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Quotes about Heaven…
My idea of heaven is a great big baked potato and someone to share it with.    Oprah Winfrey 

They say marriages are made in Heaven. But so is thunder and lightning.    Clint Eastwood
I'm very careful about saying who would and wouldn't go to heaven. I don't know.     Joel Osteen 

God will prepare everything for our perfect happiness in heaven, and if it takes my dog being there, I believe he'll be there.     Billy Graham 

We long for an affection altogether ignorant of our faults. Heaven has accorded this to us in the uncritical canine attachment.    George Eliot 

Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither.    C. S. Lewis
Can a mortal ask questions which God finds unanswerable? Quite easily, I should think. All nonsense questions are unanswerable.    C. S. Lewis 

· How do people in our world today feel about dying?

· Why do some fear death? Why do others not fear death?

From the previous lesson…

In his Expositional Commentary of Romans, Volume 2, pp572-574, James Montgomery Boice, quotes the historian Franz Borkenau who believes cultures can be analyzed in terms of their attitudes toward death. He says that there are three basic attitudes. In ancient Greece he finds a death-accepting attitude. In our modern, post-Christian era he finds a death-denying attitude. In the Judeo-Christian system he finds a death-defying attitude.

As I read Borkenau’s exposition, I saw that most of all the responses to death that I have witnessed—even in the evangelical Christian community—fit in the second category, the death-denying attitude. I tried to capture the highlights of Borkenau’s description…

2. A death-denying culture. The second category of cultures includes our own. Its attitude is death-denying, the most inadequate of all. Why do we go to such lengths to avoid even speaking about death? 

The first is psychological. Sigmund Freud spoke of death as an unconscious fear of man. The second is cultural. American society emphasizes youthfulness, vitality, and productivity. Wholeness is measured by one’s ability to think and act young. In America death is not the last enemy to be defeated at the last trump, as the Bible describes it, but an enemy to be defeated now—through gyms, health spas, facelifts, diets, health foods, and a variety of other body-enhancing pastimes and procedures. This cultural attitude is best expressed by one modern advertising slogan for face cream: “I don’t intend to grow old gracefully. I intend to fight it every step of the way.”

However, the chief reason for America’s having become a death-denying culture is religious. The nation has lost its religious consciousness.

To that end, we continue the Scriptural tour of the destination for followers of Jesus Christ. 
Scripture: (Underline/italics in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
Romans 6:22-23(NIV) 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.  23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in£ Christ Jesus our Lord.

· What is the destiny of followers of Jesus Christ?
· In the previous lesson we saw in Philippians 1:21-24 that believers who die [depart] are ‘with Christ’ and in 2 Corinthians 5:1-9 that [to quote the KJV] believers are ‘willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord’
· As Jesus told of the deaths of Lazarus the beggar and the rich man in Luke 16:22-31, the account made clear both men had bodies because each had physical characteristics.
· In Luke’s account of the crucifixion, Luke 23:35-43, Jesus told criminal who said to Him, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.£”, Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Believers are immediately with the Lord when they die.

We continue…
2 Kings 2:11-12(TMSG) 11And so it happened. They were walking along and talking. Suddenly a chariot and horses of fire came between them and Elijah went up in a whirlwind to heaven.  12Elisha saw it all… 

Hebrews 11:5(NIV) 5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 

· Elijah and Enoch ‘skipped death’ so to speak and were taken away to heaven. There is no indication their bodies changed form, so there is evidence we maintain some type of physical form after death. In the passage from Luke 16, the rich man asked Abraham to allow Lazarus to “…dip his [physical] finger in water and cool my [physical] tongue because I am in [physical] agony in this fire…”

Revelation 6:9-11(NIV) 9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.  10They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?”  11Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.

· These martyrs in heaven called out in a loud [physical] voice and each of them was given a white robe [to put on their bodies] and were told to wait a little longer, indicating the passing of time.

· The request of the martyrs for the Lord to “judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood…” shows they have a memory of their life on earth. 

· The martyrs know God has not yet brought judgment on their persecutors; inhabitants of heaven have an awareness, at least to some degree, of what is happening on earth.

Luke 9:29-31(TMSG) 29While he was in prayer, the appearance of his face changed and his clothes became blinding white.  30At once two men were there talking with him. They turned out to be Moses and Elijah—  31and what a glorious appearance they made! They talked over his exodus, the one Jesus was about to complete in Jerusalem. 

Luke 9:29-32(NIV) 29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  30Two men, Moses and Elijah,  31appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.  32Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 

· Moses and Elijah appeared on the mount of transfiguration with Jesus, Peter, James and John. They talked [physical voices] with Jesus about His departure, indicating they—as inhabitants of heaven—had full knowledge of what was about to take place on earth.
Luke 15:10(NIV) 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

· Randy Alcorn, in his book Heaven notes the rejoicing is not by the angels but in the presence of the angels, indicating it logically includes God but also the saints in heaven, who would understand [from firsthand experience] the significance of the conversion and salvation of those on earth.


