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Questions:

· How do you think Americans would respond to the following question?

For America to truly be “One Nation Under God” (the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Old and New Testament) is:

a. Critically important

b. Important but not critical

c. Not important

d. An outdated and offensive creed
· How much longer will the phrase “One Nation Under God” remain in the American “Pledge of Allegiance”?

· What percentage of Americans today would say we are “One Nation Under God”?

· Because of other ‘more important’ news in Washington in recent days, many are not aware of the recent ruling of the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals on this phrase in the pledge…
The following article by Carol J. Williams appeared in the L A Times on March 11, 2010:

A divided federal appeals court Thursday reversed itself, ruling that the Pledge of Allegiance doesn’t violate the constitutional prohibition against state-mandated religious exercise even though it contains the phrase “one nation under God.” 

The U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling in 2002, which deemed that requiring students to recite the pledge violated their rights to be free of religious indoctrination by the government, was one of the most controversial to come out of the court that is second only to the U.S. Supreme Court in its power to determine law for nine Western states and two Pacific territories. 

The appeals court’s earlier decision had been reviewed by the Supreme Court in 2004, but the justices dodged the constitutional question on procedural grounds, throwing out the lawsuit brought by a Sacramento atheist and leaving intact the wording of the patriotic declaration.

Also decided Thursday was a challenge brought by the same plaintiff, Michael Newdow, to the phrase “In God We Trust” printed on the national money. The same three-judge panel ruled that an earlier case had found the phrase to be a national motto and that its placement on U.S. coins and currency wasn’t required by any government statute.

The Establishment Clause of the Constitution’s 1st Amendment prohibits the enactment of a law or official policy that establishes a religion or religious faith. The 9th Circuit’s earlier ruling that the pledge unconstitutionally included “under God” stirred nationwide controversy and exposed Newdow, a physician and lawyer, to virulent scorn for attacking the religious references. 

In Thursday’s ruling, written by Judge Carlos T. Bea, an appointee of President George W. Bush, the judges ruled 2-1 that Newdow and others who joined his lawsuit didn’t have standing to challenge the 1954 amendment to the pledge adding the words “under God” because no federal statute requires them to recite it.

Senior Circuit Judge Dorothy W. Nelson joined Bea in the ruling, but Judge Stephen Reinhardt dissented, writing that “the state-directed, teacher-led daily recitation in public schools of the amended ‘under God’ version of the Pledge of Allegiance... violates the Establishment Clause of the Constitution.” 

Nelson and Reinhardt were both appointed to the court by President Carter.

As we close this mini-series of lessons dealing with the threats to the gospel in individual lives we:

a. begin with the remaining Scriptures about money and riches, then 
b. end with an admonition given to a nation that fails to follow God.
Scripture:
(Job 27:16-23 NIV)  Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of clay, 

· The man seems to have financial and material security. How is he described? (More silver than he can count, more clothes than he can wear.)

{17} what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent will divide his silver. 

· Yet, the hint of a dark cloud appears on the horizon in verse 17; what happens to the source of security? (Everything he has stored up appears to be going to others, to the righteous and the innocent.)

{18} The house he builds is like a moth's cocoon, like a hut made by a watchman. {19} He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens his eyes, all is gone. {20} Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest snatches him away in the night. 

(Job 27:18-20 NLT)  The houses built by the wicked are as fragile as a spiderweb, as flimsy as a shelter made of branches. {19} "The wicked go to bed rich but wake up to find that all their wealth is gone. {20} Terror overwhelms them, and they are blown away in the storms of the night.

· How quickly does this storm appear? (Overnight.)

· How much did he lose?

· Is it possible for fortunes to be lost overnight?

{21} The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; it sweeps him out of his place. {22} It hurls itself against him without mercy as he flees headlong from its power. {23} It claps its hands in derision and hisses him out of his place.

· According to this passage, how much security can we count on from money and other material things?

· Does this square up with conventional wisdom concerning financial security…that is, do we have the notion that money is our security?

(Proverbs 23:4-5 NIV)  Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. 

· Have you ever known someone ‘wearing himself out to get rich’?

· What is the person advised to do instead?

{5} Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

· If we make some money, how does this verse tell us to relate to our wealth?

To some, wealth is their defense against life’s invading dangers and uncertainties
(Proverbs 18:11 NIV)  The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall.

· During the days of marauding bands of thieves and robbers, the value of living in a fortified city with tall, unscalable walls surrounding it was the security those walls provided against danger, death and destruction. The writer of Proverbs says this is the perspective people often have toward their money; they feel it will provide an impenetrable defense against life’s invasions. 

· What is the verb in the second phrase? What question does ‘imagine’ raise about the relationship between the rich and their wealth? (Is it a real…or imaginary wall?)

(Proverbs 11:28 NIV)  Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

· What does this verse say about the trustworthiness of riches?

To some wealth is the determining factor for their retirement… 
(Luke 12:15-21 NIV)  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." {16} And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. {17} He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' {18} "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. {19} And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' {20} "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' {21} "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

· If most people won the lottery, how much longer would they work? 
· The rich man determined he had saved enough to never work again. His security came from his abundance of things, not God.

· What was God’s opinion of the man’s financial planning strategy in verse 20?

· What did Jesus say is the error of this perspective in verses 15 and 21? (The mindset that the quality of life is determined by the abundance of possessions, rather than a rich relationship with God..)

· What is the central focus of your plans for the future...$ or God?

