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Questions:

· Have you heard the phrase, “like talking to a fence post”? What does it mean?
In the seventh chapter of John’s gospel, the people around Jesus were talking—some behind His back, others to His face—about Him, who He was and what He was doing. The chatter continues in chapter 8. As Jesus addresses these people, we are reminded of the phrase “like talking to a fence post”.
Scripture:
(John 8:12-59 NIV)  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." {13} The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid." 

· As Jesus told about His purpose, how did the Pharisees respond to Him?
They challenged Jesus about  the validity of His witness, and Jesus responded.
{14} Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. {15} You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. {16} But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. {17} In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. {18} I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me." 
· According to verses 17 and 18, who did Jesus tell them the other witness is that testifies for Him?

· What response do you think they would have to what Jesus told them?

{19} Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" "You do not know me or my Father," Jesus replied. "If you knew me, you would know my Father also." 
· Whether the people know that Jesus is telling them His Father is God is not clear, but He continues His address to the Fence Posts…
{20} He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his time had not yet come. 
· Verse 20 gives us a sense of the growing volatility of the situation as it reports “Yet no one seized Him…”, indicating this crowd was fairly hostile toward Jesus.

· Why were they not able to seize Him?

{21} Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come." {22} This made the Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 'Where I go, you cannot come'?" 
· What did they think Jesus was saying to them?

{23} But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. {24} I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins." 
· What was He, in fact, telling them…i.e., what did He say would happen to them if they did not believe He was who He claimed to be?

{25} "Who are you?" they asked. "Just what I have been claiming all along," Jesus replied. 
· What did they ask? What was His response? (“I’ve been trying to tell you!…”)

{26} "I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world." {27} They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 
· Do they understand yet who Jesus is and who His Father is?
{28} So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. {29} The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him." {30} Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. 
· Finally…what begins to happen with some of them?

{31} To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. {32} Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
· To those who were beginning to believe, what did Jesus say?

{33} They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?" 
· How did those did not believe respond to what Jesus said to those who did?

{34} Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. {35} Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. {36} So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. {37} I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word. {38} I am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father." {39} "Abraham is our father," they answered. 
· Jesus is about to catch them in their own duplicity: who did they say was their father?

"If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did. {40} As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. {41} You are doing the things your own father does." "We are not illegitimate children," they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself." 
· Now…who did they say was their father?

{42} Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 
· What did Jesus say indicated God was not their father?

{43} Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 
· Why did Jesus say talking to them was like talking to fence posts?

{44} You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
· Who—in fact—did Jesus say their father was?
{45} Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! {46} Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me? 
· What did Jesus say they could not prove about Him?

· In light of that, what did Jesus ask them?

{47} He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God." 
· Why did He tell them they did not hear?
{48} The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?" 
· They did not believe Jesus, so they decided to ‘label’ Him and put Him in a category that would justify themselves: what category did they assign Him?

{49} "I am not possessed by a demon," said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. {50} I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. {51} I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." {52} At this the Jews exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. {53} Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?" 
· The more they talk, the more they begin to believe in their entitlement and all the other things they are saying…almost sounds like the alternative birth and name of Narcissism could have been “Pharisism”.
{54} Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. {55} Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word. {56} Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." {57} "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" {58} "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" {59} At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

· How upset were these guys?
(John 9 NIV)  As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. {2} His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 
· Have you ever wondered why bad things happen to people? When His disciples asked Jesus, what was His response?

{3} "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. {4} As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. {5} While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." {6} Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. {7} "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 
· What did Jesus do for the man?

· Why do you suppose He used something so simple as mud?

· Why did He follow that with a simple instruction to the man?

· Was it effective?

· How do you think the Pharisees will respond to this good work by Jesus?

{8} His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" {9} Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like him." But he himself insisted, "I am the man." {10} "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. {11} He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see." {12} "Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said. {13} They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. {14} Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. {15} Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." {16} Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 
· Some of the Pharisees, like ambulance-chasing lawyers, are looking for something to accuse Jesus; what do they find?

· What is the counter-response from others?

{17} Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." {18} The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. {19} "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" {20} "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. {21} But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." {22} His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. {23} That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 
· They are like lawyers, bringing in witnesses. Who did they send for in verse 18?

· How did they intimidate the parents in verses 22 and 23?

{24} A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God, " they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 
· What do they use in this verse in an attempt to get the man healed by Jesus to turn his testimony against Jesus? (Give glory to God…instead of Jesus.)

{25} He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 
· Undaunted, what is the man’s simple response to their intimidation?

{26} Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" {27} He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" 
· How does the healed man ‘turn the tables’ on these slick lawyers?

{28} Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! {29} We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." {30} The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. {31} We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. {32} Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. {33} If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 
· The healed man isn’t through with these lawyers…what ‘case’ does he make in defense of Jesus?

{34} To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. 
· What was their response? 

· Can you think of a contemporary colloquialism for what they said to him…steeped in sin at birth?

{35} Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" {36} "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." {37} Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." {38} Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. {39} Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind." {40} Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" {41} Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
· What was the final outcome in this man’s life of being blind? (He became a believer.)
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