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Questions:

· How do different people respond when they do something wrong and have to ‘own up to it’?

· What different responses do people have if they are disciplined for their wrongdoing?

(Romans 1:17 NIV)  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

· Does a person ever do something wrong after becoming righteous by faith?

· If so, is the righteous person disciplined for his/her wrong?

Scripture: (Underline/italics in Scriptures are mine for emphasis.)
(Psalms 32 NIV)  Of David. A maskil. Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. {2} Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. {3} When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. {4} For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Selah 

· How did the psalmist describe himself when he refused to confess his sin?

{5} Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"-- and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 

· What happened when he confessed his sins?

{6} Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him. 

· According to verse 6, to whom are these verses about confessing sins directed?

{7} You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah {8} I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. {9} Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. 

· What are the godly advised not to act like?

{10} Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord's unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him. {11} Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!

· What is the final outcome if we follow the directives of these verses?

(1 John 1:8-10 NIV)  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
· What is happening when we refuse to acknowledge our sins?
{9} If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
· What does God do when we confess our sins?
{10} If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

· What are we saying about God when we claim we have not sinned?

· According to Hebrews 12:11 (below) and verse 9 in this passage, what will happen when this person confesses the sins? 
(Hebrews 12:7-11 NIV)  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 
· Who has hardship (discipline)?
{8} If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. {9} Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! {10} Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. {11} No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

· What does verse 11 say is the relationship between discipline and righteousness?

(Psalms 36:1-2 NIV)  ...An oracle is within my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There is no fear of God before his eyes. {2} For in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin.

· How do these verses describe the man who is blind to his own sins?
The ‘Psalm of the righteous’…

(Psalms 37 NIV)  Of David. Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do wrong; {2} for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away.
· What are the righteous not to do? Why?
{3} Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
· What are they to do instead in verses 3? (Trust in the Lord, do good.)

{4} Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.
· What are they to do? What will result?
{5} Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: {6} He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun. 
· What are the righteous to do? 

· What will God do in return?
{7} Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
· What are the righteous to do?
{8} Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret--it leads only to evil. {9} For evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land. 
{10} A little while, and the wicked will be no more; though you look for them, they will not be found. {11} But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy great peace. 
· What are the righteous to do? 

· What will happen to the evil men and the wicked?

· What will happen to the righteous?
{12} The wicked plot against the righteous and gnash their teeth at them; {13} but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he knows their day is coming. {14} The wicked draw the sword and bend the bow to bring down the poor and needy, to slay those whose ways are upright. {15} But their swords will pierce their own hearts, and their bows will be broken. 

· According to verses 12-15, people will try to discredit the righteous, even destroy them. What will happen to the people who oppose the righteous?

{16} Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of many wicked; {17} for the power of the wicked will be broken, but the LORD upholds the righteous. {18} The days of the blameless are known to the LORD, and their inheritance will endure forever. {19} In times of disaster they will not wither; in days of famine they will enjoy plenty. {20} But the wicked will perish: The Lord's enemies will be like the beauty of the fields, they will vanish--vanish like smoke. 

· Many times we think the formula for financial success is determined by our level of income or net worth; what advantage do the righteous have in achieving financial security? (Whatever they have—regardless of how much it is—is better than a much greater amount that the wicked may have.)

· V.19…What does the threat of an economic downturn do to the righteous?

{21} The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously; {22} those the LORD blesses will inherit the land, but those he curses will be cut off. {23} If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; {24} though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand. {25} I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. {26} They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed. 

· Not only does the righteous enjoy a higher quality of life (v.16), but what is the contrast between how the wicked and the righteous handle their money in verses 21 and 26?  What is the righteous able to do with his/her material blessings (verses 21,26)?

· All of us stumble; what happens to the righteous in verses 23 and 24?

In light of verses 16-26, the wicked still have more than the righteous to give away. Their unwillingness to be generous is not because they don’t have it; it is because they are selfish. [Also…if they have more than others, then why are they borrowing?] 

{27} Turn from evil and do good; then you will dwell in the land forever. {28} For the LORD loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones. They will be protected forever, but the offspring of the wicked will be cut off; {29} the righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever. 

· What are the righteous told to do in verse 27 and what will be the result? 

· Why will the Lord do this according to verses 28 and 29?

{30} The mouth of the righteous man utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks what is just. {31} The law of his God is in his heart; his feet do not slip. 

· Not only is the righteous sure-footed, but what else? (Good communication skills enable him to help others.)

{32} The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, seeking their very lives; {33} but the LORD will not leave them in their power or let them be condemned when brought to trial. {34} Wait for the LORD and keep his way. He will exalt you to inherit the land; when the wicked are cut off, you will see it. {35} I have seen a wicked and ruthless man flourishing like a green tree in its native soil, {36} but he soon passed away and was no more; though I looked for him, he could not be found. {37} Consider the blameless, observe the upright; there is a future for the man of peace. {38} But all sinners will be destroyed; the future of the wicked will be cut off. {39} The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; he is their stronghold in time of trouble. {40} The LORD helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take refuge in him.

