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(Romans 1:1-4 NIV)  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God-- 

· As we studied verse 1 in the previous lesson, Paul made it clear he was set apart for the gospel…not just any gospel…but the “gospel of God”. Recall that in his letter to the churches in Galatia, Paul said of this gospel…
(Galatians 1:11-12 NIV)  I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. {12} I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

Now, verses 2 and 3 give us more definition of this “gospel of God”…

{2} the gospel He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures {3} regarding His Son, who as to His human nature was a descendant of David,
· What additional information does Paul give us about the “gospel of God” in verses 2 and 3?

· Remember, Paul wrote this [while in Corinth Greece] to the believers in Rome in advance of his going there, not knowing for certain if, in fact, he ever would make it. His purpose was to give these new believers everything they would need to have as a foundation for their faith. 
· But…he wanted to make clear from the outset of his letter this was not some new religion [or cult]. This was [is] God’s gospel which “…He [God] promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures regarding His Son”. That is, this “gospel of God” concerning His Son didn’t just begin when Jesus was born.
· Many of these new believers in Rome must have wondered so many things about their “new” commitment to faith in Jesus Christ [most likely] after hearing Peter’s sermon at Pentecost [the Jewish festival] in Jerusalem. Paul begins his letter clearly with the point that “new” to them doesn’t mean it was “new” to God.

Paul routinely began at the beginning regarding the gospel’s history. Consider the first recorded example of Paul’s preaching in Acts 13: In Pisidian Antioch Paul was asked by the synagogue rulers to speak. Beginning with God choosing Israel, Paul goes through Israel’s history in Egypt, being ruled by the judges, then asking God for a king. Coming to King David, Paul gives the first “promised beforehand” Scripture reference to the “gospel of God regarding His Son”…

(Acts 13:21-23 NIV)  Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty years. {22} After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: 'I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.' {23} "From this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised.

· What did Paul say about Jesus in verses 22 and 23?
Where did Paul get this prophecy about Jesus’ connection to King David?...
(Isaiah 11:1-2 NIV)  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. {2} The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD--

· What will come from the lineage of Jesse [David’s father]? (More on the family relationship of David and Jesus later in the lesson…) 
As Paul’s message continues…

(Acts 13:29-31 NIV)  When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. {30} But God raised him from the dead, {31} and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people.

· Paul refers to Jesus’ crucifixion as “they had carried out all that was written about him”; what are some of the things about Jesus’ crucifixion written [beforehand through His prophets]?
(Isaiah 53:5-7 NIV)  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. {6} We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. {7} He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

(Isaiah 53:9 NIV)  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

· A Roman soldier pierced Jesus’ side with His spear to make sure He was dead.

Paul continues…

(Acts 13:32-38 NIV)  "We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers {33} he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: "'You are my Son; today I have become your Father.' {34} The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: "'I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.' {35} So it is stated elsewhere: "'You will not let your Holy One see decay.' {36} "For when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. {37} But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay. {38} "Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.

· Paul gives the Old Testament Scriptures fulfilled in this “gospel of God regarding His Son”.
· The first in verse 33 is Psalms 2;7, the second in verse 34 is Isaiah 55:3, and the one in verse 35 is Psalm 16:10.

At the end of his speech in Pisidian Antioch, Paul concludes with two more prophecies 

“…promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding His Son…”

(Acts 13:40-41 NIV)  Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: {41} "'Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in your days that you would never believe, even if someone told you.'"

· Paul quotes the prophecy from Habakkuk 1:5, warning his listeners not to respond as the prophets foretold to this gospel, a response conditioned by the circumstance foretold in Isaiah…
(Isaiah 49:5-7 NIV)  And now the LORD says-- he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength-- {6} he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth." {7} This is what the LORD says-- the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel-- to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: "Kings will see you and rise up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."

· Isaiah promised beforehand that this gospel of God concerning His Son would also be a light for the Gentiles.

In the sermon at Pentecost that prompted these believers in Rome to follow Christ, Peter also rooted the gospel firmly in Old Testament prophecies…
 (Joel 2:28-32 NIV)  'And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. {29} Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. {30} I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. {31} The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. {32} And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

(Psalms 16:8-10 NIV)  I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. {9} Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, {10} because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

(Psalms 110:1 NIV)  Of David. A psalm. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."

In another sermon recorded in Acts 4:8-12, Peter referred his listeners to Old testament prophecies of Jesus’ rejection by Israel…

(Psalms 118:22 NIV)  The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;

(Isaiah 8:14 NIV)  and he will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel he will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare.

(Isaiah 28:6 NIV)  He will be a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, a source of strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

So we see Paul and Peter both proved it was the gospel of God regarding His Son by referencing its beginnings in the Old Testament prophecies. But not only Paul and Peter…
(Luke 24:25-27 NIV)  He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! {26} Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" {27} And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

· After His resurrection, Jesus walked up on 2 of His disciples on the road to Emmaus who did not recognize Him His method of revelation? Verse 27...the same as Paul and Peter. 
Finally, regarding the last phrase in verse 3…

who as to His human nature was a descendant of David,
The prophet Jeremiah wrote:

(Jeremiah 23:5-6 NIV)  "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. {6} In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.

Then, in the New Testament gospels we find two different accounts of the genealogy of David to Jesus in Matthew and Luke. David’s was through Solomon, Luke through Nathan…an apparent problem. Not at all.
Chuck Smith, in his commentary of Romans on  http://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries writes of Jesus as a descendant of David:
According to the promise then, he is come as the seed of David, there shall come out of Jesse a righteous branch. It is interesting that in the gospels when they record the genealogies of Jesus, that though the genealogy of Matthew and Luke are different, both of them go back to David. But from David they take different branches, in Matthew's genealogy when you get to David and David begot Solomon of Bathsheba who was the wife of Uriah, it brings you the genealogy from Solomon on down to Joseph who was supposed by the people to be the father of Jesus. Now in the genealogy coming from Solomon you come to this fellow Jeconiah. The Lord placed a curse upon Jeconiah from the last verse of the twenty-second chapter of Jeremiah, where Jeremiah said, "Hear O earth, hear O earth the word of the Lord, there shall not be a seed of Jeconiah to sit upon the throne of David forever." If Jesus were the son of Joseph He could not sit on the throne.
Luke gives us a another genealogy, the genealogy of Mary, of Joseph who was the son-in-law of Eli. So it is Mary's genealogy in Luke and he traces a different line back to David. He comes back to Nathan the son of David. So that Jesus through Mary, a descendant of David, and thus, a claimant to the throne of David, but not through Jeconiah. If so, He could not be a claimant to the throne, because of the curse of God that there should not be any of Jeconiah's seed sitting upon the throne of Israel. The two genealogies show that it was through David. 
James Montgomery Boice adds to this:

“But when Joseph took Mary under his protection and thus became the adoptive father of her divine child, he passed the right of royalty to him. And since Jesus was also descended from Mary—who, as it turns out, was a descendant of David through the line of Nathan—Jesus combined the claims of the two lines in his unique personhood and thereby eliminated the possibility of there ever being any other legitimate claimant to the throne. In other words, if Jesus is not the Messiah who has descended from David according to the Old Testament prophecies, there will never be a Messiah.”

A strong beginning for the gospel of God “…the gospel He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding His Son…”
Romans Chapter 1.2, page 5

