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I.
OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:

·  Have you ever had the misfortune of a friendship or relationship that ‘went sour’?

· What are some of the factors that causes this to happen?

· Have you ever heard of two friends with grand dreams entering a business relationship that turned instead into a relational nightmare?

· What could be some of the things these two friends discovered about each other?

· Many marriages begin with two people madly in love and sadly end with two people who despise each other. How can this happen?

· A recent movie portrayed young men in Germany immediately prior to the start of World War II. These young men had grown up together and were best friends. Their love for ‘swing music’ which was popular in the US was the common bond between them. As they began to enlist in Hitler’s army, they were exposed to prejudices against blacks and Jews—which included most of the composers and performers of the music they loved. Their friendship was put to the test; many of these life-long friends became new enemies instead. What kind of issues today can drive friends apart, even to the point of becoming enemies?

· In Ireland, two ‘Christian’ religious groups have become bitter enemies. How can this happen?

· Have you ever known someone who apparently disliked you in spite of your efforts to win them over as a friend?

· Why do some people seem to be ‘predisposed’ to despise someone?

· Is it possible that God could sometimes be a reason for people to be at odds with others?

SCRIPTURE:
(2 Samuel 6:1-5 NIV)  David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. {2} He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark. {3} They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart {4} with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it. {5} David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals.

· What do these verses tell us David and the Israelites are doing?

(To the leader: The following is background information from I Chronicles that will help explain the significance of this event. Move through it quickly.)

· The date David set out to retrieve the ark was 1042 BC.

· The ark has been in Kiriath Jearim (also called Baalah of Judah) since it was captured and later returned by the Philistines in 1140 BC…almost 100 years earlier.

· During this period, the Israelites had little or nothing to do with the ark. David apparently feels this is not pleasing to God. David comments:  “Let us bring the ark of our God back to us, for we did not inquire of it during the reign of Saul.”

· According to a chronology of the corresponding account of this in I Chronicles, David had been trying to organize this event for three years, since 1045 BC. In the process, David conferred with each of his officers and the assembly of Israelites at Hebron. His criteria for undertaking this project was, “If it seems good to you and if it is the will of God…”; It seemed right to all the people. They agreed and sent word for the rest of the Israelites to come join them.

This is no small event! Thirty thousand men are gathered to move the ark!
(2 Samuel 6:6-10 NIV)  When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. {7} The Lord's anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God. {8} Then David was angry because the Lord's wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. {9} David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, "How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?" {10} He was not willing to take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.
· How quickly a well-planned event can disintegrate. What happens in verses 6 and 7 and what is the impact on the overall project according to verses 8-10?

· Consider the impact of this event on David: how is he described in verse 8? …then in verse 9?

· What happens (verse 10) to his motivation to bring the ark to Jerusalem?

(2 Samuel 6:11-15 NIV)  The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household. {12} Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. {13} When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. {14} David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, {15} while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.

· David appears to be in a quandary, so he leaves the ark with Obed-Edom. More than likely, David spent a lot of time trying to figure out what he had done wrong. During that time, it was reported to David that God was blessing Obed-Edom and his household. Also during that time, David understood why Uzzah had died. The following verses in Chronicles explain:

(1 Chronicles 15:11-15 NIV)  Then David summoned Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel and Amminadab the Levites. {12} He said to them, "You are the heads of the Levitical families; you and your fellow Levites are to consecrate yourselves and bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, to the place I have prepared for it. {13} It was because you, the Levites, did not bring it up the first time that the LORD our God broke out in anger against us. We did not inquire of him about how to do it in the prescribed way." {14} So the priests and Levites consecrated themselves in order to bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel. {15} And the Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their shoulders, as Moses had commanded in accordance with the word of the LORD.

· According to these verses, what was the problem the first time the ark was moved?

The combination of God’s blessings on Obed-Edom and the realization that the Levites were the only ones who should have brought the ark helped David understand God wanted to bless Israel and David. David had the confidence once again to bring the ark to Jerusalem.

