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Questions:
· Many view Christianity as a religion driven by long lists of ‘Do’s and ‘Don’t’s. What are some of the ‘Do’s and ‘Don’t’s that people associate with Christianity?
Before we begin our study of Romans Chapter 14, consider some of the Scriptures from the previous lesson that set the stage for this study…
Romans 13:8 (NIV) 8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.

(Luke 7:40-48 NIV)  {40} Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. {41} "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. {42} Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" {43} Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. {44} Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. {45} You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. {46} You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. {47} Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." {48} Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."

· In Jesus’ analogy of the two men who owed money, which loved the lender most when he cancelled the debts? (The one with the biggest debt.)

· God sent Jesus Christ to cancel the debt of sin: based on v.47 who loves God the most?

God forgave our debt, therefore…

(Colossians 3:13 NIV)  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

· In Jesus’ parable in Luke above, the one forgiven the most loved the most; adding that truth to this verse, who should be able to forgive the most?
(1 Peter 4:8 NIV)  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

· Which adverb is used to describe ‘how’ we are to love each other? Why?

What can we do to make sure this kind of love for each other happens?

(Hebrews 10:23-25 NIV)  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. {24} And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. {25} Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

· Why are we encouraged to keep meeting? (To spur one another on toward love.)

How does Scripture describe the love we should have for each other?

(Romans 12:9-10 NIV)  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

· What should be the first characteristic of our love for each other? (Sincere.)

· What do you think is the opposite (contrast) of sincere love?

· How do you think hating evil and clinging to good is related to sincere love? (Our motives for loving others should not be evil or impure…only good.)

The following is an example of insincere love motivated by evil rather than good…

(James 2:3-10 NIV)  If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," {4} have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? {5} Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? {6} But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? {7} Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? {8} If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. {9} But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. {10} For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.

· What is the person’s motive in verses 3-4? (Evil thoughts.)

· How is this type of favoritism an example of love that is not sincere?

· What is the standard in verses 8-9 for loving others? (Keeping the royal law.)

{10} Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

· What does it mean to be devoted to someone? (Never let them down.)

· What does it mean to honor one another above yourselves? (First, it is mutual…one another; second, the emphasis is on others, rather than on us.)

Scripture: (Underline/italics/highlights in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
In preparing for this lesson on Romans 14, I found it very interesting to see what pastors and Bible commentators had written about the issues raised in the text. Ray Stedman said…

http://www.raystedman.org/new-testament/romans/on-trying-to-change-others 

We are back in the fourteenth chapter of Romans this morning, and we are going to be discussing the favorite indoor sport of Christians, that is, trying to change each other. As this passage indicates, this has been a major problem in the church for centuries. All through the history of the church, the problem arises from the attitude that most of us share, I am sure, that God is clearly pleased with the way we live -- but there are those others around. They drink beer and play cards; they go to movies; they smoke cigars; they work on Sundays; they wear lipstick; they dance; they play musical instruments; they use zippers instead of buttons. There is an endless list of things that can be included, debatable matters that the church has never been able to settle because of a misunderstanding of the principles that are set forth here in this very passage.

Romans 14:1-23(NIV) 1Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. 2One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

· Some might wonder why Paul wrote about whether it was best to eat meat or vegetables when for most people today, this is not an issue. As we will see, however, the same principle applies to other contemporary ‘disputable matters’.

· Also, as we look at these verses, keep in mind that Paul is addressing and describing believers [only] and how they should relate to each other in the body of Christ.

· What is Paul advising in the first half of verse 1? (Accept him who has weak faith.)

· Many Bible scholars point out that other translations read ‘weak in the faith’, a slight variation that gives better insight into this person; it’s not his faith that is weak, rather it’s that he is weak in the faith. The faith is constant; the believer is the variable.
· By instructing the reader to accept the man who isn’t quite where he needs to be in his faith, Paul assumes the reader will consider himself to be the person who is strong in the faith. David Guzik made an interesting observation on who is weak and who is strong…
http://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/comm_view.cfm?AuthorID=2&contentID=7995&commInfo=31&topic=Romans 

c. He who is weak eats only vegetables: In Paul’s mind, the weak brother is the stricter one. It wasn't that they were weaker in their Christian life because of what they ate or didn't eat, but they were weaker because of their legalistic attitudes and lack of love towards others.

i. Undoubtedly these weak ones did not see themselves as weaker. It's likely they thought they were the strong ones, and the meat-eaters were the weak ones. Legalism has a way of making us think that we are strong and those who don't keep the rules the way we do are weak.

Guzik labels this legalism. What is that? Who is a legalist? What does the legalist do differently from others in the faith? Ray Stedman says…
Someone has defined a legalist as someone who lives in mortal terror that someone, somewhere, is enjoying himself.
· Back to verse 1; what is Paul’s admonition in the second half of the verse? (Assuming you have accepted the weaker brother, do so without passing judgment on him because he has a different opinion from you on ‘disputable matters’.)
· What are the disputable matters? Ray Stedman has already pointed out a brief list of issues. Can you think of other ‘disputable matters’?
· Which matters are not disputable? The ones clearly outlined in Scripture…such as 
Galatians 5:19-21(NIV) 19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 

· Unfortunately, some Christians aren’t even willing to see others whose faith allows them to do/not do certain things as fellow believers. Many simply ‘judge’ them not to be true believers at all.

· Assess yourself: which are you…the man weak in the faith or the man strong in the faith? The hint to the answer is in verse 3; when you think of others who have different opinions than yours on these disputable matters, would you say you look down on them, or would you say you condemn them?

· According to verse 4, who makes the final call on whether these ‘disputable matters’ are right or wrong for any of us? 
5One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 10You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11It is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.’”£ 12So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 13Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. 14As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food£ is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. 15If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. 16Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil.
· Verse 5 brings up another matter over which people disagree…the more sacred days. Are there certain days or seasons celebrated by certain denominations and not by others? Do all Christian denominations observe Lent? 

· Are there Christians who think Christmas is a pagan holiday?
· Do you know of anyone who is strict about not working [and no recreation] on Sunday?

· Do you know of anyone who will not allow their children to participate in Halloween activities?

 17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. 19Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 20Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. 21It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall. 22So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. 23But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

· What is the limit placed on all believers in verse 21?
· If a man has freedom to do things other Christians consider wrong for themselves, what does verse 22 tell that man?
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