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�SYMBOL 227 \f "Symbol"� 1994. John Creamer. All rights reserved.

�I. OPENING TIME



	QUESTIONS:



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you know the meaning of panegyric? (Formal or elaborate praise, suggesting an elaborate often poetic compliment)



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Can you think of the definition of encomium? (High or glowing praise, implying enthusiasm and warmth in praising a person)



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Perhaps more of us are familiar with the term eulogy; what is a eulogy? (A commendatory formal statement or set oration, a prepared speech or writing extolling the virtues and services of a person)



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Another word that expresses the meaning of the three words above is tribute, defined as deeply felt praise conveyed through words or through a significant act. What are some of the things that would qualify a person to deserve a panegyric, encomium, eulogy or tribute?



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What is flattery? Is there a difference between flattery and praise? If so, what? (Webster's says flattery is insincere and excessive praise motivated by self-interest and suggests praise is on a higher plane and actually leads to worship.)

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why would most people not want to flatter someone?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Is it possible many of us withhold praise for fear it will be mistaken for flattery?



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	As we close the account of David's life, we focus on praise, eulogy, encomium and panegyric; words that mean to praise and extol the virtues of someone. Perhaps someone asks, "We will praise David for all his virtues? ...the same David that killed Uriah to steal his wife?"



	As the record of David's reign drew to a close, the author had several closing comments he could have made about David. Suppose we had been the author: how would we close his account? Would we reminisce about his abilities as a survivor? Would we focus on his fighting skills? Would we praise him for his graciousness and wisdom in dealing with Saul and Absalom? Would we laud his ability as a leader to organize a divided people and inspire them to follow him? Would we criticize, and perhaps even condemn him for the mistakes he made in his life? Would we blend together the good and the bad and end with a commentary about how great he could have been had he not fallen?



	Fortunately for the author, he didn't need to make a choice about how to close the book on David's life...according to the Bible, that is. Paul and Peter commented on the source, and therefore, the content of all Scripture...which includes the source and content of I & II Samuel: 

		"All Scripture is inspired by God...", and 

		"...no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For 

		prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

		were carried along by the Holy Spirit." 

	God decided what would be written in the final account of David. For this reason, one would think God inspired the author to record a very significant aspect of David's life, perhaps even the most important; a divine bottom line if you please. 



	Does this divine bottom line refer to the part of David's life that earned him the title (given from God) of "...a man after his (God's) own heart..."? Perhaps. 



	Was this bottom line a panegyric, encomium, eulogy and tribute? Yes. 	



	Of David? No.

	

�SCRIPTURE:



(2 Samuel 22:1 NIV)  David sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you  have a "title" for chapter 22 written in your Bible before v.1? (Revised Standard and New International Version have David's Psalm [Song] of Praise.)

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What does v.1 tell us about the next 50 verses in the chapter?

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why do you think God inspired the author of II Samuel to bring the account of David's life to a close with a record of David's song of praise to Him?

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Is it reading too much into this to suppose David's praise of God meant a great deal to God and that He wanted it recorded so we could learn the significance of praising Him?

	 	As we look at the David's Song of Praise, consider these points:

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	There are many different expressions of praising God from different kinds of people who have 	different perspectives and different backgrounds. Ask this lesson's writer to praise Van Gogh's 	work and you'll get a different response from that of  the museum curator's assessment of the 	same piece of art! 

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Praise is thanksgiving that leads to worship. Different people are thankful for different things. 	Therefore, different people will praise God for different things. Few of us, for example, will 	relate to David's expression of praise in v.30, 

				

			"With your help I can advance against a troop; with my God I can scale a wall." 

		

		Even though few of us have praised God for these two things (or ever will!), the principle 

		David is using still applies to us. What has God enabled you to do that would have been 	impossible otherwise?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Even though each of us praises God for different things, all of us can praise Him for many of the 	same things; sending His son for our salvation, forgiveness of sin, His patience with each of us, 	anything God has done that is common to all of us.



