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I. OPENING TIME





	QUESTIONS:





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why do people enjoy receiving gifts?





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do people generally respond more positively to giving or receiving? (In case someone says giving...repeat the question; perhaps they heard you wrong!) Why do we like to receive more than give?...i.e., have you ever heard someone leave a church because they complained that "the minister was always preaching about receiving!"?     





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What could be some of the different motivations for giving, both good and bad?





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How and why has giving (money) for religious reasons been misunderstood?





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Is there any connection between our giving and our relationship with God?





SCRIPTURE: 


(2 Samuel 7:1-3 NIV)  After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, {2} he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent." {3} Nathan replied to the king, "Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you."


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Based  solely on v.1, how would you describe David at this point in his career?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Verse 2 doesn't give us much insight into David's long-range plans, but what do you think he is planning to do? ("Upgrade" God's habitat for the ark.)


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why do you think David mentions his thoughts about the ark to Nathan? (Perhaps David and Nathan know each other well enough for this to suffice as David "receiving counsel" from a peer that he respects.)  The equivalent for us today might be if we said to a close friend, "Can I run something past you to see what you think?".


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What is Nathan's response in v.3? Does this seem like an appropriate response? (Yes. God is definitely with David; also, David is planning to do something that anyone would assume is pleasing to God.) 





(2 Samuel 7:4-7 NIV)  That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: {5} "Go and tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? {6} I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. {7} Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?"'


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Up to this point, David and Nathan have generally agreed on David's plan to build a better place for the ark. What new direction do we begin to see in these verses, and who is making the course change?





Concerning the ‘insight in the night’ Nathan receives in verse 4…


 (Psalms 16:7 NIV)  I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.


What does this verse tell us?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How do you think this verse relates to verse 4 in our lesson?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever experienced this before?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Perhaps you had been thinking about a significant decision you needed to make (or perhaps, like Nathan, you were not even aware of a needed decision or course change); you went to bed with no clear-cut answer or direction. 


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	The next morning when you awoke, you either had your answer, or knew the direction you should take. 


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Some would write this off as a coincidence or explain it away as a natural function of our decision-making process. 


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you think the psalmist would agree with this rationale? Do you?


Back to the point of course change. David began with a thought of giving something to God. God responds through Nathan to David's idea;  "...Are you the one to build me a house...?"  What do you think God is really saying?





The account of this same event is recorded in 1 Chronicles 17:4. (NIV)  "Go and tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD says: You are not the one to build me a house to dwell in.


In this account, God's response is not in the form of a question that could be misunderstood. In verse 4 God gives Nathan a message for David; "Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: You are not the one to build me a house to dwell in...’ ".


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Wait a minute! Do you think God understands David's offer?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	 Doesn't God realize it isn't often that someone comes along and offers pay all the costs of building a new church?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever been involved in a church raising money to build a new sanctuary, cathedral, etc.? Do you think this scenario will ever be repeated in a "Capital Stewardship Campaign" (or other appropriate name)? Consider the modern-day equivalent:


      


A new fledgling church has been experiencing dramatic growth and is outgrowing their temporary facilities. The leadership of the church decides the best thing for the church would be to buy land and build a permanent facility. Someone (David) contacts the minister (Nathan) of the church and says, "What would you think about me donating the funds needed to build the new sanctuary?"


			


Would you think "Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you." is a reasonable response from the minister? No kidding! The minister would be jumping up and down in jubilation saying "God loves our church!"





That night the minister has a dream; in his dream, God appears to him and says, "You go tell that man that he is not the one to build me a sanctuary." Can you imagine what that minister would want to say in response? "...You want me to go tell him what!?"





Suppose you were a member of the committee responsible for raising the funds for the building when the minister addressed the committee: "I have some good news...and some other news. The good news is that someone has offered to donate all the funds needed for our building." (Committee goes crazy!) "The other news is that last night God spoke to me and told me to tell him he is not the one to do that..." (Committee members stare at minister with mouths wide open...a lengthy pause...one of the committee says, "Now let me get this straight...")





How well would you carry out God's message if you were the minister or one of the committee? Nathan has been given a big job!





(2 Samuel 7:8-16 NIV)  "Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. {9} I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. {10} And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning {11} and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. "'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: {12} When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. {13} He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. {14} I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. {15} But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. {16} Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me ; your throne will be established forever.'"


God's message to David isn't over.  What does God remind David in v.8?


God continues in v.9 to remind David what He has done for him and ends the verse with a fairly significant announcement. What does He say?