Review: 

· We have spent a lot of time on the future of the righteous. God also recorded specific results if a person chooses the alternative to being righteous. According to verses 2, 9, 10, 15, 17, 20, 28, 34, 36 and 38, what is the destiny of the wicked?

The difference between the righteous and wicked is what they pin their hopes on. Contrast the stronghold of the righteous in verse 39 (above) with the stronghold for the wicked in the next passage.

(Psalms 52:6-7 NIV)  The righteous will see and fear; they will laugh at him, saying, {7} "Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by destroying others!"

· What is the stronghold of the wicked and the righteous (above)?

(Psalms 55:22-23 NIV)  Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall. {23} But you, O God, will bring down the wicked into the pit of corruption; bloodthirsty and deceitful men will not live out half their days. But as for me, I trust in you.

· Ever hear someone say God is a crutch for Christians. According to verse 22, are they right? (Yes!!!)

(Proverbs 24:15-16 NIV)  Do not lie in wait like an outlaw against a righteous man's house, do not raid his dwelling place; {16} for though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity.

· Even if the righteous fall, what happens to them? (They keep getting back up; nothing keeps them down.)

(Psalms 112 NIV)  Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his commands. {2} His children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. {3} Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. {4} Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. {5} Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely, who conducts his affairs with justice. {6} Surely he will never be shaken; a righteous man will be remembered forever. {7} He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. {8} His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes. {9} He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honor. {10} The wicked man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste away; the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.

· What does the person in this psalm base (center) his life on according to verse 1?

· What legacy does he leave (v.2)?

· What is his economic situation (v.3)?

· Look at verses 4-9: what adjectives and descriptive phrases are used in these verses to describe this person? (Answers underlined and italicized for emphasis.)

(Proverbs 4:18-19 NIV)  The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. {19} But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.

More on the contrast between he righteous and the wicked…

· What are both the righteous and the wicked doing in these verses? (Walking through life.)

· How do their journeys differ?

Acquires knowledge… 

(Proverbs 9:7-9 NIV)  "Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs abuse. {8} Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you. {9} Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.

· What does the righteous do when he is presented with instruction and knowledge? (Increases in wisdom and learning.) 

· What does the righteous do with this increased knowledge? Continue…

and with people skills uses the knowledge to help others.
(Proverbs 10:8-14 NIV)  The wise in heart accept commands, but a chattering fool comes to ruin. {9} The man of integrity walks securely, but he who takes crooked paths will be found out. {10} He who winks maliciously causes grief, and a chattering fool comes to ruin. {11} The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked. {12} Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs. {13} Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, but a rod is for the back of him who lacks judgment. {14} Wise men store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.

(Proverbs 10:18-21 NIV)  He who conceals his hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is a fool. {19} When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise. {20} The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of the wicked is of little value. {21} The lips of the righteous nourish many, but fools die for lack of judgment.

(Proverbs 10:31-32 NIV)  The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out. {32} The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse.

(Proverbs 15:28 NIV)  The heart of the righteous weighs its answers, but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.

(Proverbs 12:5 NIV)  The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful.

 (Proverbs 12:26 NRSV)  The righteous gives good advice to friends, but the way of the wicked leads astray.

· Communication skills and common people skills enable the righteous to process knowledge and information to benefit others. What descriptive phrases in these verses describe how the righteous person uses these skills and abilities to enable them to use this wisdom and knowledge to help others? (Answers underlined rather than listed.)

Work Ethic:

(Proverbs 10:2-7 NIV)  Ill-gotten treasures are of no value, but righteousness delivers from death. {3} The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry but he thwarts the craving of the wicked. {4} Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth. {5} He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son. {6} Blessings crown the head of the righteous, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked. {7} The memory of the righteous will be a blessing, but the name of the wicked will rot. 

· What do these verses say about the work ethic of the righteous?

(Proverbs 10:16 NIV) The wages of the righteous bring them life, but the income of the wicked brings them punishment. 

(Proverbs 12:12-13 NIV)  The wicked desire the plunder of evil men, but the root of the righteous flourishes. {13} An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble. {14}  From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.

(Proverbs 12:27-28 NIV)  The lazy man does not roast his game, but the diligent man prizes his possessions. {28} In the way of righteousness there is life; along that path is immortality.

(Proverbs 13:21-22 NIV)  Misfortune pursues the sinner, but prosperity is the reward of the righteous. {22} A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children, but a sinner's wealth is stored up for the righteous.

(Proverbs 15:6 NIV)  The house of the righteous contains great treasure, but the income of the wicked brings them trouble.

· Not only is their work ethic different, but how do they handle their income differently?