Consider the spiritual significance of these events: David diligently planned this as a time to honor God’s position as the leader of Israel. The event started…and abruptly ended in an apparent tragedy. David was angry and afraid of God, but he was also close enough to God to understand time must pass in order for him to gain understanding about what happened and why. During that time, he realized why Uzzah’s lost his life and was able to see proof through God blessing Obed-Edom that the plan to move the ark was good…if done properly. Rather than a setback in his relationship with God, David becomes even closer to God. He sets the plan in motion again.

(2 Samuel 6:12-15 NIV)  Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. {13} When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. {14} David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, {15} while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.

· How does verse 12 describe David as he brought up the ark this time?

· Verses 14 and 15 describe the procession. What would be a modern-day equivalent of this today? (A ticker tape parade.)

(2 Samuel 6:16-23 NIV)  As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart. {17} They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the LORD. {18} After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD Almighty. {19} Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes. {20} When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, "How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!" {21} David said to Michal, "It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the Lord's people Israel--I will celebrate before the LORD. {22} I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor." {23} And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.
· How did Michal respond to seeing her husband celebrate this spiritual moment?

· Neither this account or the one in I Chronicles tell us why she despised David…only that she did. What could be some of the reasons she responded in this fashion?

· Have you ever known someone who made a commitment of their life to God through Jesus Christ only to have their friends, associates and even family members begin to ‘despise them in their heart’?

· Michal was not satisfied with simply telling David she didn’t like his ‘form of worship’; what does she say to him in verse 20?

· Why do you think she chose…through her comments…to reduce such a significant spiritual event for her husband to a gutter-level occurrence of exhibitionism?

· How did David respond to his wife’s scathing remarks in verses 21 and 22?

Is this an unusual occurrence for a person to be despised by others because of that person’s relationship with God? 

(Matthew 10:34-36 NIV)  "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. {35} For I have come to turn "'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law-- {36} a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' 

· What did Jesus say could be a result of His coming?

· Do you think this verse could be unsettling to some people who believe there should be peace everywhere, among all people?

· Perhaps someone is thinking, “Wait a minute! Doesn’t the Christmas carol say ‘Peace on earth, good will toward men’?”

Let’s see…
(Luke 2:14 NIV)  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

· What does this verse tell us?

· Did God say Jesus would bring peace to all men?

· If we desire to please God, should we expect everyone to be at peace with us?

BOTTOM LINE:

· Michal despised her husband David for no other apparent reason than his fervor for God. Does this mean we might also experience a similar response from our friends, associates, and even our family if we love God and seek to please Him?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.

QUESTION: No one wants to be rejected or shunned by their friends, associates or family. What is an example of the things we do to be accepted by others? 
SCRIPTURE:

(John 7:12-13 NIV)  Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, "He is a good man." Others replied, "No, he deceives the people." {13} But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the Jews.

· People in these two verses are ‘whispering’ about Jesus but are unwilling to say anything publicly. Why?

(John 9:20-23 NIV)  "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. {21} But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." {22} His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. {23} That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."

· If a child of yours was born blind and, as an adult was healed and enabled to see for the first time, what would your response be?

· How did the parents of this man respond to his being healed?

· What was their highest concern? 

(John 12:42-43 NIV)  Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; {43} for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.

· How were many of the leaders responding to Jesus in verses 42?

· How did they feel about expressing their faith in Christ to others?  

· Why would they not tell anyone what they believed?

· What was their highest concern?

(Galatians 2:11-13 NIV)  When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. {12} Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. {13} The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

· Paul opposed Peter to his face because of a change in Peter’s behavior. Earlier, Peter would associate with the Gentiles—which was good for the spread of the gospel—but later “…he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid…”. Who was Peter afraid of?  Why?  (He was afraid of his religious peers…that they would think less of him spiritually because he associated with ‘sinners’.)

· In Acts 10, Peter had a revelation from God that he was supposed to associate with the Gentiles in order to bring them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, and yet he is not doing what God has told him. On the basis of these verses in Galatians, what is a higher priority to Peter than God’s will for him?

