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Questions:
· What is a worldview?

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/worldview 

world·view 

n. In both senses also called Weltanschauung. 

1. The overall perspective from which one sees and interprets the world.

2. A collection of beliefs about life and the universe held by an individual or a group.

· What is Weltanschauung? 
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/weltanschauung 
: a comprehensive conception or apprehension of the world especially from a specific standpoint
According to Sigmund Freud: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1918freud-civwelt.html 

By Weltanschauung, then, I mean an intellectual construction which gives a unified solution of all the problems of our existence in virtue of a comprehensive hypothesis, a construction, therefore, in which no question is left open and in which everything in which we are interested finds a place. It is easy to see that the possession of such a Weltanschauung is one of the ideal wishes of mankind. When one believes in such a thing, one feels secure in life, one knows what one ought to strive after, and how one ought to organize one's emotions and interests to the best purpose.

· What does the Bible say about the world[view]?
Scripture: (Underline/italics/highlights in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)

At this point in his letter to the believers at Rome, I imagine Paul pushing back from his writing, breathing a deep sigh and thinking, “Man! This is some powerful stuff [that God is revealing to me]!” I think that is why the next thing he writes—knowing there is an upcoming shift in his letter—is a tribute to the source of the inspiration of his writing…


Romans 11:33-36(NIV) 33Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and£ knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”£ 35“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?”£ 36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.
· Paul is reminded—and reminds us—that these inspirational thoughts are from God, from the deep riches of His wisdom and knowledge…not from himself; Paul is just the messenger.
· As evidenced in the previous lesson where Paul made numerous references to what the Old Testament prophets recorded concerning the Messiah, Paul certainly remembered what Isaiah wrote about God’s thoughts and wisdom as he wrote… 

Isaiah 55:6-11(NIV) 6Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
What did Isaiah encourage the reader to do in verses 6 and 7? How did he say the Lord would respond?

· Next, in verses 8-11, Isaiah records the words of God to the reader; what does God tell us in verse 8?
· What does He tell us in verse 9 about the difference between His thoughts/ways and ours?
· Finally, in verses 10 and 11, what access to His thoughts/ ways does the Lord tell us He has provided for us?
Given this reminder of the attributes of God, Paul continues with his letter to the Romans…

Romans 12:1-21(NIV) 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual£ act of worship.
· Before Jesus Christ died on the cross, the sacrifice for sin was the blood of lambs and bulls. After the cross, there was no longer any need for blood to be shed as a sacrifices, therefore, Paul calls his readers to a different sacrifice…to present their bodies as a living sacrifice. 

In this same light, the author of Hebrews wrote…


Hebrews 10:18-22(NIV) 18And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

· Paul urged his readers to offer their bodies as ‘living sacrifices’. These verses in Hebrews add to what Paul said; since Jesus was the last sacrifice needed for sin, we can now draw near to God with confidence, sincere hearts, consciences cleansed from guilt and bodies washed with pure water. 
Back to Romans 12…

 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
· What does this verse instruct us not to do? What does it instruct us to do?
· How are we transformed?
· How are our minds renewed? Remember what we just read from Isaiah 55…God said His thoughts and ways are much higher than ours, but He gave us an access…through His word, which He sent to accomplish all He wanted to accomplish in us. We are transformed and our minds are renewed as we immerse ourselves in His word.

Back to the world; why do we need to work on not being conformed to it?


Matthew 16:24-27(NIV) 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save his life£ will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 

· What two choices did Jesus say we have in verse 26?

· What is the result [v.26] for the man who chooses the world?

· What is the end result in verse 27 for the man who denies himself, takes up his cross and follows Jesus Christ?


Colossians 3:1-10(NIV) 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your£ life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

· What are we to set, and not to set our minds on?

· The following describe how those two options are manifested in us…

 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.£ 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.

· How does verse 5 describe the mind set on earthly things?

· What does verse 8 say we are to rid ourselves of?

 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

· How is the new self renewed?

Titus 2:11-12(NIV) 11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self–controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,

· How do we learn to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions?


James 4:4(NIV) 4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

· What happens when we choose to be a friend of the world?

