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In the previous lesson, Romans 10.1 we saw in Romans 9:30-32… 
That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.
Romans Chapter 10 begins with Paul’s desire and prayer…

Romans 10: (NIV) 1Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 

…and that the Israelites figure out how to obtain this righteousness from God…
2For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

Submitting to God’s righteousness—through faith in Jesus Christ—is the only way to be saved. Paul continues in Romans 10 with the specifics of a person’s faith in Christ…


Romans 10:9-13(NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”£ 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”£
How does a person obtain this faith in Jesus Christ? Paul answers…
Romans 10:14-17(NIV) 14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”£ 16But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?”£ 17Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

Faith is the only way to obtain righteousness. We begin this lesson with the consideration of our understanding of faith in our lives—and in our world—today.

Questions:
· When Paul wrote Romans, he said faith in Jesus Christ was the only way to be saved.  
· Has the message [gospel] changed?  Have we changed the message [gospel]? 

· In reality, is faith still important to us today?  
Duke prof.: American's religious faith waning Published August 24, 2011 Associated Press
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RALEIGH, N.C. – Despite the prominence of religious believers in politics and culture, America has shrinking congregations, growing dissatisfaction with religious leaders and more people who do not think about faith, according to a new study by a Duke University expert.

In "American Religion: Contemporary Trends," author Mark Chaves argues that over the last generation or so, religious belief in the U.S. has experienced a "softening" that effects everything from whether people go to worship services regularly to whom they marry. Far more people are willing to say they don't belong to any religious tradition today than in the past, and signs of religious vitality may be camouflaging stagnation or decline.
Even signs of robust religious faith may not be what they appear, Chaves found. The strength of religious conservatives in politics, for example, has coincided with a growing disillusionment about faith's role in the public square. Chaves found that between 1991 and 2008, the percentage of Americans who strongly agreed that religious leaders should stay out of politics rose from 20 percent to 44 percent.

 http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/08/24/duke-prof-americans-religious-faith-waning/#ixzz1WiTEZYiZ
A Huffington Post reporter also comments on Mark Chaves’ book…
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/08/21/religion-trends-clergy-church-attendance_n_929963.html  
Americans Have Lost Faith In Religious Leaders And Church Attendance, New Book Says
By Jaweed Kaleem, the national religion reporter for The Huffington Post.        Sept. 1, 2011

Here are some other findings by Chaves, who looked at trends in religious diversity, belief, involvement, congregational life, leadership and Protestant decline.                                                                                In the 1950s, 99 percent of Americans said they believed in God.                                                                In 2008, only 92 percent did.                                                                                                                         In 1991, 30 percent of Americans "strongly agreed" that religious leaders should not take part in politics.                                                                                                                    By 2008, that number had jumped to 44 percent.   
The extent of an American's religious involvement more closely predicts that person's political leanings today than it did in the past.  “Several decades ago there was not a strong correlation between how religiously active you were and whether you voted Republican or Democrat,” Chaves says. “Now, there is. If you’re religiously active, you’re now more likely to vote Republican.”
· Is Mark Chaves right, “…that over the last generation or so, religious belief in the U.S. has experienced a "softening"…?

· When he writes, “The strength of religious conservatives in politics, for example, has coincided with a growing disillusionment about faith's role in the public square.”…is he suggesting people who have faith in God are not welcome in politics?
· When he writes, “Several decades ago there was not a strong correlation between how religiously active you were and whether you voted Republican or Democrat,” Chaves says. “Now, there is. If you’re religiously active, you’re now more likely to vote Republican.”…is he saying faith determines which political party a person belongs in?   If so, will the parties not end up with planks of their platform being either “Faith” or “No Faith”?
USA Today weighs in on the topic of Faith in America today…
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/forum/2011-05-15-The-future-of-religion_n.htm 
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Oliver Thomas is a member of USA TODAY's Board of Contributors and author of 10 Things Your Minister Wants to Tell You (But Can't Because He Needs the Job).