(2 Samuel 22:2-3 NIV)  He said: "The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; {3} my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior-- from violent men you save me.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	David begins with "The Lord is...", and then proceeds to metaphorically praise the Lord's roles in his life.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Rather than going through David's list one by one to try to decide what each meant to David, how would you complete the following. "The Lord is my ________, my _________, my ________,"?



(2 Samuel 22:5-7 NIV)  "The waves of death swirled about me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. {6} The cords of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me. {7} In my distress I called to the LORD; I called out to my God. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came to his ears.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What does David describe in vs.5,6? (A threatening situation in his life.)

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What did David do with this threat in v.7 and what resulted? (He cried out to God---God heard him.)



	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever faced a threatening situation?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What did you do with your threat and what resulted?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	If  you took your threat to God, what was the ultimate outcome? Did you record...write down...the 	outcome?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How do you feel about taking your threatening situations to God? 



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why do you think David had no problem doing this? 

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you think David's faith in God affected God's acting on David's behalf, i.e., is God's ability to perform wonders in our life related to our faith in His ability? (Absolutely!)



	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	If you have taken few of your threats to God, what commentary does that make about your faith?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	If you haven't allowed God to do His great things in your life, wouldn't you expect there to be 	some difficulty in praising Him for those great things?

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Would you say our ability to praise God could be related to how much, or how little we allow 	Him to do in our life?	



(2 Samuel 22:20 NIV)  He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	In verses 8- 19, David describes his impression of the manner in which God delivered him, then in v.20 relates the outcome as a rescue from God. According to v.20, why did David say God rescued him? (Because God delighted in him.)

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever considered whether or not God delighted in you? ...or why He would be delighted in you?

(Psalms 37:23-24 NIV)  If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; {24} though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why does this verse say God delights in someone? 

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you allowed God to make your steps firm? 	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you allow God to uphold you with His hand? 

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	When you stumble, do you rely on God to prevent you from falling?

(Psalms 147:11 NIV)  the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why does this verse say God delights in someone? 

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	People generally put their hope in something they can trust in or rely on. In what have you been 	putting your hope? 

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you fear (respect or rely on) God to the extent you put your hope in His unfailing love?

(Proverbs 11:20 NIV)  The LORD detests men of perverse heart but he delights in those whose ways are blameless.

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Why does this verse say God delights in someone? 

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Are your ways blameless? (Before you get discouraged over this one, let's return to II Samuel 22.)



(2 Samuel 22:21 NIV)  "The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	In v.21, David said God dealt with him according to his righteousness...according to the cleanness of his hands.   ...David? ...Righteous? ...Clean hands? ...Adultery? ...Murder? 

		Where is the reconciliation in this ledger? 	

	It is here: David understood the source of true righteousness...through confession of sin and God's subsequent forgiveness! David's understanding of the part of God's character that forgives and cleanses the repentant heart assured him he was righteous and had clean hands. David was not made righteous by God because he was one of God's favorites; he was one of God's favorites because he allowed God to make him righteous!



BOTTOM LINE: 

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	David's song of praise continues; we will close. What was God's last, and most significant comment on David? 

	Adultery? No.

	Murder? No.

	God's comment was that David understood righteousness came through divine love and forgiveness  to the repentant person...especially him. He understood God's faithfulness to him was the result of that righteousness. David understood God was central to every aspect of his life through this righteousness...and he praised God---thanking Him constantly. That is the final comment God wanted to make about David.

	What will be God's final comment about you and me?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.



II. TABLE TIME.



	(NO QUESTION)



	Praising God is simple and easy to understand for some Christians. Others of us struggle with how well we are doing in that part of the Christian life. Perhaps we would benefit from considering two things:

		1.  Our understanding of the concept of praise, and 

		2.  Our understanding of the practice of praising God. 

 

1. The concept of praise.

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Have you ever received any praise for something you did for someone?

