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Questions:

· What kinds of personal scrutiny does a young woman impose on a young man before she agrees to go out on a date with him? (Or perhaps it is better stated, “What kinds of personal scrutiny does a young woman’s Father impose…”)
· What kinds of personal examination does someone expect in a job interview?

· What kind of personal information is required from someone applying for a home mortgage? (Obviously, not enough recently.)

· What rights of privacy does a person running for public office forfeit?
· How do we scrutinize the privacy of people in our community?
· How are we as individuals scrutinized…or judged…by our peers?

Scripture:

(John 8:1-11 NIV)  But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. {2} At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 
· Why are the people gathering around Jesus?

{3} The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group {4} and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 
· The PTL guys (Pharisees and Teachers of the Law) show up; who do they bring with them? 

· What did they make her do?

· Have you ever been humiliated in front of a group for a mistake you made?

{5} In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 
· What did they tell Jesus in the first sentence in verse 5?

· No.1, the PTL guys actually altered the Mosaic law. The manner of execution was not prescribed unless the woman was a betrothed virgin (Deut 22:23-24) and the law required the execution of both parties (Lev 20:10; Deut 22:22), not just the woman (Taken from Zondervan’s NASB Study Bible.) 

· Then, what did they ask Jesus?

{6} They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 
· Why were they doing this?

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 
· What was Jesus’ response to this charade? 

· What do you suppose Jesus was writing?

{7} When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 
· Obviously, Jesus had not written anything on the ground that would stop their persistent questions about what He would do…yet. He would continue to write something else on the ground, but before He did, what did He say to the PTL guys? 
{8} Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
· So…what was Jesus writing? Obviously, we can only speculate, so here is my guess: He wrote twice in the sand. The first message did not deter them. The second, which was preceded by an admonition about the personal guilt/innocence of each of the accusers seemed to strike at the hearts of the PTL. I think in the first writing Jesus began a list of ‘sins’ that each one in the group had committed. Then after His verbal admonition Jesus bent down and continued the list... 

{9} At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 
· …continuing my guess about what Jesus wrote… The older guys figured out what Jesus was up to first…and began to leave. The rest may not have even known, but they weren’t about to find out the hard way by being the last guy standing.

{10} Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" {11} "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
· What did Jesus ask the woman?

· After she answered, Jesus rendered His verdict about her; what was it?

· What parting admonition did He give her before she left?

· Having witnessed Jesus’ dispersal of her lynch mob—saving her life—do you think she was willing to listen to Him and ‘Go now and leave [her] life of sin’?  

It is easy to read this account and say the PTL guys got what they deserved, a swift kick in the seat of the pants by Jesus for their self-righteous, judgmental, pious condemnation of the sins of someone else. 
But…do we not get aroused at the actions of the PTL guys because we strangely see our own tendency in them?
The answer is yes…and is evidenced by other Scriptures that admonish us to not do the same thing as the PTL crowd…
(Matthew 7:1-5 NIV)  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. {2} For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
· What did Jesus say happens to us when we judge others?

{3} "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? {4} How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? {5} You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.
· What ‘irony’ did Jesus say takes place when we judge someone else for their sin?

(Luke 6:31-38 NIV)  Do to others as you would have them do to you. {32} "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. {33} And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. {34} And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. {35} But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. {36} Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

· The previous passage tells us what we should not do; this one begins by telling us first what we should do, then what we should not do. What does it say we should do? 

{37} "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
· Then, what should we not do? What will happen in return?

Forgive, and you will be forgiven. {38} Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."

· Finally, how should we relate to others?
(Romans 2:1-4 NIV)  You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 
· What do we do to ourselves when we judge others? (Condemn ourselves.)

{2} Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. {3} So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? {4} Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?

· What leads us to repentance of our own sins?

(Romans 14 NIV)  Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. 
· Many times we get all bent out of shape with others over fairly marginal matters…Paul calls them ‘disputable’ matters…where there is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer, but big differences of opinion. Paul is saying in verse 1 we simply need to learn to accept that others may differ from us.
{2} One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. {3} The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. {4} Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. {5} One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. {6} He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. {7} For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. {8} If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. {9} For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 
{10} You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. 
· After an explanation of some of the ‘disputable’ matters, Paul concludes that we have no right to look down on others or judge them because they differ from us.

{11} It is written: "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.'" {12} So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. {13} Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 
{14} As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. {15} If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. {16} Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil. {17} For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, {18} because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. {19} Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. {20} Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. {21} It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall. 
{22} So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. {23} But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

· Bottom line…no matter how ‘right’ we think we are on the ‘grey areas’, we need to keep it to ourselves to avoid being judgmental of those who do not share our opinion.

(James 4:10-12 NIV)  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. {11} Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. {12} There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are you to judge your neighbor?

· God’s Law? Don’t slander one another…don’t judge our neighbor. If we do, we are speaking against God’s Law.
Bottom Line:
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8 NIV)  
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. (Matthew 5:7 NIV)  
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