1 John 2:15-17(NIV) 15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

· What does loving the world indicate about a person?
· How is the world described in verse 16?

· What happens to the man who does the will of God?

Ray Stedman made some very interesting comments on the world in his study of Romans 12…
http://www.raystedman.org/new-testament/romans/living-day-by-day 

The mind of Christ, of course, looks at the world and does not say that the basis of life is the advancement of self. When it looks at the world it says that the basis for living, the reason for life, is to serve God and to advance his will. Not your will, but his will be done; not the building of your kingdom and your empire, but the advancement of his kingdom. This is the basis for life. This is really what human beings are here for. And to maintain that kind of thinking in the midst of the world takes a renewed mind.

I was talking with a young businessman this past week. He told me that he sat down a few months ago and made a list of all the reasons why he is working at his company -- the advantages it gave him, the salary, the prestige and status, the opportunity to rub shoulders with men in his profession who could help him, the opportunity to be involved in work in which he found intense pleasure and delight. Then, when he finished the list, he looked at it and said to himself, "That's just the human list -- the things that just anybody would put down. I'm a Christian. I ought to have other reasons than these for being here." So he took another piece of paper and sat down and began to list all the reasons why God wanted him there. He began to see things that he hadn't seen before. He saw that God had him there because the fellow at the desk next to his needed help. He had an opportunity to bring a witness to that whole organization that wouldn't be there otherwise. He had occasions to help people with their problems and give them Christian insights to help solve their personal and emotional problems. He began to list all the reasons why God had him there. When he finished, he began to realize that these were the reasons why he was in that job. How much money he made and his advancement were really very trivial; the enduring thing, the thing that would last forever, was not what he got out of it, but what God got out of it.
This past January, at the men's conference, I shared with the men a paper that I had found describing the two kinds of theology there are in Christian life today. It was put in terms of the Old West. One was called Settler Theology, and the other, Pioneer Theology. This paper had some very interesting ways of expressing these differences:

In Settler Theology, the church is the courthouse in a little town; it is in charge of everything. In Pioneer Theology, the church is a covered wagon, out on the trail, never stopping, moving on and on, involved in battles and bearing the scars of many fights, getting stuck in the mud and getting pulled out again. That is the church, a covered wagon.

In Settler Theology, God is the mayor. He lives up on the top floor of the courthouse and keeps an eagle eye on everything going on in town. In Pioneer Theology, God is the trail boss, rough and rugged and tough and hard-hitting; he won't let anybody stop -- he keeps them going down the trail. He gets down, shoulder to the wheel, when they get stuck in the mud.

In Settler Theology, Jesus is the sheriff. He wears a white hat and goes around and plugs all the bad boys that come into town. He is always determining who goes to jail and who doesn't. In Pioneer Theology, Jesus is the scout, out ahead of the party, telling where the wagon is to go next, exposed to all the dangers of the trail. He is the pioneer par-excellence, everyone looks to him as the model of what a pioneer ought to be.

In Settler Theology, the Holy Spirit is the saloon girl. She keeps everybody comforted and happy. In Pioneer Theology, the Holy Spirit is the buffalo hunter, out providing the meat for the wagon train, feeding them daily. He amuses himself by going up to the courthouse window every Sunday, when all the settlers are having an ice cream party, and firing off a tremendous blast from his shotgun that scares the living daylights out of all the people inside.

In Settler Theology, the preacher is the banker. He keeps all the resources in town under control. Everything has to go through him. In Pioneer Theology, the preacher is the cook. He just dishes out the food that the buffalo hunter provides. He's no better than any of the other pioneers, he just keeps them fed.

This paper is a tremendous gathering-up of New Testament Christianity. Christians are not sent into the world to build their own little nests, to feather them up and keep them nice and comfortable, and to try to get by without being polluted by the things around them. That is what we often think, and that is what we often hear, but that is not what it is all about. We are sent into the world "like sheep in the midst of wolves," Jesus said Matthew 10:16). We are exposed to danger and pressure and trouble and battle all the time. The only thing that will keep us from succumbing to all this subversive propaganda to which we are constantly exposed is that we constantly have our minds renewed by the Word of God.

Romans Chapter 11,12, page 1

