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Questions:
· What are some things we all take for granted in our lives?

The following quotes are from http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/granted.html 

Most human beings have an almost infinite capacity for taking things for granted. Aldous Huxley 

It's hard now to imagine that kind of travel and the daily tasks they simply took for granted. If a wagon axle broke, you had to stop and carve a new one. To cross a river, you sometimes had to build a raft. James Houston
Freedom does not come without a price. We may sometimes take for granted the many liberties we enjoy in America, but they have all been earned through the ultimate sacrifice paid by so many of the members of our armed forces. Charlie Dent 

Today, as we look back on the history of our nation and take note of how far we have come as a people, we are reminded that we owe a great debt to those who fought valiantly for the freedoms that we easily take for granted. Sam Brownback
It is easy to take liberty for granted, when you have never had it taken from you. Dick Cheney
Life holds one great but quite commonplace mystery. Though shared by each of us and known to all, seldom rates a second thought. That mystery, which most of us take for granted and never think twice about, is time. Michael Ende
How quickly we forget God's great deliverances in our lives. How easily we take for granted the miracles he performed in our past. David Wilkerson
When it comes to life the critical thing is whether you take things for granted or take them with gratitude. Gilbert K. Chesterton
· Why do we take so many things in life for granted? What are the dangers of doing so?
Scripture:
The previous lesson, Romans Chapter 8.10, had 2 parts…the first part, the ‘eternal security of the believer’ based on the following Scriptures…

Romans 8:28-31, 35, 38-39(NIV) 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,£ who£ have been called according to his purpose.  29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  

38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,£ neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 10:27-29(NIV) 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all£; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 


1 Peter 1:3-5(NIV) 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you,  5who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

As time did not allow us to finish, this lesson continues with other Scriptures promising the eternal security of believers whose faith is in Jesus Christ as outlined in… 
Romans 10:9-11(NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”£ 

…and then investigate the Scriptures relating to part 2…warnings for believers not to take their salvation for granted, rather to constantly maintain a healthy, vibrant relationship with God, even if it is eternally secure. Continuing with the first point of eternal security…
(Ephesians 1:13-14 NIV)  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, {14} who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.
· What is the eternal security ‘order of events’ in these verses?

1. We were included in Christ when we heard the word of truth

2. We were marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit when we believed the gospel

3. The Holy Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until… 

4. We are redeemed as God’s possession

(2 Timothy 1:12-14 NIV)  That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day. {13} What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. {14} Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
· The previous passage speaks of the Holy Spirit as a guaranteed deposit. These verses also talk about a guaranteed deposit, but this time as a joint responsibility:

· Who is guarding and who entrusted in verse 12?

· Who is guarding and who entrusted in verse 14?

Now…part 2…warnings to never take our salvation for granted…
(2 Corinthians 13:5 NIV)  Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test?
Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth preceded his third visit. One of the reasons for his visit was to address the recurring sins of some of the people. His preference, however, was for the people to address their own situations before he arrived,
“… that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of authority--the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down.” (2 Corinthians 13:10 NIV)

· Where did Paul recommend they begin their ‘trouble-shooting’?

· Notice that Paul did not tell them to ‘examine each other’ and ‘test each other’, but ‘examine yourselves’ and ‘test yourselves’. This was meant to be a self-examination, not a peer evaluation. The purpose of the examination was “to see whether you are in the faith”. 
Have you entered a contract relationship with God?  If so, you need not ever do that again. However, if you have always considered yourself as an ‘always gone to church, been a good person, always tried to do what was right Christian’, but then after examining yourself as this verse instructs, realize you never made a personal commitment to God. If that is the case, go back and get that settled…once-for-all.
(1 Corinthians 11:26-32 NIV)  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. {27} Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. {28} A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. {29} For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. {30} That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. {31} But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. {32} When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.
· The preceding Scripture was Paul’s recommendation for self-evaluation concerning salvation. In this passage, the salvation not in question, rather the issue is confessing sin to God. Once again, who is the ‘examination committee’ in verse 28? 

Why is this ‘self-examination’ so important?
(2 Peter 2:20-22 NIV)  If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. {21} It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. {22} Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud."
· This is a graphic illustration of the person who refused to undergo the self-examination process. What do these verses say about them?

· What is their relationship to God at this point? In Luke 15:11-32, Jesus told the parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son who left the wealth and protection of his father’s home to put himself a short time later in a position of squalor and degradation, literally with the sow in the mud. These verses describe the Prodigal Son’s situation. How does the parable end? What did the prodigal son do to rectify the situation? How did the father respond to the repentant son?

(Hebrews 10:16-27 NIV)  "This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds." {17} Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." {18} And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 
· What happened to our sins when we entered this new covenant (contract) with God?

{19} Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, {20} by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, {21} and since we have a great priest over the house of God, {22} let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. {23} Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 
· How does verse 22 tell us we can come before God? (This is not a person who doubts their salvation because their sins were not forgiven!)

· Why does verse 23 say we can be so confident? (Because He is faithful.)

{24} And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. {25} Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
· What do verses 24 and 25 tell us to do?

{26}  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, {27} but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 
· What is the warning in verses 26 and 27?

Do believers need to be aware of a raging fire?  Paul addresses this in 1 Corinthians 3… 
(1 Corinthians 3:10-17 NIV)  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. {11} For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. {12} If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, {13} his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. {14} If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. {15} If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. {16} Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? {17} If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.
· The people addressed in these verses are those who have a common foundation—Jesus Christ. The difference is what is built on the foundation. What are the different building materials in verse 12?

· Verses 13-15 tell us something will be tested; what is it? (Our work.)

· What will happen to the person whose work survives in verse 14?

· What happens to the person’s work in verse 15?  What happens to the person?

What is the relationship between our salvation, eternal security and the works we do?

(Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- {9} not by works, so that no one can boast. {10} For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

· How does verse 8 say we have been saved?

· How does verse 9 say we have not been saved?

· The only thing we did in regard to our salvation was accept it as a gift of God (John 1:12).

· However, our relationship with God doesn’t end at salvation, it begins. What does verse 10 say God made us to do? (Good works.)

(Philippians 2:12-13 NIV)  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, {13} for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
· God wants us to work on our salvation the same way a husband and wife want to work on their marriage relationship. The good news is that God not only wants us to do this, He also helps us do so. What does verse 13 tell us God does to help us maintain a vibrant relationship with Him?

When we enter a covenant relationship with God, we have eternal security. The quality of the relationship is determined by us…what materials we use to build on the foundation which is Jesus Christ. God warns us many times in Scripture—not about losing our salvation—but about turning our backs on Him after entering a covenant with Him.

(1 John 2:24-27 NIV)  See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. {25} And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. {26} I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. {27} As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him.

(2 Peter 3:17-18 NIV)  Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. {18} But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

(Hebrews 3:12-14 NIV)  See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. {13} But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. {14} We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.
(Hebrews 6:4-8 NIV)  It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, {5} who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, {6} if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. {7} Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. {8} But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.
Romans Chapter 8.11, page 5

