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Questions:
· What statement did Helen Thomas (former White House Press Corps) make about the Jews?
· Should people…especially Christians…be concerned about what happens in/to Israel today?
Scripture:

Romans 9:1-33(NIV) 1I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit—  2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,  4the people of Israel. 
· As we read in these verses and studied in the previous lesson, Paul wished he was “cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of [his] brothers, those of [his] own race, the people of Israel”.
Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!£ Amen. 
· In spite of their advantages listed in verses 4 and 5, many of the Israelites did not believe Jesus Christ was the Messiah sent from God.
6It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
· Paul answers the question likely raised in the reader’s mind, “Did God’s word fail?” and then follows with the statement, “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.” What does this mean? It means that just because someone is born to a Hebrew Mother or Hebrew Mother and Father does not mean he or she will believe in God and Jesus Christ.
7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”£ 8In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.  9For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”£
· Many claimed a relationship with God simply because they were a descendant of Abraham, but Paul made the Biblical distinction that not all descendants will be blessed…only those through Isaac [and not through Ishmael] who are children of the promise. 

Paul then makes another cut in the descendant lineage…

 10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac.  11Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand:  12not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”£  13Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”£
· Sarah had a son, Isaac, whom God blessed rather than Hagar’s son Ishmael. Isaac’s wife Rebekah had twins…Esau [the oldest] and Jacob. Normally, the oldest receives the inheritance, but God told Rebekah—before they were even born—that He loved Jacob and hated Esau… “The older will serve the younger.” Years later, the [self]banished Esau would intermarry with the daughters of Ishmael [laying the foundation of the conflict between the Arabs {Islam} and the Jews].
Paul writes that [many of] his brothers, those of his own race, the people of Israel, had—in spite of their advantages granted by God—rejected Jesus Christ. But he also reminds the reader that a relationship with God is never guaranteed by advantages—or even by birthright. Not all who are descended from Israel are Israel…not all descendants of Abraham are children of the promise. 

Now, Paul was saying the Israelites were about to miss the boat again. Their Messiah had come and they had rejected Him. The apostle John wrote of this in his gospel account:

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.    John 1:11-13(NIV)
Many see these verses in Romans as anti-Semitic, but what Paul wrote in these verses is still a matter of record today. Consider the following Wikipedia entry on ‘Religion In Israel’: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Israel 
As of 2009[update], 8% of Israeli Jews defined themselves as Haredim; an additional 12% as "religious"; 13% as "religious-traditionalists" ; 25% as "non-religious-traditionalists" (not strictly adhering to Jewish law or halakha); and 42% as "secular" (Hebrew:‎, Hiloni).  As of 1999[update], 65% of Israeli Jews believe in God, and 85% participate in a Passover seder. However, other sources indicate that between 15% and 37% of Israelis identify themselves as either agnostics or atheists.
The last statistic still makes the point Paul was stating in verse 6… “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.” …not all who are descended from Israel believe in God.  
And, though many Jews in Israel today still reject Jesus as the Messiah, it is not the case with all, as the next entry shows…
Messianic Judaism, is a controversial religious movement that incorporates elements of Judaism with the tenets of Christianity. In addition to worshipping God (the Father), as one person of the Trinity, they "worship Jesus, whom they call Yeshua". They emphasize that Jesus himself was a Jew, as were his early followers. Most adherents in Israel reject traditional Christianity and its symbols, in favour of celebrating Jewish festivals. Although followers of Messianic Judaism are not considered Jews under Israel's Law of Return, there are an estimated 10,000 adherents in the State of Israel, both former Jews and other non-Arab Israelis, many of them recent immigrants from the former Soviet Union. In Jerusalem, there are twelve Messianic congregations. On 23 February 2007, Israel Channel 2 News released a news documentary about the growing number of Messianic Jews in Israel.

…And the related Wikipedia entry on the ‘Reception of Messianic Judaism among Jews’…

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messianic_Judaism#Reception_among_Jews                       Messianic Judaism states that Jesus is not merely a man, but the Jewish Messiah and "God the Son" (one person of the Trinity),  and that salvation is only achieved through acceptance of Jesus as one's savior. Any Jewish laws or customs that are followed are cultural and do not contribute to attaining salvation.  Belief in the messiahship and divinity of Jesus, which Messianic Judaism shares, is viewed by Christian denominations and Jewish religious movements as being a defining distinction between Christianity and Judaism. 
Some members of the movement are ethnically Jewish, and some of them argue that Messianic Judaism is a sect of Judaism. Jewish organizations and religious movements reject this, stating that Messianic Judaism is a Christian sect. The Supreme Court of Israel has ruled that the Law of Return should treat Jews who convert to Messianic Judaism the same way it treats Jews who convert to Christianity.[ Mainstream Christian groups generally accept Messianic Judaism as a form of Christianity. 
From 2003 to 2007, the movement grew from 150 Messianic houses of worship in the United States to as many as 438, with over 100 in Israel and more worldwide; often congregations are members of larger Messianic organizations or alliances. In 2008, the movement was reported to have between 6,000 and 15,000 members in Israel. 
Jewish objections to Messianic Judaism are numerous, and often begin with objections to the term "Messianic Judaism" itself: They state that while Judaism is a messianic religion, its messiah is not Jesus, and thus the term is misleading. Use of "Judaism" in the term is also considered misleading and as a subversive tactic used for missionary purposes.