Young adults appear largely uninterested in our denominational joustings over "correct" doctrine. They seek opportunities to worship, serve and become part of a nurturing community that cares deeply for one another. Their God is a big God who is unbound by Scripture or learned scholarly limitations. Instead, they see Scripture for what it is: the witness of fallible humans to God's acts in history.

It will be interesting to see whether a new generation of church leaders can begin speaking about their faith in a way that will appeal to modern audiences. Or will they stubbornly cling to ancient metaphors that were created to reach an audience that no longer exists. The apostles used images of slavery (redemption) and blood sacrifice (atonement) in describing the Christian revelation because the ancients believed that is what God required. 

Such common New Testament imagery as "washed in the blood," for example, might have been borrowed from other religions in the Mediterranean world, including the cult of Mithras, in which devotees were literally drenched in the blood of a bull.

Today's congregations are already showing a willingness to worship at different times and places as well as in different ways. Electric guitars, drums and keyboards have replaced pipe organs in many of today's churches. I see no reason why churches can't also change the theological metaphors they employ to convey their ancient truths.
As a practical matter, clergy are seeing less emphasis on believing and more emphasis on belonging. 

· Is Oliver Thomas right…is the god of young adults today ‘unbound by Scripture’? 

· Does the new generation of church leaders need to speak about their faith in a way that will appeal to modern audiences? 

· Should they drop the [slavery] images of redemption and blood sacrifice?
· Is Thomas right in saying, I see no reason why churches can't also change the theological metaphors they employ to convey their ancient truths.
· Are the clergy seeing less emphasis on believing and more emphasis on belonging?
Are these guys right? 

Should we abandon faith and find something else?
Scripture: (Underline/italics/highlights in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
On Faith…
(Hebrews 11:1 NIV)  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How is faith defined here? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is this difficult to understand...to be certain of things we cannot see? 

· Can we see atoms and their component parts? (No.) 

· In spite of not being able to see them, do we question their existence? (No.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why? (Because we have sufficient data on which to base our "faith" in them.)

 (Hebrews 11:6 NIV)  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How important is our faith to God? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do you think it is so important to God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is necessary for us to come to Him? (We must believe He exists.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does God respond to people who earnestly seek Him? (He rewards them.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What reward do you think God gives to those who seek Him?

(Deuteronomy 4:29 NIV)  But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does this verse say the person who seeks God is rewarded? (They will find him.)

Some think all gods are the same, therefore searching for any god will suffice…

(Psalms 81:9 NIV)  You shall have no foreign god among you; you shall not bow down to an alien god.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Does God acknowledge the ‘other gods’? 

· What does He call them? 
· What does He tell us about them?
Faith comes not only from seeking God, but also the ‘one’ He sent…
(John 6:28-29 NIV)  Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" {29} Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did the crowd ask Jesus in v.28? (What works [plural] does God require?)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How did Jesus respond to their question? (The work [singular] of God is this: to believe...have faith in the 
one He has sent.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
This is the same thing Paul wrote in Romans 9 about the righteousness Israel pursued, but did not obtain…the works… “Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.” versus the righteousness the Gentiles obtained…by faith…believing in the one God sent.

(John 14:6 NIV)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Some religions say God sent many different prophets for us to believe in...Jesus was one in a long line of many. What does Jesus say about that in this verse?

How do we acquire faith?As we saw earlier in Romans…


 (Romans 10:17 NIV)  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does this verse say is the source of faith? (Hearing the message through the word of Christ.)

(John 20:31 NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why did John say he recorded the words and miracles of Jesus? (...that you may believe...have faith...that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.)

“Heard through the word of Christ.” These words in particular…
 (John 3:15-16 NIV)  that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. {16} "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
(John 11:25-26 NIV)  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; {26} and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Believe in whom? (God's only begotten Son...Jesus Christ.)

