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Questions:

· People often talk about their ‘destiny’; what do people mean when they say “This is my destiny.”?

· How do some think a person’s destiny is determined?

· Is the word ‘predestination’ in the Bible? 

· What do people think predestination means?

· Do people who believe in predestination have anything to do with their destiny, or is it out of their control?

In the previous lesson, Scriptures tell us God calls us [Matthew 10:13], but we also call on Him [Romans 10:9-14] to consummate the relationship. Now…continuing with our text in Romans 1… 
Scripture:

[Italics and underlines of call or called are mine for emphasis.]
(Romans 1:1-7 NIV)  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God-- {2} the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures {3} regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, {4} and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. {5} Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. {6} And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. {7} To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Paul described himself in verse 1 as ‘called’ to be an apostle and in verse 5 said this apostleship was given to him to ‘call people’ to the obedience that comes from faith.

· In verse 6, Paul then says to his readers, “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” He expands the group further to “…all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:”

· What does it mean to ‘call people’? What does it mean to be ‘called’? We will investigate other Scriptures to find the answer. 

(Romans 8:28 NIV)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

· First, what does this verse tell us God does in all things? (Works for the good.) 

· Does the verse say God does this universally…for everyone? (No.)

· For whom does He work in all things for the good? (For those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.)

· When the verse says He works in all things, does that include the ‘bad’ things as well as the ‘good’ things? (Of course.)

· Can you think of any examples of God working through a bad thing in someone’s life for their good? 

What does it mean to be called according to His purpose? In the next verse, Romans 8:29, Paul uses the words ‘foreknew’ and ‘predestined’ alongside ‘called’. 

(Romans 8:29-31 NIV) For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. {30} And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. {31} What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

· What does ‘God foreknew’ suggest?

· Is it possible for God to know what is going to happen before it actually happens?

· Is it then possible for God to ‘foreknow’ who would be conformed to the likeness of His Son?

· What is ‘predestined’?

· Whom did (does) God predestine? (Those He foreknew.) We will see in the following passages that what God ‘foreknew’ was which people would receive reconciliation through receiving His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Many, when they hear the term predestination, think it pertains to salvation…that some are predestined to be saved and some aren’t. What does verse 29 say we are predestined to be? (Conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ.)

Let’s see what God foreknew about us by looking at the only other passage in which ‘predestined’ is found in the New International Version of the Bible…

(Ephesians 1:4-5 NIV)  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love {5} he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—

· What did God choose us to be? (Holy and blameless in His sight.)

· According to verse 5, how did God plan to accomplish this in us? (By adopting us as His sons through Jesus Christ.)

When did our predestined adoption process begin? 

(Ephesians 1:11-13 NIV)  In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, {12} in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. {13} And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

· Some believe they [we] were included in Christ before the creation of the world. According to verse 13, when were we included in Christ? (When we heard the word of truth.)

· Having believed, what happened to us? (Marked with a seal…the Holy Spirit.)
· Some may say, “Wait a minute…verse 4 said He chose us in him before the creation of the world!”, but then fail to read the rest of verse 4 and 5. What God chose before the creation of the world was His plan for us (v.4) to be holy and blameless in His sight, for us (v.5) to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ [future—not past tense], for us (v.13) to be included in Christ when we heard the word of truth.

What happened when we heard the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation and believed? A little later in the lesson we will look at John 1:12-13 to answer that question, but first, let’s get back to what God predestined us to become…

(Romans 8:29 NIV)  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…

QUESTIONS:

· Have you ever met someone that reminded you of someone else?

· Have you ever known someone whose traits, habits or characteristics were very similar to those of his/her parent(s)?

· What are some reasons a child would be like his/her parent? (Some of the resemblance is hereditary; the behavioral similarities could be the result of a desire on the child's part to imitate the parent.)

· What could be some of the reasons why a child might not have a desire to be like his/her parent? (Bad relationship.)

· Can you see any resemblance in your own life to one of your parents?

· Did your parents ever tell you some of their wishes for you when you grew up?

