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Background:
The first chapter of John has been key in telling us why Jesus came, who He is, and what He is.  The next step of the lesson series is to jump ahead to John 3, where that famous verse from the Bible – John 3:16 – is found.  But there’s a key word from John 1 that we’re going to elaborate on in this lesson, because it’s a big part of the setup for John 3.

(John 1:12-17 NIV)  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- {13} children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. {14} The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. {15} John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" {16} From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. {17} For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

· Verse 14 tells us that Jesus was full of grace and truth. According to verse 16, what did Jesus do with this grace? 

· According to verse 17, what was given through Moses? (The law…being right with God by keeping the law.)

· According to verse 17, what came through Jesus Christ? (Grace and truth; subsequent verses will show that grace did for us what we were unable to do by keeping the law.)

Questions:

· What is one of the hottest new personal computers on the market today?  

· What are some of its features and functions?

· What do you think the design engineers of this computer would think if the majority of the buyers purchased their computers, but only learned enough about them to play solitaire?

· Can you think of any other tools, machines or pieces of equipment with multiple uses and applications which may never be used because the owner knows too little to operate it?

God’s grace has multiple effects and applications in our lives and yet we are often like the owner of a sophisticated piece of equipment who never understands or uses it due to ignorance.  To some, grace is a sort of the Divine “turning of the head” so God will not have to give us the punishment we deserve—much like the Mother in the grocery store who ignores her child laying in the floor throwing a temper tantrum. To others, grace is a catch-all word, used in various ways, whose real meaning seems to diminish with each use: we say ‘grace’ before the meal; “There, but by the ‘grace’ of God, go I.”; Credit card companies once had a ‘grace’ period on payments; grace is a description of a person’s gentile conduct, etc., etc.

For this reason, it may be helpful to offer a description of grace—not a definition, per se—that can be tested against Scripture references for accuracy.   Instead of just looking at a simple definition of grace, we’re going to examine what the Bible tells us about grace.  Not surprisingly, there’s a lot to learn.  This lesson will be fairly comprehensive – sort of rapid-fire with the scripture references.  So hang on and get ready…

Where do we begin the study of grace? Let’s begin with the first time it appears in the Bible. (Leader: Ask the group to guess where the word ‘grace’ first appears in the Bible…specifically the NIV; allow them to make several guesses without telling them the right answer. Then, ask them to turn to the following reference in Psalm 45…the first use of the word in the Bible. As they look up Psalm 45:2, inform them that in the NIV translation, grace appears a total of 123 times, only 8 of which are in the Old Testament; Ps 45:2, Pr 1:9, 3:22,3:34, 4:9, Isa 26:10, Jonah 2:8, and Zech 12:10. The King James Version uses grace 25 times more than this in the Old Testament, but all uses are in the context of finding favor with someone, such as when Joseph was working for Potiphar the Egyptian, the relationship between Joseph and Potiphar was described as… “And Joseph found grace in his sight…” [Genesis 39:4 KJV] The reason for the scant number of uses in the Old Testament and the greater number in the New Testament should become apparent as the study continues.)
(Psalms 45:2 NIV)  You are the most excellent of men and your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has blessed you forever.

· What does this verse tell us about the man it describes? (He is the most excellent of men, blessed by God forever, and is the first man on record in the Bible whose lips have been anointed with grace.) 

· Which man in Scripture would likely be considered the most excellent of men? 

· Which man in Scripture would be considered blessed by God forever? 

· Which man would likely be the first in Biblical history anointed with the authority to tell others about the grace of God (whose lips have been anointed with grace)? 

· If you guessed Jesus, you are in agreement with many Bible scholars. Through this Messianic prophecy we catch a quick glimpse of when—and through whom—grace will enter our world.

(Proverbs 3:33-34 NIV)  The Lord's curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the righteous. {34} He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.

· Now, in our second occurrence of the word grace in Scripture, we begin to get a definition of the word grace – God hints at it by telling us what type of person will receive it.  To whom does God give His grace?
(Isaiah 26:10 NIV)  Though grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness; even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and regard not the majesty of the LORD.

· The previous verse revealed that God gives grace to the humble. By contrast, who is exposed to grace in this verse and what is their response? (The wicked. They do not learn righteousness, they go on doing evil and do not regard the majesty of the LORD.)
(Jonah 2:8 NIV)  Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs.

