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Questions:

· What percentage of your lifetime earnings would you like to spend before you die and therefore, what percentage would you like to leave behind?

· To whom would you like to leave them?

· How much money should a person set aside for retirement?

· Which does the average person find more difficult; saving money or giving it away?

· How would charitable giving be affected if it was not a tax deduction?

Scripture:
In previous lessons, [based on the first three kinds of people Jesus described in the parable of the sower Luke 8:5-15] we looked at what people who do not understand the gospel must do to understand and receive it. Next we looked at how people must deal successfully with troubles in their lives so the gospel will not be choked at. The last lesson dealt with how worry must not be allowed to choke out the gospel in a person’s life. This lesson addresses the ‘deceitfulness of wealth’ and how to keep it from choking the gospel in our life. 
To bridge the last lesson on worry to this one on money, we begin with the Scriptural admonition to displace worry with contentment and trust in God…
(Philippians 4:11-13 NIV)  I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 
· …in which circumstances?
{12} I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 
· Have you ever seen TV commercials about the ‘Secret to Financial Freedom’ or some other ‘Secret’? Paul says he has ‘learned the secret of being content’. What is it? (Next verse…)
{13} I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 
(Philippians 4:13 NKJV)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

· What is the secret?
· When we ask God to give us the secret…He will through Christ who strengthens us.

(Isaiah 26:3 NIV)  You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.
· What are we promised if we trust in God rather than worry [or in money]?

(Psalms 42:11 NIV)  Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.
· What did the psalmist ask himself…then remind himself was the solution?

· When we are downcast, worried, full of anxiety, afraid and have a troubled heart, what should we ask ourselves…and then remind ourselves?
Now…dealing with money…
(Matthew 6:24 NIV)  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.
· What does Jesus Christ say we cannot do?

· When the economy begins to crumble, which master receives most of our attention?
· When the economy begins to take a dive, which master should we serve?

· Should the health of the economy dictate which master we serve?

· Ironically [for many of us in America today], what is the motto on our U.S. currency?

The Bible presents the different perspectives we have on the uses of money and things as well as the results of each perspective.

...As a source of security and strength other than God. 

(Psalms 52:7-9 NIV)  "Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by destroying others!"

· What did the psalmist (King David) say this man’s (his enemy Doeg) source of security and strength was? (Great wealth and domination of others.)

· When you were a kid in school, did you have any Bullies who always picked on other [typically smaller] kids? The adult bully-type like the one in this verse uses something other than physical aggression to dominate others. What provides them the same kind of power over others that size did as a child? (Money and things.)

{8} But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. {9} I will praise you forever for what you have done; in your name I will hope, for your name is good. I will praise you in the presence of your saints.

· What (Who) did David say he trusted in?
...As a Security Blanket
Small children often become attached to their blankets and it becomes their ‘security blanket’. What happens when they lose their blanket?

For many, money and possessions become their security blanket. Like the child, what happens if they lose their blanket? Sometimes, simply the thought of losing their blanket strikes fear in their heart.

(Job 27:16-23 NIV)  Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of clay, 
· The man seems to have a firm grip on his security blanket; how is he described? (More silver than he can count, more clothes than he can wear.)

{17} what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent will divide his silver. 
· Yet, a dark cloud appears on the horizon in verse 17; what happens to his blanket of security? (Everything he has stored up appears to be going to others, to the righteous and the innocent.)

{18} The house he builds is like a moth's cocoon, like a hut made by a watchman. {19} He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens his eyes, all is gone. {20} Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest snatches him away in the night. 
· How quickly does this storm appear? (Overnight.)

{21} The east wind carries him off, and he is gone; it sweeps him out of his place. {22} It hurls itself against him without mercy as he flees headlong from its power. {23} It claps its hands in derision and hisses him out of his place.

· What happens to his security blanket? 

· Have you ever witnessed the damage done by a fierce hurricane or tornado? What kind of destruction takes place? 

· How is this analogy a graphic portrayal of what can happen to money and things?

(Proverbs 23:4-5 NIV)  Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. 

· Have you ever known someone who was ‘wearing himself out to get rich’?

· What are we advised to do instead?