God continues to give David the specifics of this divine blessing and ends with a fairly comprehensive promise in v.16. What does God promise David?


Consider the events to this point: David wanted to "do something for God". God comes back with a counter offer for David that is quite a bit more than David would have asked, or imagined.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Is this a "one-of-a-kind" response from God in which He gives back more to the giver than the giver offered Him?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever heard the phrase "You can't outgive God!"? Do you think David believed that phrase?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever experienced God "giving you more than you tried to give Him"?


	(PERSONAL OPINION FROM THE AUTHOR: I am skittish about reading or writing personal opinions about scripture because scripture is quite capable of speaking for itself. I would, however, like to comment on David's offer to give something to God and God's response to David. Why did God decline David's offer to build a temple? Was God not pleased with David's desire to give? Was David's spirit of giving faulty? 





	I think God was absolutely pleased with David's offer and the spirit in which it was offered. I feel it safe to assume that the relationship between God and David was so strong that David's desires were a by-product of genuine love for God. I think God simply wanted to communicate to David and to us that He is not on his last dime and that if we don't give Him something, He will declare bankruptcy! We often hear appeals today for people to give money to some religious programming that will have to leave the air if we don't receive $BILLIONS! Apparently, God wanted that cleared up immediately! Scripture in the TABLE TIME will address and supplement this position. Once God established that point, He proceeded to reveal to David a promise of future blessing for him and his family which would be quite unusual if God was displeased with David.               


	


	The point? God is not BROKE! God is pleased to see hearts like David's; motivated by love to give.





BOTTOM LINE:





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Many times we think that God needs our money to get His work done! On the basis of God's message to David through Nathan, would you say that is correct or incorrect?





Read (Psalms 50:7-12 NIV)  "Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify against you: I am God, your God. {8} I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are ever before me. {9} I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, {10} for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. {11} I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. {12} If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.


What do these verses tell us God needs us to give Him?





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	We can see in this lesson God responds to our desire and initiative to give. Have you ever followed God's plan for giving and experienced His response to your desire and initiative to give?





CLOSE WITH PRAYER. 


�
II. TABLE TIME.





QUESTION:  Many of us shudder at the thought of giving...thinking someone wants our money! Perhaps we over-react. Give an example of giving that you enjoy. (Example could be giving a surprise present to someone we love.)





SCRIPTURE:


(Psalms 37:21 NIV)  The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously;


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What two kinds of people are contrasted?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�     How do you think each of the two would relate to a discussion of giving?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Which would you think is motivated by selfishness? ...Others?





(Psalms 37:25-26 NIV)  I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. {26} They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed.


What is the outcome for the righteous?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How do you think this outcome relates to their generosity?





(Proverbs 11:24-28 NIV)  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. {25} A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. {26} People curse the man who hoards grain, but blessing crowns him who is willing to sell. {27} He who seeks good finds goodwill, but evil comes to him who searches for it. {28} Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.


Two people are contrasted. What happens to the generous man? ...the "Scrooge"?


Verse 28 comments further on the two. What does it say? Looking between the lines, would you think there is a different object of  trust for each person? 


 Ask everyone who has a US. Dollar to look at the back of it and read the words directly above ONE.  What were our founding fathers (the majority of who were godly men) trying to warn us?





(Luke 6:38 NIV)  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What impact did Jesus say our giving would have on us?





(2 Corinthians 9:6-11 NIV)  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. {7} Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. {8} And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. {9} As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." {10} Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. {11} You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What do you think v.6 tells us?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What does v.7 say about our motivation for giving? 


	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Is this extrinsic or intrinsic motivation?


	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What does this tell us about the reaction many have to fund appeals?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	According to vs.8-11, who will make it possible for us to be generous?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�     What does v.11 say should be the result of our giving?





�
(Proverbs 3:9-10 NIV)  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; {10} then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�    What does "cause and effect" mean?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you see a "cause and effect" in these verses?





(Matthew 6:1-4 NIV)  "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. {2} "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. {3} But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, {4} so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What do these verses say about how we should practice giving?


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How do people often give that is a contrast to this?





BOTTOM LINE:





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	The kind of giving that pleases God is secret, motivated from our heart, with others as a higher priority than ourselves.





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Proverbs says the wicked trusts in his money, the righteous in God...and is demonstrated by his generosity.


		


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do we spend more time thinking about God or money? What comment does that make on the object of our trust?





CLOSE WITH PRAYER.ave youHHHHH
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