All denominations of Judaism, as well as national Jewish organizations, reject Messianic Judaism being a form of Judaism, often on the grounds that belief in Jesus as the Messiah is an insuperable dividing line between Christianity and Judaism. 
According to the Central Conference of American Rabbis (Reform):  "For us in the Jewish community, anyone who claims that Jesus is their savior is no longer a Jew and is an apostate. Through that belief she has placed herself outside the Jewish community. Whether she cares to define herself as a Christian or as a 'fulfilled Jew,' 'Messianic Jew,' or any other designation is irrelevant; to us, she is clearly a Christian." 
Canadian B'nai Brith considers messianic activities as anti-Semitic incidents. Several anti-missionary organizations, such as Outreach Judaism and Jews for Judaism oppose Messianic Judaism on theological grounds, usually from an Orthodox Jewish perspective. In recent years these organizations have noticeably narrowed their focus from countering the missionizing of Jews in the name of Christianity in general to countering the spread of Messianic Judaism in particular. The Jewish anti-missionary organizations view the latter (Messianic Judaism) as a more threatening and subversive form of missionary activity than the former (openly missionizing in the name of Christianity).

The International Religious Freedom Report 2008, released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor in the US states that discrimination against Messianic Jews in Israel is increasing.  Some acts of violence have also occurred such as incident on March 20, 2008, a bomb concealed as a Purim gift basket was delivered to the house of a prominent Messianic Jewish family in Ariel, in the West Bank, which severely wounded the son. The bombing was eventually traced to Yaakov "Jack" Teitel, an "alleged Jewish terrorist" who immigrated to Israel from the United States has been arrested in connection with several bombings, murders and attempted murders in Israel. 

This antagonism has led to harassment and some violence, especially in Israel, where there is a large and militant Orthodox community. Several Orthodox organizations, including Yad L'Achim, are dedicated to rooting out missionary activity in Israel, including the Messianic Jewish congregations. One tactic is to plaster posters asking Israelis to boycott shops where Messianic Jews are owners or employees; another is to report Messianic Jews to the Interior ministry, which is charged with enforcing an Israeli law forbidding proselytizing. In another incident, the mayor of Or Yehuda, a suburb of Tel Aviv, held a public book-burning of literature passed out to Ethiopian immigrants. He later apologized for the action. 
Jewish leaders dispute the Jewishness of the movement. Rabbi Tovia Singer, founder of an organization dedicated to opposing Christian efforts to convert Jews, noted of a Messianic rabbi in Toledo: "He’s not running a Jewish synagogue ... It’s a church designed to appear as if it were a synagogue and I’m there to expose him. What these irresponsible extremist Christians do is a form of consumer fraud. They blur the distinctions between Judaism and Christianity in order to lure Jewish people who would otherwise resist a straightforward message." Religious leaders across the Jewish spectrum have all declared that Messianic Jews are not Jews.
 Efforts by converted Jews to proselytize Jews go back to the first Century when Paul preached first at the synagogues in each city he visited. However preaching to Jews in the early centuries that followed, as for example in Epiphanius of Salamis' account of the conversion of Count Joseph of Tiberias, or Sozomen's accounts of Jewish conversions, does not mention converted Jews playing any leading role in the conversions. Notable converts from Judaism who themselves attempted to convert other Jews are more visible from at least the 13th century, when Jewish convert to Christianity Pablo Christiani attempted to convert other Jews. In the 15th and 16th century, Jewish Christians occupying professorships at the European universities began to provide translations of Hebrew texts. Men such as Paul Nunez Coronel, Maranos Alfonso de Zamora, Alfonzo de Alcala, Dominco Irosolimitano and Giovanni Baptista Jonas were actively engaged in spreading Jewish learning. 

Early formal organizations run by converted Jews were: the Anglican London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews of Joseph Frey (1809),[ which published the first Yiddish New Testament in 1821;[ the "Beni Abraham" association, established in 1813 by a group of 41 Jewish Christians who started meeting at Jews' Chapel in London for prayers Friday night and Sunday morning;[ and the London Hebrew-Christian Alliance founded by Dr. Carl Schwartz in 1866.[ In Eastern Europe an early example was the congregation of Joseph Rabinowitz in Kishenev, Ukraine (1884).[ Rabinowitz was was supported from overseas by the gentile evangelist Franz Delitzsch, translator of the BFBS Hebrew New Testament. In 1865, Rabinowitz created a sample order of worship for Sabbath morning service based on a mixture of Jewish and Christian elements. Mark John Levy pressed the Church of England to allow members to embrace Jewish customs.
Back to Romans Chapter 9…
14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!  15For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”£ 
· This verse, in asking “Is God unjust?”, refers back to God choosing Jacob over Esau and backs it up with the interchange between God, Moses and Pharaoh in which God hardens Pharaoh’s heart in order that He might display His power in Pharaoh.
16It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.  17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”£  18Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 
· On whom does God have mercy?

· Whom does God harden?

· How can a person know whether God has shown [will show] him mercy? A person can read countless volumes searching theologians’ answers from hundreds of years of study, but I can give you a constant in each of the lives of people God has shown mercy…faith.   
19One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?”  20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”£  21Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 22What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction?  23What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—  24even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?
· What is the benefit to the Jews and also the Gentiles whom God has called? (We are the objects of His mercy.) 
  25As he says in Hosea:      “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,”£ 26and, “It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”£
· According to the Old Testament prophet Hosea, because of God’s mercy what is made available to those of us Gentiles who are not God’s people…not Israelites?
 27Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved.
· (See Wikipedia entry above) What is happening at the same time in Israel?
 28For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and finality.”£ 29It is just as Isaiah said previously: “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.” 30What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 
· How have the Gentiles obtained righteousness?

 31but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  32Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.”  33As it is written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”£ 
· Why has Israel not attained the righteousness they pursued?
· What have they stumbled over?
Romans Chapter 9.2, page 5

