyes is at the opposite end of the scale from the person Jesus said would accomplish “greater things than these” through their faith in Him?





(Matthew 25:14-30 NIV)  "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. {15} To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. {16} The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. {17} So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. {18} But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. {19} "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. {20} The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' {21} "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' {22} "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' {23} "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' {24} "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. {25} So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' {26} "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? {27} Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. {28} "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. {29} For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. {30} And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


Jesus tells a parable of a man and three of his servants that gives us insight to what God wants to do through us in light of what He has given to us.  What does each man do with what was given to him?


What does the master do in verses 21 and 23 for the first two men that changes their level of potential greatness?  (He puts both at a higher level of responsibility and happiness.)


Why does the master favor the first two more than the last?


What reason does the third man give in v.25 for his lack of accomplishment with his resources in v.25?  (He was afraid.)


Has God given each of us unique resources to “go out and multiply”?


Have you multiplied yours for him, experiencing greater levels of responsibility and happiness, or have you buried them?





	BOTTOM LINE:


God wants to do great things in, and through our lives.  He used David to defeat a giant opponent, giving him confidence in spite of the discouragement of others around him.  He will do great things through us if we listen to Him.


Circumstances may never be perfect for us to step out in faith to follow God’s great plans for us.  We need to do it anyway.


Being like the fool...wise in our own eyes...is the opposite of trusting in the Lord and allowing Him to do “…greater things than these…” through us.


We need to multiply the resources God has entrusted to us before we can expect Him to give us greater responsibilities. Is there anything that prevents God from doing great things in your life?


	CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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