To receive these lessons, send your request to johncreamer@montanasky.us 

DirtBags  3/5/2010

 2010. John Creamer. All rights reserved. 
It seems wise for a person about to begin a study of Paul’s letter to the believers in Rome to first consider the enormous impact this piece has had on [not just] a few people in the past 2 millennia. As I have been reading commentaries on Romans, most begin with accounts of people whose lives have been changed by this book. In his commentary of Romans on www.blueletterbible.org, David Guzik wrote of 3 of these individuals…
In the summer of 386, a young man wept in the backyard of a friend. He knew that his life of sin and rebellion against God was killing him, leaving him empty; but he just couldn’t find the strength to make a final, real decision for Jesus Christ. As he sat, he heard some children playing a game and they called out to each other the words tole lege, tole lege (“Take up and read! Take up and read!”) Thinking God had a message to him through the words of the children, he picked up a scroll laying nearby opened it and began to read: not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires (Romans 13:13b-14). He didn’t read any further; he didn’t have to. Through the power of God’s word, Augustine had the faith to entrust his whole life to Jesus Christ at that moment.

In August of 1513, a monk lectured on the book of Psalms in a seminary, but his inner life was nothing but turmoil. In his studies, he came across Psalm 31:1: In Thy righteousness deliver me. The passage confused him; how could God’s righteousness do anything but condemn him to Hell as a righteous punishment for his sins? Luther kept thinking about Romans 1:17, which says that in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “He who through faith is righteous shall live” (Habakkuk 2:4). The monk went on to say: “Night and day I pondered until . . . I grasped the truth that the righteousness of God is that righteousness whereby, through grace and sheer mercy, he justifies us by faith. Therefore I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise . . . This passage of Paul became to me a gateway into heaven.” Martin Luther was born again, and the reformation began in his heart.

In May of 1738, a failed minister and missionary went unwillingly to small Bible study where someone read aloud from Martin Luther’s commentary on Romans. As the failed missionary said later: “while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for my salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken my sins away, even mine.” John Wesley was saved that night in London.

Ray Stedman was pastor of Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto, California for 40 years and authored 28 books. In his commentary of Romans, Stedman writes…

A church I know of in Montana was once regarded as the most liberal church in the city of Great Falls. The pastor was in Chicago on one occasion, and he went into the Moody Church to see what fundamentalists were saying. He wanted to find something to criticize. He listened to Dr. Ironside teaching the book of Romans, and his heart was captured by that message. Afterward he talked with Dr. Ironside, who gave him a copy of his lectures on Romans. This man read the book on the train back to Montana, and by the time he reached Great Falls, he was a transformed man. He went into his pulpit and began to proclaim the truths of the book of Romans and the church was transformed. I have therefore had the experience of seeing a completely liberal church transformed to an evangelical testimony in the space of a few years by the power of the book of Romans.

In his expositional commentary of Romans Volumn 1 (Baker Books 1991), James Montgomery Boice tells the story of Robert Haldane, a Scotsman who went to Switzerland in 1816. Haldane was a godly layman who , with his brother James Alexander, had been much used of the Lord in Scotland. On one occasion, Haldane was sitting on a park bench in an open air garden in Geneva and heard a group of young men talking. As he listened he realized two things. First, these were theological students. Second they were ignorant of true [Scriptural] Christianity. Following this encounter and a few encouraging conversations, Haldane began teaching these students the Book of Romans, going through it verse by verse. God honored this work and blessed it by the conversion of these young men. They were converted one by one, and in turn they were instrumental in a religious revival that not only affected Switzerland but spread to France and the Netherlands. 
One of these students was Merle d’Aubigne who became famous for his classic History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century. Another was Louis Gaussen, the author of Theopneustia, a book on the inspiration of the Scriptures. Others converted through Haldane’s study of Romans included: Frederic Monod, chief architect and founder of the Free Churches in France; Bonifas, who became a great and distinguished theologian; and Cesar Malan, another important religious leader. All were converted as a result of Haldane’s exposition of the Roman Epistle.
It should not surprise us that so many lives have been dramatically changed by “the gospel of God” that Paul wrote about in this epistle to the Romans. He was, like so many of these examples, greatly changed by this same gospel. A Jewish Pharisee, Roman citizen, highly educated, terrorist, persecutor and executioner of the followers of Jesus Christ, Paul was converted to Christianity in a personal, post-resurrection encounter with Jesus Christ Himself. The result is history. As Boice said, “Paul is so important as the “first and greatest of all the church’s missionaries and as the articulator and systematizer of its theololgy…”.
Paul wrote the book of Romans from the city of Corinth while he was on his third missionary journey, approximately two years before he went to Rome as a prisoner. At the time, Paul did not know for certain whether he would ever get to Rome personally, so he wanted to make sure his letter to the believers in Rome would have everything they needed in this letter to have a firm doctrinal understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

(Romans 1:1-4 NIV)  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, 

· At the outset of his letter, what did Paul call himself? Why a servant?
· What does the title ‘servant’ bring to mind? Is it positive, or negative?
· How many people in our world today would say ‘servant’ is a position they would aspire to hold or achieve one day?

· One thing Paul communicated to his readers is that his position as a servant was the result of a purchase…or a redemption. In his letter to the church at Corinth Paul wrote…

(1 Corinthians 7:22-23 NLT)  And remember, if you were a slave when the Lord called you, the Lord has now set you free from the awful power of sin. And if you were free when the Lord called you, you are now a slave of Christ. {23} God purchased you at a high price. Don't be enslaved by the world. 

(1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NLT)  Or don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, {20} for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.

· Paul made it clear God paid a high price for all believers…the life of His Son.

· Another thing Paul communicated to his readers is that he had good precedence for this position before Christ…

(Matthew 20:25-28 NIV)  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. {26} Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, {27} and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- {28} just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
· Jesus said He did not come to be served, but to serve: how could Paul…or any of Jesus’ followers…claim to be entitled to anything more than what Jesus set as His own standard? Paul’s precedence for his title came from his master.
called to be an apostle 

· As a [bond]servant of Jesus Christ, what was Paul called to be?

The word ‘apostle’ is an often misunderstood word in the Christian vocabulary, often meaning little more to some than ‘disciple’. But it’s meaning was clear to the first apostles. They understood an apostle was a witness to the resurrected Jesus and that apostles were chosen, equipped and sent by Him. 

In Acts 9, Paul had a personal encounter with the resurrected Jesus and was converted from an enemy to a follower of Jesus Christ. Three days later, Jesus sent a man named Ananias to inform Paul of the ‘chosen, equipped and sent’ part of being an apostle:
(Acts 9:10-17 NIV)  In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. {11} The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. {12} In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight." {13} "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. {14} And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name." {15} But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. {16} I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." {17} Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."

There was no question in Paul’s mind from that point forward what God had called him to do…be an apostle. He wrote to the churches in Galatia:

(Galatians 1:1 NIV)  Paul, an apostle--sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead--

and set apart for the gospel of God--
· Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and set apart for what task?

· In the above mentioned passage to the churches at Galatia, Paul writes a few verses later of this gospel for which he has been set apart…

(Galatians 1:11-12 NIV)  I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. {12} I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

James Montgomery Boice says the ‘gospel’ of God—the good news of God—is “…the most important word in the introduction to Paul’s letter to the Romans… There it occurs six times in verses 1, 2, 9, 15, 16, and 17, and it is important because it is the theme of the epistle. Romans was written to make this great gospel of God more widely known.”
In the next lesson, we will look at the gospel…the good news…of God.
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