Is money our focus of strength, security and protection in life...or is God? The right perspective on money and things begins with the proper understanding of their source.
(Deuteronomy 8:10-18 NIV)  When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. {11} Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. {12} Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, {13} and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, {14} then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

· What does verse 14 say financial success can do to a person?

{17} You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 
· What does the person say to himself?

· Is this still a temptation today?
{18} But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

· What does verse 18 tell us about the true source of our wealth?

· Have we in America maintained this perspective of the source of our wealth?

· Have Christians maintained this perspective of the source of our wealth?

(James 4:13-16 NIV)  Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." {14} Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. {15} Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." {16} As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil.

· From purely a business standpoint, is there anything wrong with the strategy of business in verse 13?

· What do verses 14-16 say about the Scriptural way to make plans for business?

· What is the difference between the two business plans? (The first strategy has no recognition of God and ends in boasting and bragging about the accomplishments; the second acknowledges Him throughout as the source of all our wealth. 

(Proverbs 3:5-10 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
· Where are we advised to place our trust? 

· What are we advised not to rely on?
{7} Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. {8} This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. {9} Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; {10} then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

· What does verse 9 admonish us to do with our wealth?

· What does verse 10 say the result will be if we do?

What is the Right Perspective?

(Matthew 19:16-29 NIV)  Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" {17} "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." {18} "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, {19} honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'" {20} "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" {21} Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." {22} When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. {23} Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. {24} Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." {25} When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" {26} Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." {27} Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" {28} Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. {29} And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.

· What is the bad news for anyone who aspires to be wealthy in verses 23 and 24?

· What is the good news for all of us in verse 29? 

· What is the summary of Jesus’ comments on personal wealth in these verses? 

(If we desire wealth, riches and possessions more than anything in life, we’re in trouble spiritually; if, by following Christ we forfeit anything, we will receive in this life a hundred times as much and will also inherit eternal life.)

What is the Best Thing to do with Money and Things? “Plant” Them.
(2 Corinthians 9:6-11 NIV)  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. {7} Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. {8} And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. {9} As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." {10} Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. {11} You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

· What will happen (v.6) if we plant little? (Little comes up.) ...if we plant a lot? (A lot comes up.)

· Where should the motivation come from (v.7) to give?

· How is the supply of seed replenished according to verses 8-11?

· What is the Scriptural perspective and proper use of wealth in verse 11?

Now, a look at what God told Israel would happen if they obeyed His commands and what would happen if they did not. Although these verses were not written to America, I think the principles still apply to us, or any other nation.

(Deuteronomy 26:16-19 NIV)  The LORD your God commands you this day to follow these decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all your heart and with all your soul. {17} You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him. {18} And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. {19} He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.

· What status would Israel have among the other nations if they followed God?
(Deuteronomy 27:1 NIV)  Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people: "Keep all these commands that I give you today.

(Deuteronomy 27:10 NIV)  Obey the LORD your God and follow his commands and decrees that I give you today."

(Deuteronomy 27:26 NIV)  "Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!"

(Deuteronomy 28:1-3 NIV)  If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. {2} All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: {3} You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.

· What would happen if they followed God?
(Deuteronomy 28:6-10 NIV)  You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. {7} The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. {8} The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. {9} The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. {10} Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you.

· What kind of economic and military strength would the nation “called by the name of the Lord” have?
(Deuteronomy 28:12-15 NIV)  The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. {13} The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. {14} Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them. 
· Can we make the claim in verse 12 of being only a lending, not a borrowing nation?
· Can this nation make the claim that we have carefully followed God’s commands?

· Is there a relationship between these two?

(Deuteronomy 28:15-19 NIV)  However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: {16} You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country. {17} Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed. {18} The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. {19} You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.

· What will happen to the economy?

(Deuteronomy 28:25 NIV)  The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one direction but flee from them in seven, and you will become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on earth.

· What will happen to the military?

(Deuteronomy 28:32-34 NIV)  Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation, and you will wear out your eyes watching for them day after day, powerless to lift a hand. {33} A people that you do not know will eat what your land and labor produce, and you will have nothing but cruel oppression all your days. {34} The sights you see will drive you mad.

· What will other nations do to the nation that forsakes God?
(Deuteronomy 28:43-52 NIV)  The alien who lives among you will rise above you higher and higher, but you will sink lower and lower. {44} He will lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail. 
· What will happen to their ‘creditor nation’ status?

{45} All these curses will come upon you. They will pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you. {46} They will be a sign and a wonder to you and your descendants forever. {47} Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, {48} therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck until he has destroyed you. {49} The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a nation whose language you will not understand, {50} a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young. {51} They will devour the young of your livestock and the crops of your land until you are destroyed. They will leave you no grain, new wine or oil, nor any calves of your herds or lambs of your flocks until you are ruined. {52} They will lay siege to all the cities throughout your land until the high fortified walls in which you trust fall down. They will besiege all the cities throughout the land the LORD your God is giving you.

· What will this nation from far away do?
Is there any hope?

(Deuteronomy 30:2-3 NIV)  and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, {3} then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.

· What is needed?

(Deuteronomy 30:8 NIV)  You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands I am giving you today.

(Deuteronomy 30:11-14 NIV)  Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. {12} It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" {13} Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" {14} No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

· Sound familiar?

(Romans 10:5-10 NIV)  Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them." {6} But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down) {7} "or 'Who will descend into the deep?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). {8} But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: {9} That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

{15} See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. {16} For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. {17} But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, {18} I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. {19} This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live {20} and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
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