Revelation 14:13(NIV) 13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.”

Matthew 6:19-21(NIV) 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

· According to these 2 passages, what will accompany us to heaven?

There is also evidence in Scriptures to follow that we receive a ‘resurrected body’. 
When does that take place?
Are we still in heaven when that happens?

Isaiah gives us an early, Old Testament preview…

Isaiah 65:17-19(NIV) 17“Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.

· What does this prophecy in Isaiah say will happen? (One day there will be a new heaven, new earth, New Jerusalem, with no more crying or weeping.)

Revelation 21:1(NIV) 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  

· What did John see?

· What happened to the first heaven and the first earth? (Passed away.)
· The present heaven is a temporary residence where departed saints live until the return of Christ and our bodily resurrection. The eternal heaven, the New Earth, is our true home, the place we will live forever with our Lord and one another.


Revelation 20:14-15(NIV) 14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

· What will be thrown in the lake of fire? (Hell…Hades)


Revelation 21:1-4(NIV) 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

· What did John see in the revelation? (The fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.)

In other words, there is [as Randy Alcorn states] an intermediate earth and heaven until Jesus Christ returns again and the new heaven and the new earth are created in accordance with these passages in Isaiah and Revelation. 

In the intermediate heaven we will be with Jesus Christ, looking forward to our bodily resurrection and permanent relocation to the New Earth, our bodily resurrection, the final judgment, and the creation of the new heavens and New Earth and New Jerusalem.


The New Heaven and Earth and New Jerusalem…

Revelation 21:10-11(NIV) 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  11It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 


Revelation 21:15-16(NIV) 15The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls.  16The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia£ in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 
· 12000 stadia is about 1400 miles or 2200 kilometres…2,744,000,000 cubic miles, which also indicates we will have another dimension of space available to us.

John 14:2-4(NIV) 2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  4You know the way to the place where I am going.”
John 14:2-3(TMSG) 2There is plenty of room for you in my Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get a room ready for you?  3And if I’m on my way to get your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I live. 
· What did Jesus say about room availability in heaven? (Space is not a problem.)
Are there emotions in Heaven?

Revelation 21:1-4(NIV) 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

· How will our emotions change in Heaven?


Is there food in Heaven?

Luke 6:21(NIV) 21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
· How will our appetites be different in Heaven?

· How will our emotions be different in Heaven?

John 21:12-14(NIV) 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.  13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

· Jesus, in His resurrected body, ate fish. Scripture tells us we will be resurrected like Jesus. Therefore, we will eat physical food as Jesus did.


Luke 22:29-30(NIV) 29And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me,  30so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

· What did Jesus tell His disciples they would do in His kingdom? (In addition to judging the twelve tribes of Israel, eat and drink.)


Revelation 2:7(NIV) 7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.

· What will the church do in Heaven?


Luke 22:17-18(NIV) 17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.  18For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
· According to this verse, what did Jesus say He would resume in Heaven?


Matthew 8:11(NIV) 11I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 

· An international banquet. Where will they come from and who will they dine with and how is the meal described?


Isaiah 25:6-8(NIV) 6On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
· What word is used to describe the meal?

· Who is the Chef?

· What is on the menu?

· What beverage will be served? 

· How are the meats and wine described?

7On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken.
· What will the LORD destroy? …swallow up? …wipe away? …remove?

Revelation 5:9-10(NIV) 9And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  10You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”

Randy Alcorn makes a great point on these verses…

They do not say ‘people who were formerly from every tribe, language, people and nation’, but people who will continue to be. Their distinctions aren’t obliterated but continue into Heaven.

Tribe refers to a person’s clan and family lineage. People refers to race. Nation refers to those who share a national identity and culture. Will we have ethnic and national identities? Yes. And many national and cultural distinctives, untouched by sin, will continue to the glory of God…as a tribute to His creativity and multifaceted character.   

How much will we know in Heaven?

1 Corinthians 13:12(NIV) 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

We will continue growing and learning in Heaven…

Revelation 21:5(NIV) 5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

· Notice the verb tense…it is not past—or future, but present perfect…an ongoing process. Jesus Christ is the creator, and His creativity is never exhausted.


2 Corinthians 3:18(NIV) 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect£ the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever–increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

· In the context of time, this process will not only continue in Heaven, but has already begun in the lives of believers.


Ephesians 2:6-7(NIV) 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

· As the previous verse indicates, this process involves the past, present and future.


Luke 6:21-23(NIV) 21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  22Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets.      

· Many are concerned that there will not be laughter in Heaven; what does verse 21 promise?

· Verse 23 tells us to rejoice and leap for joy; is that possible without laughter?
Romans Chapter 6.3, page 5