· Again, we see an example of someone who will not receive God’s grace.  And again, is there any indication that God made the decision to withhold His grace from this person?  (No, it was theirs for the taking, and they forfeited that grace.)

· Some protest that God is selective in revealing His grace…that many do not have an opportunity to believe. The last two verses show the problem is not God’s revelation, but the unwillingness of the wicked to accept what He reveals. Romans 1:18-21 explains:

(Romans 1:18-21 NIV)  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, {19} since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. {20} For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. {21} For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.

· According to verse 18, why are they suppressing the truth?

· According to verse 21, what eventually happens to those who suppress God’s truth?

Back to Grace in the OT:

(Zechariah 12:10 NIV)  "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.

· This is the last time grace is used in the Old Testament, promising grace to a people who are mourning. Why are they mourning? (They are mourning the death of a man they killed.)

Who was this man and why was he pierced by the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem? Isaiah gives us a clue:

(Isaiah 53:5-6 NIV)  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. {6} We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

· Isaiah recorded this prophecy about a man pierced some 200 years before Zechariah wrote of him. Jesus Christ was the man; the transgressions for which He died are ours. Our iniquities crushed Him. Would we also be the recipients of the grace he said he would pour out?

That’s it for the Old Testament as far as grace is concerned, but we have some good starting stuff to go on.  Now for the New Testament; anyone care to guess who is first attributed with grace in the NT?

(Luke 2:40 NIV)  And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

· In the Old Testament, we had two prophetic references of someone receiving God’s grace.  The other references were more generic.  Now we have our first actual occurrence and positive identification of someone receiving God’s grace.  Who is it?

Now back to our passage from John 1 that’s been our topic the past several weeks:

(John 1:12-17 NIV)  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- {13} children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. {14} The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. {15} John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" {16} From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. {17} For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

· Verse 14 reiterates the point above that Jesus was full of grace and truth. According to verse 16, what did Jesus do with this grace? 

· According to verse 17, what was given through Moses? (The law…being right with God by keeping the law.)

· According to verse 17, what came through Jesus Christ? (Grace and truth; subsequent verses will show that grace did for us what we were unable to do by keeping the law.)

(Acts 4:33 NIV)  With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.  

(Acts 6:8 NIV)  Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great wonders and 

miraculous signs among the people.

· Who were the next people identified in the New Testament as having received the grace of God? (The apostles.) 

· What were the apostles doing as a result of this grace? (Telling people about Jesus Christ.)

(Acts 11:19-23 NIV)  Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. {20} Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. {21} The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. {22} News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. {23} When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.

· What is evidence?  (In layman’s terms, evidence is something that shows a person what happened if they weren’t able to witness it themselves.)

· Verse 23 tells us Barnabas saw the “evidence” of God’s grace in them.  What was the evidence?  (v19, “telling the message”; v20, “telling the good news about Jesus”; v21, “people believed and turned to the Lord.”)  I.e., the evidence of God’s grace was the new believers in Christ.  So based on our layman’s definition, this evidence showed Barnabas that God’s grace “happened”, or was present, even though he hadn’t seen it all himself.

· Can people see the evidence of God’s grace in us?  In our families?  In Dirtbags?

(Acts 13:43 NIV)  When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God.

· According to the previous passage, the apostles—full of God’s grace—told the people about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The people believed and turned to the Lord. Grace was now evident in them. According to this verse, what were the apostles urging the people to do? (To continue in this grace of God, i.e., grace is not a one-time, but rather an on-going part of our relationship with God.)

(Acts 14:26-27 NIV)  From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. {27} On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.

· According to verse 26, how had Paul and Barnabas ‘related’ to the grace of God? (They had been committed to share it as God’s doorway of faith to the Gentiles.)

· Again, we see a verse that tells us we have a choice once we’ve received God’s grace.  We should continue in God’s grace, and we should remain committed to God’s grace.

Main points so far about Grace:

· It was prophesied in Jesus and in Israel in the end days  …It’s what will make Israel believe when Christ returns  ...It’s given to the humble; but the wicked reject it

· Jesus was the first to receive it

· In Acts, it is tied directly to telling others about Jesus

· It is something to which we commit once we have faith in Christ

· People can see it in us (evidence)

(Acts 15:1-11 NIV)  Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." {2} This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. {3} The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the brothers very glad. {4} When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them. {5} Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses." {6} The apostles and elders met to consider this question. {7} After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. {8} God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. {9} He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. {10} Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? {11} No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."