· Do you think you have become the person they wanted you to be?

· Do you think God has any desires for us as we grow up spiritually?

· Do you think you have become the person God wanted you to be?

SCRIPTURE: 

(2 Peter 1:2-4 NIV)  Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. {3} His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. {4} Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

· According to verse 4, why did God give us His very great and precious promises? (So that we might participate in the divine nature.)

· What do you think participate in the divine nature means?

· Another translation says become partakers in the divine nature?

WEBSTER'S defines participate and partake:




Participate: to possess something of the nature of a person...




Partake: to have some of the qualities or attributes of...

· By inserting the definitions of  participate and/or partake in verse 4, what is the verse saying? (God wants us to have His nature, qualities and attributes.)

How did God plan for us to acquire His nature, qualities and attributes?

(Ephesians 5:1 NIV)  Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children

· What is God's plan for our taking on His attributes? 

· Do you think a dearly loved child minds imitating a parent? 

· A dearly loved child doesn't need to be told to imitate his/her parent. Why is this? (A dearly loved child imitates a parent automatically.)

· What is the dearly loved child's motivation for imitating a parent? (Love, admiration, and respect.)

· Have you seen your children doing something or acting in a manner that reminded you of yourself? How did their imitation of you make you feel?

· Have you ever noticed yourself doing something that was an imitation of God's nature? Has anyone ever commented that you remind them of God?

When did God plan for our participation in His divine nature to occur?

(2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV)  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

· What verb tense is ‘are being transformed’? (Present continuous. We are being transformed into his likeness; the change is taking place right now.)

(Philippians 3:20-21 NIV)  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, {21} who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

· What transformation is described in v.21? (Our transformation to the likeness of Jesus Christ.) What verb tense is ‘will transform’? (Future.)

· Notice in v.20 that our future transformation is based on a citizenship which we possess now..."But our citizenship is in heaven."

So far…
· God wants us to take on His qualities, His nature and His attributes; He wants us to begin to look and act like Him.

· God predestined (past tense) us to be transformed to the image of His Son.

· We are being transformed (present continuous tense) into His likeness.
· ...the Lord Jesus Christ...will transform (future tense) our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
· A dearly loved child imitates their parent(s); God wants us to imitate Him in the same manner...obviously for the same reason.

"How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called

 children of God! And that is what we are!" 1 John 3:1

How God does this in us…
(2 Corinthians 5:17-18,21 NIV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! {18} All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

{21} God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

· God wants us to be transformed to the image of His Son. How does verse 17 describe our transformed state? (New creation.)

· What does v.17 tell us happened to what we once were? (The old has gone.)

· Some of us may wonder if we need to struggle to be this new person, thinking the responsibility is all ours to "pull this off". Who does v.18 say this new creation "comes from"? ("All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ.") 

· Why is it a superior idea for God to make us a new creation than us trying to make ourselves a new creation? (We don't have the power to make ourselves to be anything! This is a divine, not a human, task.)

· What does v.21 say God's ultimate outcome in our life will be? 
(So that we might become the righteousness of God…further proof that God has to be the author of change in our life, since we have no righteousness in and of ourselves.)

(Ezekiel 11:19-20 NIV)  I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. {20} Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God.

· What is involved in this spiritual overhaul? (We are given an undivided heart and a new spirit so that we can follow God.)

· Why do you think God says we need an undivided heart? 

· Why do you think He says we need a new spirit?

· Have you seen this happen in your own life...specifically an inability and lack of desire to follow God, followed by a pledge in faith to Him, and an ensuing ability and desire to do so? Would you say this is a good indication of God having given you an undivided heart and a new spirit?

We have read what we become—a new creature…and what is required—an undivided heart and a new spirit: how does God do this in our life?

(John 3:3-8 NIV)  In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." {4} "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" {5} Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. {6} Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. {7} You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' {8} The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

What political figure (in a Playboy magazine interview) made the term ‘Born Again’ infamous? Since then, antagonists of Christianity often use the label ‘Born Again’ in a disparaging manner and in doing so, ridicule the very manner in which men and women are reconciled to God through faith in His Son Jesus Christ. 