{5} Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

· If we make some money, how does this verse tell us to relate to our wealth?

To some, wealth is their defense against life’s invading dangers and uncertainties
(Proverbs 18:11 NIV)  The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall.

· During the days of marauding bands of thieves and robbers, the value of living in a fortified city with tall, unscalable walls surrounding it was the security those walls provided against danger, death and destruction. The writer of Proverbs says this is the perspective people often have toward their money; they feel it will provide an impenetrable defense against life’s invasions. Read on...

(Proverbs 11:28 NIV)  Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

· Is it an impenetrable wall?

To some wealth is the determining factor for their retirement… 
(Luke 12:16-21 NIV)  And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. {17} He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' {18} "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. {19} And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' {20} "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' {21} "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

· Traditionally, what has been the greatest determining factor in retirement? (Age.) In reality, if most people won a lottery in one of the states worth $52 million, how much longer would they work? Therefore, for many what is the greatest determining factor in retirement?

· The rich man determined he had saved enough to never work again. His security came from his abundance of things, not God.

· What did Jesus say the error in this perspective is in verse 15? (The mindset that the quality of life is determined by the abundance of possessions.)

· What was God’s opinion of the man’s financial planning strategy in verse 20?

· What is the central focus of your plans for the future...$ or God?

Is money our focus of strength, security and protection in life...or is God? The right perspective on money and things begins with the proper understanding of their source.
(Deuteronomy 8:10-18 NIV)  When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. {11} Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. {12} Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, {13} and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, {14} then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

· How would you summarize verses 10-14. (Without conscious effort to acknowledge God as the source of all we have, our prosperity and the resulting pride we feel can cause us to forget God.)

{17} You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." {18} But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

· What does verse 18 tell us about the source of our resources?

· If we don’t have the perspective of verse 18, what does verse 17 say we will convince ourselves? (That we did it all by ourselves.)

· How should these verses apply to us today?

(James 4:13-16 NIV)  Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." {14} Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. {15} Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." {16} As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil.

· From a business standpoint, is there anything wrong with the strategy of business in verse 13?

· What do verses 14-16 say about the Scriptural way to make plans for business?

· What is the difference between the two business plans? (The first strategy has no recognition of God and ends in boasting and bragging about the accomplishments; the second acknowledges Him throughout as the source of all our wealth. 

(Proverbs 3:5-10 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
· Where are we advised to place our trust? 

· What are we advised not to rely on?
{7} Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. {8} This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. {9} Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; {10} then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

· What does verse 9 admonish us to do with our wealth?

· What does verse 10 say the result will be if we do?

What is the Right Perspective?

(Matthew 19:16-29 NIV)  Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" {17} "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." {18} "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, {19} honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'" {20} "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" {21} Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." {22} When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. {23} Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. {24} Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." {25} When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" {26} Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." {27} Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" {28} Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. {29} And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.

· What was the bad news for the rich guy in verses 16-24?

· What is the bad news for anyone who aspires to be wealthy in verses 23 and 24?

· What is the good news for all of us in verse 29? 

· What is the summary of Jesus’ comments on personal wealth in these verses? 

(If we desire wealth, riches and possessions more than anything in life, we’re in trouble spiritually; if, by following Christ we forfeit anything, we will receive in this life a hundred times as much and will also inherit eternal life.)

What is the Best Thing to do with Money and Things? “Plant” Them.
(2 Corinthians 9:6-11 NIV)  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. {7} Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. {8} And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. {9} As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." {10} Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. {11} You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

· What will happen (v.6) if we plant little? (Little comes up.) ...if we plant a lot? (A lot comes up.)

· Where should the motivation come from (v.7) to give?

· How is the supply of seed replenished according to verses 8-11?

· What is the Scriptural perspective and proper use of wealth in verse 11?

 (Additional passages…)

(Proverbs 13:11 NIV)  Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.

(Proverbs 17:16 NIV)  Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?

(Ecclesiastes 5:10-11 NIV)  Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. {11} As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them?

(Ecclesiastes 7:12 NIV)  Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor.

(Luke 16:10-15 NIV)  "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. {11} So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? {12} And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own? {13} "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." {14} The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. {15} He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.

Bottom Line:
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6:9-10 NIV)
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