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QUESTIONS:

· What are some subjects people will discuss freely, even with strangers?

· Which subjects do people hesitate to discuss with others?

· How do most people feel about talking with others...particularly strangers...about God?

SCRIPTURE:
(John 4:4-9 NIV)   Now he had to go through Samaria. {5} So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. {6} Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. {7} When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" {8} (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) {9} The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

· Using present-day Christian terminology, Jesus’ ministry activity in the next few verses would be labeled ‘witnessing’ or ‘soul-winning’; is there anything in the verses to indicate Jesus ‘set out to go soul-winning’? (No.)

· In fact, what was he doing in verses 4-6? (Tired from a journey, he stopped to take a ‘water break’.)

Often we think that to be effective leading people to Christ, we need to designate a certain time each week to witness. Whereas, allotting time in our schedule to tell others about Christ is a good discipline, Jesus shows us that the best time to talk to others about Him is whenever the opportunity arises...even if you are hot, dusty, thirsty and tired.

· What did Jesus do in verse 7? (He asked a Samaritan woman a question.)

· According to verse 9, why was the woman surprised that Jesus did this? (It was very uncommon for men to speak to women they did not know, even more uncommon for a Jewish man to speak to a Samaritan woman, but it was forbidden for a Jewish man to ask to drink from a Samaritan’s dish! To a devout Jew, this would be like someone today asking for a blood transfusion from a person who tested H.I.V. positive.)

· Jesus was about to talk to this woman about the most important thing in her life; why do you think he began his dialogue with her by asking a simple question?
· Why are questions more valuable in these situations than preachy lectures? (Lectures are one-way communication and often insult the listener; questions initiate two-way communication and promote higher involvement and interaction with the listener.)

· Even though most of us know this, why are we sometimes hesitant to ask questions? 

· Many would expect Jesus to ask a highly spiritual, thought-provoking question to embark on the perfect witnessing scenario: What does He ask instead? 
· The question is actually a very good one; Jesus knew that a Jewish man asking a Samaritan woman a question would ‘demand’ more than a casual response from her. In fact, her response acknowledges their gender and religious differences. She was admitting that she didn’t deserve any recognition from Jesus because she was both a woman and a Samaritan. Jesus’ next comment demonstrated he wasn’t concerned about gender or religious differences.

Serve and volley…

(John 4:10-15 NIV)  Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." {11} "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? {12} Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" {13} Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, {14} but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." {15} The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."
· What was Jesus talking about when he told her about the gift of God and living water? 

· Was he speaking literally or figuratively? 

· Did she think he was speaking literally or figuratively? 

· What did Jesus say about the water he was offering in verses 13 and 14? What did he mean by this? How could this water Jesus offered become a spring inside a person that leads to eternal life? 

(John 19:28-30 NIV)  Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." {29} A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. {30} When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

· What is happening to Jesus in these verses? 

· What did Jesus say in verse 28?

· If Jesus told the Samaritan woman that anyone who drank the water he offered would never thirst again, then why was He thirsty in verse 28? 

Jesus offered to quench the Samaritan woman’s thirst, saying she would never thirst again if she drank the water he offered and yet, we see him thirsting as he died on the cross. 

· Is there any similarity between the thirst he had in this verse and the thirst he offered to quench?

· What was Jesus experiencing on the cross that caused his thirst? 

An Old Testament prophet gives us insight into the answer…
(Isaiah 53:4-6,12 NIV)  Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
· What does verse 4 tell us Jesus took upon himself? (Our infirmities and sorrows.)

{5} But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
· According to verse 5, why was Jesus wounded? (He was accepting the penalty for our transgressions, our iniquities and the punishment we deserved.)

{6} We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
· What does verse 6 tell us we have done and what did Jesus do for us? (We, like lost sheep have wandered away from God; God punished him instead of us.)

{12} Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

· What does verse 12 tell us Jesus did? (He bore our sins and made intercession for transgressors.)

Dying on the cross, Jesus was experiencing the guilt and penalty of sin...our sin...that caused the thirst. The good news is that he accomplished something on the cross that is the only way to quench the thirst caused by sin…
(Matthew 26:27-29 NIV)  Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. {28} This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. {29} I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."
· Jesus was celebrating the Passover  meal with his disciples, his last supper with them before the crucifixion. What did Jesus say was in the cup in verse 28 and why was it ‘poured’?

· If the blood of the new covenant was the living water, what thirst was it meant to quench according to verse 28? (Forgiveness of sins.)

How do we ‘drink’ this blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins?
(John 6:32-35 NIV)  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. {33} For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." {34} "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." {35} Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.
· How does verse 35 say we are to ‘quench’ our thirst? (“...he who believes in me will never be thirsty...” Believe in Jesus Christ, that God sent him into the world to give life through his death, the payment for our sins.)