· How does Jesus describe this process? (Being born again.)

· What did Jesus say a person cannot do unless he is born again? (See the kingdom of God.) In light of what Jesus said in verse 3 is being born again important?

· How do verses 5 and 6 say God makes this happen? (Through His Spirit.)

· The preceding verses in Ezekiel said that God will give us a new spirit by His Spirit. Verse 6 of John 3 says "Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit." Do you see any implications about the method God has chosen to give us this relationship to Him as a child? 

There is nothing we can humanly do to achieve this spiritual transformation. Our greatest human efforts and desire to improve our spiritual condition can only produce human results; i.e., flesh [human efforts can only produce] gives birth to flesh [human results]. What we need is not self-improvement, self-actualization, higher self achievement, or anything accomplished by self! What we need is new spiritual birth that can only be achieved by His Spirit in order to become His children. When does this take place in our lives? Jesus tells us a few verses later…

(John 3:16-21 NIV)  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. {17} For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. {18} Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. {19} This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. {20} Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. {21} But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."

· According to verse 16, how does a person receive eternal life (born again)? (Believing in God’s one and only Son.)

· According to verse 18, who is condemned and who is not condemned?

· According to verses 19-20, why do some refuse to believe and come to the light?

What are some of the ‘rights’ we have as Americans? (Property rights, right to a fair trial, right to bear arms, right to peaceful assembly, to worship, etc.)

Do people who place their faith in God and His one and only Son have any rights?

(John 1:12-13 NIV)  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- {13} children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

· What ‘right’ were we given by God when we received Jesus Christ and believed in His name? (The right to become children of God.)

· What is the significance of the verb tense ‘to become’, i.e., why do you think the verse does not say ‘the right to be’? (It is a right to begin a process.)

When God gives us the right to become children of God when we receive Jesus Christ, how does it differ from our natural, human birth?

(1 Peter 1:23 NIV)  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

· We know that human traits and genetics are transferred through the human seed from parent to child, thus determining much of the character and nature of the child. Peter didn't have any knowledge of genes and chromosomes when God inspired him to write these verses, but God did give him insight beyond his level of knowledge to comment on the seed God plants in our new hearts and the impact of that seed on us. What does he say about our seed...our spiritual heredity...in verse 23? 

· What are the ramifications of being born again...this time from imperishable seed?

If we are born of the imperishable seed of God, what hereditary changes should begin to take place in our lives?

(1 John 2:29 NIV)  If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.

· What does 2:29 say will be apparent in every one of God's children? (Everyone who does what is right has been born of Him.) Have you noticed that people who once seemed to have no conscience begin living by a standard of ‘the right thing to do’ after receiving Christ?

(1 John 3:9 NIV)  No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.

· What does 3:9 tell us? (No one born of Him will continue to sin. Notice the verse doesn't say God's child will never sin again...[see I John 1:8]; it says the sin has a limited life expectancy because God's seed will cause the sin to eventually die. An analogy of what should happen to sin after our spiritual birth might be undesirable weeds growing in a lawn; if the lawn is treated at the right time, the weeds will die and the good grass will live. However, there is a "lead-lag" time between the treatment and the death of the weeds; A person unaware the weeds have been treated may make an early observation of the lawn's condition and have an incorrect assessment because the weeds still appear healthy. When the treatment begins to take effect, death is imminent, albeit delayed. When God's seed resides in us, sins begin to die out; though they sprout up from time to time, they cannot live and flourish as they did before God's seed was planted in us...[Romans 6:6,7].)

(1 John 4:7 NIV)  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.

· What difference does 4:7 say we should expect to see? (Everyone who has been born of God loves one another.) What do you think this verse says about many "Christians" who are at odds with other "Christians" because of unresolved differences, holding grudges, not speaking to each other , etc.?

In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." (John 3:3)  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. (John 1:12-13)  
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