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Questions:

· What is the purpose of an automobile?

· What is the purpose of a milking cow?

· What is the purpose of a bucket?

· What is the purpose of a commercial jet-liner?

· What is your purpose in life?
· What did God create you—and me—to do in life?

In the previous lesson, we saw there are at least 2 abuses of God’s grace: 
1) Because God’s grace increases as sin increases, some say we can continue to sin more and more [Rom. 6:1,2 1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means!], and 
2) We can ‘fall from grace’ by returning to the principle of trying to be righteous by living under the law. Fortunately, God made provision to keep us from falling from grace by living under the law…

Scripture: (Underline/italics in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
Romans 7:4-25(NIV) 4So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 
· Why is it necessary to die to the law? (So that we might [not fall from grace by living under the law, and] belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead—Jesus Christ.)

· Once we are joined to Christ, what are we to do? (Bear fruit to God.)

· If we need to die to the law in order to bear fruit to God, does this mean a person who goes back to trying to be righteous by keeping the law will not be able to bear fruit?
At the Last Supper before the Passover, Jesus spoke to His disciples about bearing fruit…

(John 15:1-17 NIV)  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. {2} He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
· What does God do to the branch that bears no fruit?

· What does God do to the branch that does bear fruit?

{3} You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. {4} Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

· What did Jesus tell His disciples a branch cannot do?

· Likewise, what did He tell them they [we] cannot do?

{5} "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. {6} If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. {7} If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.

· What causes us to ‘bear much fruit’? (If we remain in Christ and Christ remains in us.)

· What happens to the branches that do not remain in Christ? (They wither and are burned.)

· Given that, how important is it for us to remain in Christ and bear fruit?
{8} This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

· Who gets the glory when we bear fruit?  (God.) 

· What does it demonstrate about us? (That we are truly disciples of Jesus Christ.)

{9} "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. {10} If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 
· What is needed for us to ‘remain in my [Christ’s] love? (Obey His commands.)
{11} I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. {12} My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
· What is His command?
{13} Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. {14} You are my friends if you do what I command. 

· Many times we say God’s love is unconditional. Are there any conditions for God’s love and Jesus Christ’s love in verses 10 and 14?

{15} I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

· Jesus distinguishes between servant and friend. Consider friends versus employees; have you ever had a conversation with a friend about his business that he would not want to have with his employees? Jesus said his disciples…and we…are like friends, not employees.

{16} You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. {17} This is my command: Love each other.

· Verse 16. Why did Jesus choose his disciples…and us?

For some reason, some Christians resist their responsibility to bear fruit, thinking bearing fruit is an option, not an obligation. Other Scriptures refute this hesitancy to duty…
Ephesians 2:8-10(NIV) 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9not by works, so that no one can boast.  10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

· Verses 8 and 9 tell how we are saved…verse 10 tells why we are saved. Why are we saved?

· Notice the similarity to the verses in Romans 6 and 7 regarding the sequence of events in our salvation: Saved by Grace, not by works, created in Christ Jesus, to do good works.

Jeremiah 17:7-8(NIV) 7“But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.  It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 
· What insures our ability to bear fruit? (Trust in the Lord, place our confidence in Him.) 
   
Matthew 7:15-21(NIV) 15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  17Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
· In truth, we all bear fruit. The question is what kind of fruit is it?

· How can you recognize a good tree?

· What happens to the tree that does not bear good fruit?

· When we read these verses, our tendency is to think about someone else in light of their fruit. But…what about us…you…me… Judging by our [my/your] fruit, what kind of tree are we?

Proverbs 11:30(NIV) 30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise. 
· Specifically, what is the fruit we are supposed to bear?


Daniel 12:3(NIV) 3Those who are wise£ will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

· How are the fruitful followers of God who lead many to righteousness described?
Back to Romans 7…
5For when we were controlled by the sinful nature,£ the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 

· When we were controlled by the sinful nature, what was at work in us?
· How are sinful passions aroused by the law? What does that mean? Have you ever walked past a “Wet Paint...Do Not Touch” sign? Did you ever touch it? Why?

http://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/comm_view.cfm?AuthorID=2&contentID=7988&commInfo=31&topic=Romans

In his book Confessions, the great theologian of the ancient church Augustine described how this dynamic worked in his life as a young man: “There was a pear tree near our vineyard, laden with fruit. One stormy night we rascally youths set out to rob it and carry our spoils away. We took off a huge load of pears - not to feast upon ourselves, but to throw them to the pigs, though we ate just enough to have the pleasure of forbidden fruit. They were nice pears, but it was not the pears that my wretched soul coveted, for I had plenty better at home. I picked them simply in order to become a thief. The only feast I got was a feast of iniquity, and that I enjoyed to the full. What was it that I loved in the theft? Was it the pleasure of acting against the law? The desire to steal was awakened simply by the prohibition of stealing.”
In American history, we know that the Prohibition Act didn’t stop drinking. In many ways it made drinking more attractive to people, because of our desire to break boundaries set by the commandment.
Once God draws a boundary for us, we are immediately enticed to cross that boundary - which is no fault of God or His boundary, but the fault of our sinful hearts.

6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. 7What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.”£  8But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead.  9Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 
· When did Paul find out it was wrong to covet?

· One night 36 years ago, 3 of us were in the tidal waters of Beaufort SC gigging for flounder [fish] with a light and a long spear when a game warden approached the boat and asked what we were doing. Until that night, I did not know flounder gigging was considered ‘commercial fishing’. I also did not know that anyone fishing commercially is required to have a license. I did not have a license. I was fined. As verse 9 says, “…when the commandment came [the game warden], sin [gigging without a license] sprang to life and I died [was fined by the law]…”.
10I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death.  

· According to verse 11, what does sin do? (Deceives us.)

12So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.  13Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death in me through what was good, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 
· Was the law wrong when it produced death [in Paul]? No. It simply identified sin in him.
No problem understanding so far? Well, hang on…

14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.  15I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good.  17As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.  18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.£ For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  19For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 
· What is Paul’s problem?

· Many think that when people become a Christian, they are supposed to stop doing certain [evil] things in their lives and start doing certain [good] things, and yet, what does Paul say happens in his life? 

· Have you ever had this happen to you?
20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  22For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 
· Paul describes his inner turmoil as a ‘war’; have you—as a Christian—ever experienced this inner turmoil “…waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members…”?

· Have you ever experienced the defeat of  “…the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing...”?

Take heart. You are not alone. If the apostle Paul struggled with this, you will too. As will any other honest believer. Sure, some [of us] will deny this and say they [we] no longer have these issues, but Scripture addresses them [us] as well…


If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 1 John 1:8,10(NIV)
But this passage not only addresses their [our] problem of lying, self-deceit and calling God a liar in the process, the verse in the middle of these 2…verse 9…gives us the solution to the battle we see in Romans 7 and in our own lives…


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9(NIV)
But, you may wonder, “Isn’t it best if we avoid sin instead of having to go through this process of confessing and being forgiven?” Of course. The next verses acknowledge that…but add…


My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for£ the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2(NIV)
Paul agrees with John in his closing question and ensuing statement of Chapter 7…

24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
Romans Chapter 7.3, page 1

