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Questions:
· What is an ‘honor system’?
· What is the spirit behind an honor system?

· What are some examples of honor systems?

From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honor_system 

· Toll roads, such as the Sawgrass Expressway near Fort Lauderdale, Florida have unmanned toll booths. When a violation occurs, an alarm may sound, and the vehicle may be photographed, but no officers will pursue the violator.

· At the baggage claim of some airports, all luggage that is removed from arriving flights is placed on a common conveyor belt. From here, it is assumed that passengers will claim only their own luggage and that none will be stolen. This practice, however, is controversial, as claims of lost and stolen luggage have risen. For example, in 2004, a baggage handler at Baltimore-Washington International Airport was arrested for the theft of luggage.

· Some hotels, mostly in continental Europe, operate an honesty bar, allowing guests to serve and record their own drinks and saving the cost of a night bartender. Patrons could theoretically lie about their drink consumption, and the hotel would have only limited powers to verify their claims. The concept of hotel "mini bars" in the United States and Canada is similar, although the stock is quantified more carefully, making it difficult to lie.

· National and State parks and some private parks often use an honor system to collect their admission fees. Rather than having a manned booth, they have a drop box known as an honesty box where money can be inserted, either directly, or in an envelope. Sometimes, the envelope contains a stub that is removed and placed on the guest's vehicle.

· The first honor system in America was penned by Thomas Jefferson at the College of William and Mary, Jefferson's alma mater. In some colleges, the honor system is used to administer tests unsupervised. Students are generally asked to sign an honor code statement that says they will not cheat or use unauthorized resources when taking the test.
· Some supermarket chains allow customers to scan their own groceries with handheld barcode readers while placing them in their own carts. While the system gives customers the ability to place groceries in their bags without paying, and customers can be randomly audited, participating supermarkets have reported that this experimental system has not increased the amount of shoplifting.[2] Many hardware superstores, including Home Depot, allow customers to place small items, such as screws, into bags, then label the bags along with the exact price and quantity of the item they are purchasing. The system, which can be easily cheated, is contingent upon the honesty of customers, and is labeled in many stores as an "honor system."

· Deciding whether or not to obey an honor system can be a dilemma, especially if one places his or her personal financial self interest above the interest of the institution he or she is patronizing. Honor systems are often criticized for promoting laziness and bad behavior. Some have suggested it is paradoxical to ask people to obey a law if there is no readily apparent agent of enforcement.
· What is the potential for abuse in an honor system?

· What would happen to an honor system in which the only policing was done by each individual, that is, no one was responsible for anyone else’s violations…just their own?

· What would then happen to that honor system if each violation reported was dismissed without question or investigation?

Scripture: (Underline/italics in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
The previous lesson from Romans 5 made clear a system for recording violations [the law] was put into place and when it was, the trespass [violations of the law] increased. 
But, because of “…the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ…”, the punishment for violations of the law was changed from death to “…where sin increased, grace increased all the more…” for those who received “the gift of the one man, Jesus Christ”. 
As in the case of a self-policing honor system, many objected on the grounds of potential abuse. That objection did not escape Paul’s notice…

Romans 6:1-23(NIV) 1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 
· Paul asked if we should ‘go on sinning so that grace might increase?’ in response to the last statement in chapter 5…

Romans 5:20-21(NIV) 20The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,  21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

That statement—‘where sin increased, grace increased all the more’—obviously could tempt  some to misuse God’s favor, so Paul addressed potential abuse before it happened with his lead-off question in Chapter 6, followed by an immediate response…
2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  
· Why did Paul say continuing to sin so that grace could increase was not possible for the Christian?

The verses that follow address our ‘death to sin’…
Romans 6:3-14(NIV) 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
· Consider the italicized phrases in verses 3-4: when we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized and buried with Him into His death [in order that] we too may live a new life.

5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with,£ that we should no longer be slaves to sin—  7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  
· Verses 5-8: If we are united with Him in His death, we will be united with Him in His resurrection. Our old self was crucified with Him so we should no longer be slaves to sin…we would be freed from sin. Since we died with Christ, we will also live with Him.

9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

· Verses 9-14: Christ was raised from the dead… death no longer has mastery over him. Count yourselves dead to sin. Do not let sin reign in your mortal body. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin; sin shall not be your master.

Any Christians who are honest with themselves must respond to verse 2 and verses 3-14 with another question, “If I have died to sin, then why do I still struggle with certain sins?” This is a very legitimate question that causes any honest believer to feel inside as if he/she has violated, and continues to violate God’s honor system.  

First, ‘dead to sin’ does not mean ‘free from sin’. In the next chapter, Paul writes…
Romans 7:15(NIV) 15I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
· How did Paul describe himself in the first 6 words?

· What was Paul doing?
Romans 7:17-19(NIV) 17As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.  18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.£ For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.  

· What did Paul desire to do?

· In spite of his desire to do what is good, what did Paul keep doing?
Romans 7:21-23(NIV) 21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  22For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  
· When he wanted to do good, what happened?
· How did he describe what was going on inside him in verse 23? (A war was waging.)
John writes of this same dilemma in the Christian’s internal war with sin…
1 John 1:5-10(NIV) 5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all£ sin. 

· Paul said  in Romans 6:2 “We died to sin…”. Here, John writes, “…if we walk in the light… the blood of Jesus…purifies us from all sin.” Both are in agreement.

· And, as we saw in Romans 7 where Paul struggled with not doing the good he wanted to do, doing instead the very thing he did not want to do, we see John again in agreement…

8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

· What does verse 8 say of the man who claims to be without sin?
· What does verse 9 tell us we should do when we sin?

· What does verse 10 happens if we deny our sin?

· So…according to both Paul and John, are believers ‘free from sin’?

What, then, do Paul and John say to the Christian who wages this war with sin?  
Romans 7:24-25(NIV) 24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
· Paul cried out, “Who will rescue me from this body of death?” What was the answer?

1 John 2:1-2(NIV) 1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for£ the sins of the whole world.

· John said “I write this to you so that you will not sin…”, but if anybody does sin, what [who] is their defense?
Back to our initial question: If we have died to sin, why do we still respond to sin?

Many years ago, a minister (I cannot remember which minister) used a then-popular television series to address this question. The television show was “Gomer Pyle USMC”. 
In the series, Gunnery Sergeant Carter [Frank Sutton] was always in the face of Private Gomer Pyle [Jim Nabors] for his unintentional screw-ups, always yelling “Pyle! Pyle! What are you doing!?!?”
The minster goes on with a query, “Let’s suppose Pyle received an honorable discharge and was one day walking down the street as a civilian. What would Pyle do if he heard a voice behind him yelling, Pyle! Pyle! What are you doing!?!? Instinctively, Gomer would have turned around, throwing up a hand in salute to Sergeant Carter…without even thinking or remembering he was no longer in the Marine Corps, answerable to Sgt. Carter.”
The minister said that is how Christians, even though they have ‘died to sin’, respond when Satan throws out a temptation from behind. We stop, snap to attention and offer up a hand in salute to our former instructor, without remembering we have been discharged from his prison.  Even though we have been discharged from sin and death and are dead to sin, we still respond, as if out of habit, to the barking orders from our former instructor. 
(Apologies for the minister’s use of the Marine Corps to make this particular point.)
Romans Chapter 6.0, page 4

