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Questions:
· Which book in the Bible begins with the words, “In the beginning…”? (Many will correctly say Genesis, but there is another…the Gospel of John.)
What is the definition and derivation of the word gospel? Main Entry: 1gos·pel 

Etymology: Middle English, from Old English gōdspel (translation of Late Latin evangelium), from gōd good + spell tale — more at spell 

1: a often capitalized : the message concerning Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation     b capitalized : one of the first four New Testament books telling of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; also : a similar apocryphal book c: an interpretation of the Christian message <the social gospel>
2: capitalized : a lection from one of the New Testament Gospels
3: the message or teachings of a religious teacher
4: something accepted or promoted as infallible truth or as a guiding principle or doctrine <took her words as gospel> <spreading the gospel of conservation — R. M. Hodesh>
5: gospel music
Scripture:

(John 1 NIV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

· According to the first three words of verse 1, how far back in history does John go to begin his gospel account?

· What other book in the Bible opens with “In the beginning…”?

(Genesis 1:1 NIV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

· What is the implication of John’s gospel beginning the same way as Genesis? Genesis begins with the account of God’s Creation of the world. In the next few words, we will see John link God’s work in Creation to the main person in his gospel.
· What do the next three words say was ‘in the beginning’? (The Word.)
· What is the significance of the capitalization of ‘Word’?

· What else does verse 1 tell us about the Word? (In addition to being in the beginning, the Word was with God…and, in fact was God.)

{2} He was with God in the beginning.

· What additional information does verse 2 give us about the word? (This verse gives us more definition of the character and nature of God and the Word; The Word is assigned the masculine pronoun “He”.)
{3} Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
· What does verse 3 tell us about “Him”? (Through Him all things were made.)

· Does this mean the “Word”, the “He” that was with God in the beginning created the heavens and the earth? Doesn’t Genesis 1:1 tell us God created the heavens and the earth? Then how does John 1:3 reconcile with Gen. 1:1? The only way is that “He”, the “Word”…which we will see is Jesus…is God.

(Colossians 1:15-17 NIV)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. {16} For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. {17} He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

· What do these verses tell us about the ‘He’?
(1 John 1:1-3 NIV)  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. {2} The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. {3} We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
· What do these verses tell us about the ‘He’ and ‘the Word’?
{4} In him was life, and that life was the light of men. {5} The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
· He not only is God, the creator of the universe, but He also offers light and life to all; according to verse 5, does it appear there will be some who do not understand His life and light? We will study this passage in another lesson, but in John chapter 3 Jesus explains why some reject His offer of light and life…

(John 3:19-21 NIV)  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. {20} Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. {21} But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."
{6} There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. {7} He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. {8} He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
· As we saw in the prophecies about the Messiah, what was John the Baptist’s purpose?

{9} The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. {10} He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. {11} He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
· What does “…His own did not receive Him…” mean?

· Who were some of ‘His own’ that did not receive Him?

(John 5:15-19 NIV)  The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. {16} So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 
· Jesus had healed a man who had been an invalid for 38 years; because of this, who was persecuting Jesus?

· Were the Jews ‘His own’ people?

{17} Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." {18} For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
· To what extent were the Jews wanting to take their persecution of Jesus?

{19} Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

· Why did Jesus say He did the things He did?

(John 5:24 NIV)  "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
· What did Jesus say will happen to “…whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me…”?
 (John 5:37-40 NIV)  And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, {38} nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. {39} You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, {40} yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

· How had the Jews responded to the Scriptures that testified about Jesus?

 (John 5:43 NIV)  I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him.
· What was the response of the Jews to Jesus?
What does the rejection of Jesus by the Jews mean for them?

 (Romans 10:18-21 NIV)  But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world." {19} Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding." {20} And Isaiah boldly says, "I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me." {21} But concerning Israel he says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people."

· So…what will happen “to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”? 

(Romans 11 NIV)  I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. {2} God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don't you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah--how he appealed to God against Israel: 
· Did God reject his people…the Jews?
{3} "Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me"? {4} And what was God's answer to him? "I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal." {5} So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. {6} And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. {7} What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened, {8} as it is written: "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day." {9} And David says: "May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them. {10} May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever." {11} Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 
· Did the Jews stumble beyond recovery?

· Rather, what happened as the result of their transgression?
{12} But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring! {13} I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry {14} in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. {15} For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? {16} If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. {17} If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, {18} do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. {19} You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in." {20} Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. {21} For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 
· What is the warning to the Gentiles who have been grafted in (by faith) as the result of the unbelief of the Jews?
{22} Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. {23} And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 
· What will happen to the Jews if they do not persist in unbelief?
{24} After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! {25} I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 
· How long will their hardening last?
{26} And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. {27} And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins." {28} As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, {29} for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. {30} Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, {31} so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you. {32} For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. {33} Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! {34} "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" {35} "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" {36} For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

· What is Paul’s summation in verses 33-36 of God’s plan of salvation for all the Gentiles and Jews?
Returning to John chapter 1…
{12} Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- {13} children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 
How do we receive Him?

(Revelation 3:20 NIV)  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.
· Where does Jesus say He is? 

· What is He doing? 

· What does He say He will do if we open the door?

(Galatians 3:26 NIV)  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,

· How does this verse tell us we can become sons of God?
(1 John 3:21-24 NIV)  Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God {22} and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. {23} And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. {24} Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

· What is God’s command in verse 23?
(1 John 5:10-13 NIV)  Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. {11} And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. {12} He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. {13} I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

· According to verse 13, why did he write these things to those who believe in the name of the Son of God?

After we ‘receive Him’, what are we to do?
(Romans 10:9-10 NIV)  That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

· What happens to us when we believe and confess “Jesus is Lord”?

Bottom Line:
· Jesus Christ is the Word that became flesh and made His dwelling among us. He was in the beginning, He was with God and He was God. 

· Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

· He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

· Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

Have you received Him?

Gospel of John, Chapter 1, DirtBags 5/23-30/2008, page 6