NOTE: Many Christians think that they would only be persecuted or despised by ‘people outside the church…heathens and unbelievers’. Whereas that can be true, notice in this passage that the pressure on Peter to abandon God’s plan came from within the religious community. Times have not changed.

(Psalms 119:51 NIV)  The arrogant mock me without restraint, but I do not turn from your law.

· Who is mocking the psalmist and what appears to be the reason for their ridicule? (The arrogant are mocking him for following God’s laws.)

· What does the psalmist resolve not to do?

On the basis of the verses above, would you say it is possible for people to be tempted to deny their faith in God to avoid rejection by their peers?

Someone may be thinking, “I’ve always heard religion  is a personal and private matter; isn’t there some ‘neutral’ position we can take as Christians?”

(Matthew 12:30 NIV)  "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.
· Does Jesus suggest a neutral position in this verse?

(Matthew 10:32-33 NIV)  "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. {33} But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.
· Is there a neutral position in these verses?

· Is there a ‘cost’ associated with our not speaking out about Jesus Christ to others?

Suppose we do acknowledge Jesus Christ and are rejected, despised or ridiculed. Are people actually rejecting us…or Jesus Christ?

(John 15:18-21, 25 NIV)  "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. {19} If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. {20} Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. {21} They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. {25} But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: 'They hated me without reason.'
· What does verse 18 tell us?

· According to verse 21, why do people do this?

· According to verse 25, is this a recent problem that people have?

This rejection was prophesied…
 (Psalms 22:6-8 NIV)  But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. {7} All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: {8} "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."

· What was the prophesy about Jesus’ rejection?

…and fulfilled;
(Matthew 27:41-44 NIV)  In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. {42} "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. {43} He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" {44} In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
· How was it fulfilled?

...prophesied…
(Psalms 22:16-18 NIV)  Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. {17} I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. {18} They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.

· What was the prophecy about his rejection?

…and fulfilled;
(John 20:24-28 NIV)  Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. {25} So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." {26} A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" {27} Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." {28} Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
· How was it fulfilled?

…prophesied…
(Isaiah 53:2-3 NIV)  He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. {3} He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

· How did this prophecy say some would relate to Jesus Christ?

…and fulfilled.
(John 1:11 NIV)  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

(John 5:43 NIV)  I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him.
(Luke 23:35-39 NIV)  The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." {36} The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar {37} and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." {38} There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. {39} One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"

· Would you say this is a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy 700 years earlier…‘despised and rejected by men’?

· If people treated Jesus Christ in this manner, do you think it is possible we might receive similar treatment at times from others?

· Will we acknowledge Him or deny Him if it happens?

Perhaps someone is thinking, “I’m not sure a person will be persecuted or despised for simply trying to live a life that is pleasing to God.”  

(2 Timothy 3:12-13 NIV)  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, {13} while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

· Verse 12 tells us both who…and how many…people will be persecuted. Who will be persecuted? How many?

A logical question could be: “Will God put a limit on the amount of persecution Christians will face? 
(Matthew 24:9-14 NIV)  "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. {10} At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, {11} and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. {12} Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, {13} but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. {14} And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
· How severe does verse 9 say the persecution will become one day?

· Some may be thinking: “There won’t be many people excited about becoming and/or being a Christian if the persecution will get that bad!!!” Verse 10 indicates God already knows this. When it gets that bad, what does verse 10 say will happen? 

· According to verse 14, what will be the ‘overall time frame’?

BOTTOM LINE: 
· Many people think Christianity is primarily an opportunity for a better life. Faith in Christ is often presented as a ‘wonderful plan for our life’. Eternal life seems to be an added bonus. Perhaps we would do well to understand what the Bible tells us can, and will happen if we live a Godly life in Christ Jesus.

· Maybe this has not happened to you, but if it does, are you prepared to be despised for your faith in God through Jesus Christ?

· If persecution comes, will you consider it a privilege, or will you be one who ‘…will turn away from the faith and betray and hate each other…’? 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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