Hopes and Aspirations:

(Proverbs 10:24 NIV)  What the wicked dreads will overtake him; what the righteous desire will be granted.

(Proverbs 10:28 NIV)  The prospect of the righteous is joy, but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing.

(Proverbs 10:29-30 NIV)  The way of the LORD is a refuge for the righteous, but it is the ruin of those who do evil. {30} The righteous will never be uprooted, but the wicked will not remain in the land.

(Proverbs 11:23 NIV)  The desire of the righteous ends only in good, but the hope of the wicked only in wrath.

· (Going verses by verse), How would you compare and contrast the hopes and aspirations of the righteous and the wicked?

In the storms…

(Proverbs 10:25 NIV)  When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm forever.

(Proverbs 11:8-10 NIV)  The righteous man is rescued from trouble, and it comes on the wicked instead. {9} With his mouth the godless destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the righteous escape. {10} When the righteous prosper, the city rejoices; when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy.

· Everyone has storms in life. How do the righteous stand up under stormy conditions? (Storm resistant)

 (Proverbs 12:3 NIV)  A man cannot be established through wickedness, but the righteous cannot be uprooted. 

(Proverbs 14:32 NIV)  When calamity comes, the wicked are brought down, but even in death the righteous have a refuge.

· Have you ever walked through the woods after a windstorm or along the beach after a hurricane? What does it do to trees? What do the storms of life do to the righteous?

Generous…and blessed as a result!

(Proverbs 21:25-26 NIV)  The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. {26} All day long he craves for more, but the righteous give without sparing.

(Proverbs 13:25 NIV)  The righteous eat to their hearts' content, but the stomach of the wicked goes hungry.

· (Look up both verses at the same time, then ask) Who is the wicked worried about in 21:25-26? Who is the righteous concerned about?

· Coincidentally, (or is it?) what happens to each of them in 13:25?

(Proverbs 11:24-28 NIV)  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. {25} A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. {26} People curse the man who hoards grain, but blessing crowns him who is willing to sell. {27} He who seeks good finds goodwill, but evil comes to him who searches for it. {28} Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

· Again, what do the righteous do with their material possessions?

· The more they give, what happens?

(Proverbs 16:8 NIV)  Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice.

· Sometimes it is not always ‘more is better’; what does this verse say the righteous may get rather than ‘more is better’? (‘Better is more’.)

The generosity of the righteous isn’t always demonstrated by $…

(Matthew 25:31-46 NIV)  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. {32} All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. {33} He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. {34} "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. {35} For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, {36} I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' {37} "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? {38} When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? {39} When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' {40} "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' {41} "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. {42} For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, {43} I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' {44} "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' {45} "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' {46} "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

· According to these verses, what were the forms of ‘currency’ the righteous used? (Whatever the need, they gave.) What are the three needs in verse 35? …36?

Prayers…

(James 5:16 NIV)  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

(Proverbs 15:29 NIV)  The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous.

· How does a person’s righteousness effect their prayer life?

(Proverbs 12:10 NIV)  A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel.

Reminder of the limitations of righteousness…

(Titus 3:4-7 NIV)  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, {5} he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, {6} whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, {7} so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

Bottom Line:

Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them. (Hosea 14:9 NIV)
But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him."  But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved. (Hebrews 10:38-39 NIV)
(Proverbs 13:5 NIV)  The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame and disgrace.

(Proverbs 13:6 NIV)  Righteousness guards the man of integrity, but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

(Proverbs 16:31 NIV)  Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life.

(Proverbs 18:10, 11 NIV)  The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.  {11}  The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall.

(Proverbs 20:7 NIV)  The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him.

(Proverbs 21:15 NIV)  When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.

(Proverbs 23:24 NIV)  The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him.

(Proverbs 25:26 NIV)  Like a muddied spring or a polluted well is a righteous man who gives way to the wicked.

(Proverbs 28:1 NIV)  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion.

(Proverbs 28:12 NIV)  When the righteous triumph, there is great elation; but when the wicked rise to power, men go into hiding.

(Proverbs 29:2 NIV)  When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.

(Proverbs 29:6-7 NIV)  An evil man is snared by his own sin, but a righteous one can sing and be glad. {7} The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.

(Proverbs 29:16 NIV)  When the wicked thrive, so does sin, but the righteous will see their downfall.

(Proverbs 29:27 NIV)  The righteous detest the dishonest; the wicked detest the upright.

 (Ecclesiastes 7:20 NIV)  There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.
(Isaiah 26:7 NIV)  The path of the righteous is level; O upright One, you make the way of the righteous smooth.

(Isaiah 57:1 NIV)  The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout men are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous are taken away to be spared from evil.

(Habakkuk 2:4 NIV)  "See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright-- but the righteous will live by his faith--

(James 1:19-20 NIV)  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, {20} for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.
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