(John 5:23-24 NIV)  that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. {24} "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Believe in whom? (The one who sent Him...the Father.)
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do these Scriptures say about the person who believes in Jesus Christ the Son and God the Father? (They have eternal life.)
Also, to recount what we saw earlier in Romans…
(Romans 10:10 NIV)  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Belief needs to be mixed with something before we can be saved...have eternal life. What does this verse say is needed? (We not only need to believe in Jesus Christ, but make a verbal confession to others of our belief.)

The following passages show us the impact of faith in our lives beyond salvation…

 (Colossians 2:6-7 NIV)  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, {7} rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 6 say? (We are to continually live in Him the same way we received Him...by faith.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does verse 7 tell us this happens? (By being rooted and built up in Him...[by reading the Bible daily which Romans 10:17 said will cause us to be] strengthened in the faith as you were taught...)

(Romans 14:23 NIV)  But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We read in Hebrews 11:6 that it is impossible to please God without faith. What does the end of this verse tell us? (...everything that does not come from faith is sin.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What aspect(s) of your life do you find difficult to entrust to God? Business? ...marriage? ...finances? 
...children?


Someone might wonder how we can learn to trust God with these areas of our life? An example is business: many people think the Bible has little or nothing to say to them about business or the way they should conduct their business, but one Bible concordance has a partial list of 267 passages dealing with various aspects of business. The person who is serious about their Christian life and their business life should make themselves aware of these passages so that when day-to-day situations arise they will;

1. Know God's perspective 

2. (Hopefully) Respond in a manner consistent with Scripture, exemplifying their trust, or

3. Pray for the wisdom to handle those situations not specifically outlined in the Bible.

(Isaiah 26:3 NIV)  You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the result of trusting God? (Perfect peace, mental rest.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you know anyone who would be willing to trade their anxieties for this?

(Jeremiah 17:7-8 NIV)  "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. {8} He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What simile is used to describe the person who trusts in God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What are some of the periods of heat that cause us to fear or droughts that cause us to worry?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
When those times come, would you like to know "your leaves would always be green and never fail to bear fruit"?

(Psalms 1:2-3 NIV)  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. {3} He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How can we become one of these trees that doesn't wither in periods of drought? (By delighting in the law of the Lord...by reading His Bible daily: "...and on His law he meditates day and night."...FAITH!)

(Philippians 4:6-7 NIV)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. {7} And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 6 tell us not to do? (Worry...or be anxious about anything.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is recommended instead? (Pray about everything, thanking God constantly for His answers.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What will result? (An unbelievable peace from God will guard us emotionally and mentally.)

(James 2:14-26 NIV)  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? {15} Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. {16} If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? {17} In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. {18} But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. {19} You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. {20} You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless ? {21} Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? {22} You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. {23} And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. {24} You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. {25} In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? {26} As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is our faith solely for our personal benefit? (No)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Which is more important, our faith or our works?


(Inappropriate question; God never meant for our faith and works to compete against each other; our faith produces our works...our works demonstrate our faith; one is an indication of the other. Neither functions properly from God's perspective without the other. As a fine tuned engine is worthless without fuel, faith without works is dead.)

(Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- {9} not by works, so that no one can boast. {10} For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

(Romans 4:4-5 NIV)  Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. {5} However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do these verses say about the relationship between faith and works?


FAITH...
...is needed to come to God, and to please God;

...in any god or a god as you understand him (her) is an option to anyone, but is a violation of the first three of the Ten Commandments, is unacceptable to Yahweh, God of the Bible, and does not satisfy His requirements for eternal life with Him;

...comes from reading God's Word, the word of Christ, and is to be placed in Jesus Christ the Son and God the Father;

...in the Father and the Son accompanied with a confession of such provides eternal life;

...is not only the key to salvation but also the key God has given us to a life of perfect peace and fruitfulness as we trust Him with everything;

...is not solely for our private consumption, but is the catalyst we need from God to perform the good works for which we were created by Him to do.
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