	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What did you do for that person?

	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Did their praise overstate, understate or accurately state what you had done? 

	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How would you feel if their praise was overstated? 

	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How would you feel if you knew they were overstating on purpose?

	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How do you feel when you do something for someone and they not only don't praise you, they 	seem to have expected you to do it for them? 

	

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How would you feel if they became upset if you didn't do this for them? 



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What's the point? Should we all become praise seekers? How does this relate to praising God? Simply said, if we can understand praise given to us, we can understand praise given to God. We were created in God's image: He is like us because we were first like Him. We are proud when we hear our children praising us; in the same way God loves to hear us praise Him. As is the case with most of us, God is not favorably impressed with ingratitude and will not write it off simply because we live in an ungrateful world. We also need to understand praising God is an easy concept to understand, and is not limited to people of a different spiritual ilk from us! Lastly, we need to realize how important it is to God to hear our praise of Him. 



2. The practice of praising God.

	Perhaps some people are frustrated in a worship service when everyone else is praising God while they sit there trying to manufacture a similar euphoric state in their own heart...to little or no avail. What is the problem? The person in charge of worship is telling them to praise God but nothing is happening! Are they spiritually impotent? Why can't they "praise on demand"? Are the other people around them "faking it", or are they truly praising God?



	Consider another analogy. Many conference and seminar planners allocate time on the last day of a 

	3-4 day seminar for participants in the seminar to relate to the rest of the group why the conference has been meaningful to them...to express how they have personally benefited from attending. What do you think would happen if the conferees were asked to do this before the seminar began? Anyone sharing how they had benefited from the conference would be lying! Why? Because they have yet to establish a basis for their praise of the session. Have you ever tried to praise God for all the benefits He has given you before you "attended any sessions with Him"? Difficult isn't it?









	Why do we call it the practice of praising God? Suppose a person at the Super Bowl who was overweight and in desperate need of exercise was asked to come down on the field with the two teams and Be In Shape! Could they do it? No matter how hard they tried, it would be impossible. Why? Because In Shape is a state of being that is achieved through a lifestyle of activity, not an activity as an end in itself. Praising God is the byproduct of a spiritual state of being based on prior experiences with God. If the experiences have been few and infrequent, the praise session won't take too long! In Shape is a continual state of being that lasts as long as exercise continues; a person doesn't turn it on or off on demand. Praising God is a spiritual state of being that is the result of experiencing God's faithfulness to us and is continual, not turned on and off for a few minutes on Sunday in a sanctuary.



(Philippians 4:6-7 NIV)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. {7} And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	If praising God, expressed through our thankfulness, is the byproduct of a lifestyle, what does verse 6 tell us is a prime activity in that lifestyle? (Being "not anxious", and choosing instead to present everything to God in prayer...with thanksgiving.)

	�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	The activity is presenting everything to God in prayer. The byproduct is praise and thanksgiving. 	What does verse 7 say about our mental and emotional state during the process? (Guarded by 	God's peace; the implication is that praise and anxiety cannot coexist in our hearts and minds!)



(Colossians 4:2 NIV)  Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What does "devote yourselves to prayer" mean to you?

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	How does "being watchful and thankful" relate to the first half of the verse?

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	What are the implications of having either half of this verse in our life without the other? (If we pray constantly without looking for the answers, will we be as aware of thanking and praising God for His answers? If we are only watchful...with no prayer...who will get credit...Lady Luck?)



(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV)  Be joyful always; {17} pray continually; {18} give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	These verses are a great summary of a person who practices praising God? Read these verses and describe this person in your own words. Does the description fit you?





BOTTOM LINE:



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Do you think God is interested in whether we praise Him or not?



�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	Praise is a byproduct of being joyful always, praying continually and thanking God for His role in our life: are you in shape to praise Him? 

	

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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