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Questions:

· What does the phrase ‘what comes around goes around’ mean?

· What does the phrase ‘He can dish it out, but he can’t take it!’ mean?

· What does the phrase ‘Like the pot calling the kettle black!’ mean? 

· What does the phrase ‘What’s good for the goose is good for the gander!’ mean?

· What is a ‘double standard’?

· What are some examples of a ‘double standard’?

Scripture: (Underline/italics in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
(Romans 1:26-32 NIV)  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. {27} In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 

· When God ‘gave them over to [their] shameful lusts’ what happened?

{28} Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 

· Following that, what did they think was not worthwhile?

· Then—what did God ‘give them over to…’?

{29} They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, {30} slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; {31} they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 

· What did their ‘depraved mind’ lead to in their lives?
{32} Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Just days before this lesson, the pastor of a mega-church in the Atlanta area was accused of sexual misconduct with 4 young men in his congregation. The national media coverage included excerpts of his past sermons in which he took a strong stand against homosexuality. What happens when Christians take such a public stand against the sins of others and then have their own sins exposed?
Perhaps this is why Romans Chapter 1 ends with these verses and Chapter 2 begins with the following…

(Romans 2:1-4 NIV)  You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. {2} Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. {3} So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? {4} Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?

· What does it mean to ‘pass judgment on someone else’?
· What does verse 1 say to the person who passes judgment on someone else?
· What position does verse 4 say we put ourselves in when we judge others? 
· How would you feel if you offered kindness, tolerance and patience toward someone who responded with contempt?  Verse 4 says that is our attitude toward God when we judge others.

(Matthew 7:1-5 NIV)  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. {2} For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. {3} "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? {4} How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? {5} You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.  

· How does verse 1 address the ‘double standard’ of the guilty judging the innocent?

· How do we feel when someone criticizes [judges] us, one of our family members or a close, personal friend? 

· Have you ever criticized [judged] another person?

· Was your criticism of someone else as repulsive to you as the criticism you received from another person?

· Why are we keenly aware of the damage caused when someone judges us, yet seem to be blind to the damage we cause when we judge others?  

· How does our blindness to the damage we do when judging others compare to the damage if we were trying to remove a tiny speck with our vision is so obstructed? 

· How can we be so ‘blinded’ by our own huge shortcomings that we feel qualified to hold someone else accountable for their slight imperfections? 

· Even if we were able to get the plank out of our eye, wouldn’t it seem that we should be a lot more sympathetic than critical of the lesser inconsistencies of another? 

Is this passage suggesting that if the ‘relative size’ of our sin was reversed…if ours was the size of sawdust we would be qualified to criticize someone for their plank-sized sin?

Not quite…
(John 8:3-11 NIV)  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group {4} and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. {5} In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" {6} They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. {7} When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." {8} Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. {9} At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. {10} Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" {11} "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
· By bringing this woman to Jesus with a recommendation of stoning her to death, the Pharisees and teachers of the law obviously felt her sin was in the ‘plank-size’ category. In His response, did Jesus tell the teachers of the law and the Pharisees, “If any one of you has only ‘sawdust-size’ sins, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”?

· What did Jesus set as the qualifying standard for ‘rock heaving’ in verse 7?  (They had to be without sin.)

· Would you have been qualified (or is there anyone who would be qualified) to throw the first pitch?

· Has God changed His standards for judging/not judging others? Have we?
(John 8:15 NIV)  You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one.
· Comparing the size of our sins in order to qualify as someone who deserves to criticize and gossip about others is a human standard…not a standard from God.  What did Jesus say in this verse about the human standards for judging?

· If the absence of sin was the qualification needed to judge others, Jesus would be the only person in the group; yet, what does He say in this verse about judging others?

· If Jesus did not pass judgment on anyone, who are we to think we are qualified to do so?

(2 Corinthians 10:12 NIV)  We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.

· What did Paul say about this human standard of judging?

(John 12:47 NIV)  "As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.
· Of the two alternatives Jesus could have given to a lost world—passing judgment or offering salvation—which did He choose?

· Of these same two alternatives—passing judgment or offering salvation—which do you think the lost world today perceives Christians are offering them?  Why?

· This is not meant to imply that the people who reject salvation through Jesus Christ will escape judgment.  It is saying that judgment is God’s responsibility, not ours; our responsibility is to tell them of salvation through Jesus Christ.)

· Is it possible that the very people to whom we should be offering God’s salvation are the recipients of our judgmental spirit instead? 

(Romans 14 NIV)  Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. {2} One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. {3} The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. {4} Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

· What is the directive in verse 1 about judging?  (Accept the person without passing judgments [based on] on disputable matters.)

· Paul gave an example of one of the disputable matters of his day…dietary laws. Whereas, this is not a disputable matter today, what could be some the matters Christians have disputes about today? 

· Do you think these disputable matters cause Christians to have judgmental attitudes towards others with whom they disagree?  How…Why?

· According to verse 3, determining which person was ‘correct’ in the disputable matter was not the issue; what was the important issue?  (Regardless of their differences in the matter, neither had the right to ‘look down their nose’ at the other.)

· Why does verse 4 say we have been ‘relieved of any responsibility’ of judging someone? (Because it is God’s responsibility to judge His servants, not ours as fellow servants. Each servant is responsible solely to his master, certainly not to other servants.)

(1 Corinthians 4:3-5 NIV)  I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. {4} My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. {5} Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.
· Verse 3 might sound as if Paul had put himself ‘above accountability’, but explains his position in verse 4; why did he have a clear conscience?

· Are you close enough to God that you can maintain a clear conscience through interaction between yourself and God…without any other human judgment? 

· (James 4:11-12 NIV)  {11} Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. {12} There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are you to judge your neighbor?
· Many Christians who have a judgmental spirit toward others actually think they are helping!  According to verse 11 what are they doing instead?

Romans Chapter 1.23, page 4

