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Questions:

· What is a public figure? (From http://en.wikipedia.org)
Public figure is a legal term applied in the context of defamation actions (libel and slander) as well as invasion of privacy. A public figure (such as a politician, celebrity, civil servant, or business leader) cannot base a lawsuit on incorrect harmful statements unless there is proof that the writer or publisher acted with malice (knowledge or reckless disregard for the truth). The burden of proof is higher in the case of a public figure.

The following list includes some of the many forms of Public Figures:
· Public 'Officials' of any form are, by default, Public Figures. (Examples include roles such as the President, Governors, Mayors, Councilmen/Councilwomen, Congressmen/Congresswomen, Senators) 
· Government employees, at any level, whose income and/or benefits are subsidized by tax dollars are Public Figures. (Examples include Police or Agents at any level, Judges, Firemen, Public School Staff, Principles, Teachers, Administrators) 
· Entertainment & Sports Celebritties are Public Figures. (Examples include Movie Stars, Television Personalities, Sports Figures) 
· Leadership figures of publicly traded companies are Public Figures. (Examples include CEOs, COOs, CIOs, CTOs, CFOs) 
· News and Media personalities are Public Figures. (Examples include Television News Anchors, Weathermen/Weatherwomen, Newspaper Editors and Writers)
· Clergy men and women (Examples…Priests, Rabbis, Decons, Ministers, Nuns, etc.)
· Attorneys that argue public cases. 

(This lesson was written in early October 2008, right smack dab in the [fairly disgusting] middle of the Presidential election process. There is no intended political statement made or implied other than the obvious contrast between Jesus’ purpose in life to that of the one holding office as [arguably] ‘the most powerful leader in the free world’.)
Scripture:

(John 7 NIV)  After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews there were waiting to take his life. 
· Why was Jesus staying away from Judea?

· Who are some of the public figures today whose lives are in danger?

· Are there some who have recently been assassinated? (Benazir Bhutto)
{2} But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, {3} Jesus' brothers said to him, "You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the miracles you do. 
· What did Jesus’ brothers tell Him He should do?

{4} No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." 
· What does the first sentence in verse 4 indicate to us that Jesus’ brothers assumed He wanted to become? (High profile public figure.)
· Are there people still today who have always assumed Jesus’ ambition in life was to become a ‘public figure’?

· What did Jesus’ brothers say He should do to become a public figure?

· Do public figures today seek opportunities to ‘show themselves to the world’?

{5} For even his own brothers did not believe in him. {6} Therefore Jesus told them, "The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right. 
· What did Jesus tell His brothers about His timing in verse 6?

· What did He say about their timing?

{7} The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil. {8} You go to the Feast. I am not yet going up to this Feast, because for me the right time has not yet come." 
· Not only did He say His timing was different from theirs, but what else did Jesus tell them was different?

Jesus brothers saw Him as an aspiring public figure who needed ‘face time’ with the masses to establish His claim to notoriety, and yet verse 5 says His own brothers did not believe in Him. Why the disparity…why did they want to see Him rise in notoriety, yet did not believe in Him? Because they…as many today…did not understand His purpose. He never wanted to be a leader…He is already God; He came, not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom… 

(Matthew 20:20-28 NIV)  Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. {21} "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." {22} "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered. {23} Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." {24} When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. {25} Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. {26} Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, {27} and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- {28} just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
{9} Having said this, he stayed in Galilee. 
· Having told His brothers He was not yet going, he stayed in Galilee…but not for long… 

{10} However, after his brothers had left for the Feast, he went also, not publicly, but in secret. 
· What was His ‘M.O.’ for going to the feast? (Under the radar.)

{11} Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking, "Where is that man?" 
· His opposition is watching and waiting…

{12} Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, "He is a good man." Others replied, "No, he deceives the people." {13} But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the Jews. 
· As is the case with public figures today, there were ‘opinion polls’ among the people. And, as is also the case today, the polls can either be supportive or obstructive. What were the differing opinions about Jesus?

{14} Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. 
· In spite of the threats against His life, what did Jesus do halfway through the feast?

{15} The Jews were amazed and asked, "How did this man get such learning without having studied?" 
· What amazed the Jews about Jesus?
{16} Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. {17} If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 
· Leaving nothing to speculation about who He is, who sent Him, or where He is from, what does Jesus say in verse 17?
{18} He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. {19} Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?" 
· Though they won’t talk openly about their plan, what does Jesus abruptly ask them?

{20} "You are demon-possessed," the crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill you?" 
· When confronted, what is their response?

{21} Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you are all astonished. {22} Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath. {23} Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? {24} Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 
· The Jews were abiding ‘by the law’ rather than by what was best for the people: Jesus basically said to them, “Why don’t you [learn how to] make right judgment[s]?”
· Do we have laws on the books that may not be best, that may not be right judgments? 

{25} At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, "Isn't this the man they are trying to kill? {26} Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Christ? {27} But we know where this man is from; when the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from." 
· People today say that much of the unsettled nature of our country today is the result of the news media constantly stirring the pot, but these people in Jerusalem are doing the same thing…just without satellite or cable!
{28} Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, "Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, {29} but I know him because I am from him and he sent me." 
· Jesus does not try to solve their dilemma about who He is or where He is from, but He does tell them about themselves…and about their relationship to God. How do they respond...?
{30} At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet come. 
· How do they respond? How did Jesus escape capture?

{31} Still, many in the crowd put their faith in him. They said, "When the Christ comes, will he do more miraculous signs than this man?" 
· In spite of the crowd shenanigans, how did some respond to Jesus?

{32} The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. 
· Now the top guys get involved: what did the chief priests and Pharisees do?

{33} Jesus said, "I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. {34} You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come." {35} The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? {36} What did he mean when he said, 'You will look for me, but you will not find me,' and' Where I am, you cannot come'?" 
· How much longer did Jesus say He would be with them?

· Where did He tell them He would go? Did they understand what He meant?

{37} On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. {38} Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." {39} By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
· What did Jesus say those who believed in Him would receive?

{40} On hearing his words, some of the people said, "Surely this man is the Prophet." {41} Others said, "He is the Christ." Still others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? {42} Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" {43} Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 
· Another poll before the election: what did it show the people thought about Jesus?

{44} Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him. 
· What happened when they tried to catch Him?

{45} Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" {46} "No one ever spoke the way this man does," the guards declared. {47} "You mean he has deceived you also?" the Pharisees retorted. 
· What happened to the guards?

{48} "Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? {49} No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law--there is a curse on them." 
· How did the chief priests and Pharisees discount the ‘mob attraction’ to Jesus?
· {50} Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, {51} "Does our law condemn anyone without first hearing him to find out what he is doing?" {52} They replied, "Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee." 
· When Nicodemus tried to defend Jesus on the ‘innocent until proven guilty’ basis, how did they respond?

{53} Then each went to his own home. 
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