(John 6:46-57 NIV)  No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. {47} I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. {48} I am the bread of life. {49} Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. {50} But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. {51} I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." {52} Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" {53} Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. {54} Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. {55} For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. {56} Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. {57} Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me.

· What does the combination of verses 47, 53, 54 and 56 reveal is the way to eternal life and quenching the spiritual thirst caused by sin? (Drink the blood of the covenant by believing...believing Jesus’ blood had to be ‘poured out’ in payment for our sins.)

(John 7:37-39 NIV)  On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. {38} Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." {39} By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

· How did Jesus say in verses 37 and 38 that a person ‘drinks’? (Whoever comes to him and believes in him.)

· What did Jesus say will happen to the one who does this? (Streams of water will flow from within him.) 

· What does verse 39 tell us the stream of living water is? (God’s Spirit.)

· How would you compare John 7:38,39 and John 4:14? (Jesus was saying in both verses that believing in him produced a ‘stream’ in the life of the one believing...God’s Spirit...that leads to eternal life, the final quenching of the thirst caused by sin.) 

· Our sins cause in us a spiritual thirst that can only be quenched by drinking the shed blood of Jesus Christ. How do we drink his blood? By believing He died to pay for our sins.

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.”
(John 4:16-25 NIV)  He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." {17} "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. {18} The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 

· Which part of this woman’s life did Jesus ‘uncover’ in verses 16-18? (Adultery...sin)

{19} "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 

· What does her response tell us about her perception of Jesus...what do you think she meant by “...Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.”? (Intuitively, she knew Jesus was addressing the spiritual issue of sin in her life; therefore, she surmised he held some religious position.)
· What comment about the ‘right or wrong’ of her lifestyle did Jesus make? (None.)

{20} Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 

· After Jesus raised the subject of the woman’s sinful lifestyle, why do you think she changed the subject to a controversial question about differences of religious beliefs?
· How do many people respond when the issue of sin in their life surfaces?

· Why do you think some respond negatively? 

· One of the ways people respond to the issue of sin in their life is by raising a controversial question about denominational or doctrinal differences. Why do you think they do this? (By bringing up an oft-debated issue, the person hopes to take the focus off their sin and become sidetracked instead on a debatable issue.) 

{21} Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. {22} You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. {23} Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. {24} God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 
· How did Jesus address the religious differences between them in verses 21-24?

· Notice that he did address the differences, but quickly put the greater emphasis on the kind of worshipers God seeks...those who worship in spirit and in truth. 

{25} The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 
· Notice also that when the woman realized Jesus was less interested in their differing religious backgrounds and more focused on the true worship of God, she spoke of the expected Messiah, her hope of salvation.

(John 4:26-42 NIV)  Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." {27} Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" {28} Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, {29} "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 

· What did the woman do immediately after Jesus told her he was the Messiah? (She left to tell the people in town about Jesus, so abruptly that she left her water jar.)
Many new Christians today are hesitant to talk to others about Jesus Christ because they fear they will not be able to answer the questions and overcome the objections people might have.
· Did the woman have any training in how to ‘share her faith with others’?

· Did Jesus give her some evangelistic tracts or pamphlets to take with her to use as evangelistic tools?

· How much training in answering questions and overcoming objections did this woman have before she began to tell others about Jesus? 

· Did she say to herself, “Well, I’m certainly not morally qualified to be talking to others about the Lord!”?

· How effective do you think her testimony will be?

{30} They came out of the town and made their way toward him. {31} Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something." {32} But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about." {33} Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?" {34} "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. {35} Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. {36} Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. {37} Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. {38} I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." {39} Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 
· According to verses 30 and 39, how effective was her testimony?

· Did she get into any deep religious issues when she spoke to the people in her town about Jesus?

· Do you think most Christians today are more, or less qualified than this woman to talk to others about Jesus Christ? 
· Are you more, or less qualified than this woman to tell others about Jesus Christ?

· If this woman with an obviously promiscuous lifestyle could help many believe in Jesus because of her testimony, do you think it is possible that we could be equally useful to help others believe in him if we simply told what he has done for us?

{40} So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. {41} And because of his words many more became believers. {42} They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."

· What important shift is recorded in verses 41 and 42? (The people believed in Jesus initially because of the woman’s testimony; when they met him personally, the basis of their faith was transferred directly to him.) 

On the basis of verses 39-42...When we tell others about Jesus Christ, where will their initial faith rest? (On our testimony.) As they began to know more about Jesus Christ and hear his words from the Bible, where will their faith rest? (Directly on him.)

BOTTOM LINE:

· We only need to tell what Jesus Christ has done in our life to be useful in helping others believe in him; as they know him more, their faith will rest directly on him. We cannot save others; we can only lead them to the One who can.

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect...        1 Peter 3:15
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