· In Acts 11, the Gentiles had become believers by grace through believing in Jesus Christ—not by the ‘old way’ of keeping the laws of Moses. Now, what were the Jews trying to get them to do in verses 1, 5 and 10? (Be circumcised and begin keeping all the laws of Moses in order to be saved...to return to the ‘old way’ of salvation.)

· How did Paul and Barnabas respond to these men in verse 2?

· Who did Peter say they were ‘testing’ (verse 10) by doing this?

· What did Peter remind the whole council at Jerusalem in verses 10 and 11? (We were never able to obey the law to perfection; it was a burden to heavy to bear. We…and they…[and everyone else]…are saved through the grace of our Lord Jesus, not by keeping the law.)

In verse 2 (above), Paul and Barnabas had a disagreement with some of the Jews that was necessary to preserve the sound doctrine of salvation by grace through faith. But…that would not be their last disagreement. Their next one came as they were about to embark on another mission to spread the gospel of God’s grace…

(Acts 15:37-40 NIV)  Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, {38} but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. {39} They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, {40} but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord.

· This time Paul and Barnabas weren’t arguing to save the faith and they weren’t arguing with men trying to destroy the faith; they were arguing with each other. A disagreement so sharp they parted company. Why should we study this? Why did Luke even make record of this in the first place? 

· Have you ever witnessed a disagreement between people in a church or religious organization? Have you ever heard of people involved in a church or religious disagreement who got so upset they became disillusioned and ‘walked away from the church’? Years later, they are still likely to be cynical about church, or even God.

· Disagreements are going to happen…even between the strongest Christians and the closest of friends. Knowing Paul disagreed with Barnabas, his mentor in the faith so sharply that they parted ways, may one day be a consolation to us if we are ever in a sharp disagreement with someone close to us. More importantly, however, is that neither ‘quit’. Neither walked away from his commitment to the early group of believers…both Paul and Barnabas each continued to have a vibrant ministry. 

· Scripture admonishes us to do all we can to avoid disagreements. (Romans 12:18 NIV)  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  But sometimes peace isn’t possible. It is our own responsibility to make sure the impending disagreement doesn’t drive us away from God.

Is there a relationship between grace and belief?

(Acts 18:27 NIV)  When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed.

· What is the relationship here between grace and believing? (Grace enabled people to believe, just like Israel’s future belief was prophesied.)

At what stage in his/her spiritual development is grace important to the believer?

(Acts 20:21-24 NIV)  I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. {22} "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. {23} I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. {24} However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.

(Acts 20:32 NIV)  "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
· In verse 24, Paul said his task was to testify to the gospel of God’s grace. How did he instruct the Jews and the Greeks alike to begin in this gospel of God’s grace in verse 21? (Turn to God in repentance and have faith in Jesus Christ.)

· In verse 32, as he bade farewell to the elders from Ephesus, Paul committed them to God and what else? (The word of his grace; he instructed them to begin in God’s grace, then committed them to continue to live and be built up in that same grace.) 

· What do you think the word of God’s grace is? (The Scriptures.)

· What did he say the word of God’s grace would do for them? (Build them up and secure their inheritance…i.e., their adoption into the family of God through salvation by grace.)

Paul’s instruction to the people; begin in repentance and faith in Jesus Christ—the gospel of God’s grace—then continue by the word of His grace to be built up and receive an inheritance. Grace…from first to last.
(Romans 1:5 NIV)  Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 

· Grace not only brought people to salvation and kept them in the faith through the word of God’s grace…what does grace do in this verse? (It is the equipping agent needed for someone to share this gospel of grace with others.)

· Why is it necessary for someone to have received grace to be qualified to tell others about grace? (Otherwise, all they can tell them about is a legalistic religion…being right with God by keeping all the rules, being a better person, salvation by works, condemnation and guilt from failings.)

(Romans 4:14-16 NIV)  For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, {15} because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. {16} Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring--not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.

· What were the people in verse 14 relying on to receive God’s promise of salvation? (Being “good enough” in God’s sight because they obeyed the laws of God.)

· What is something else people rely on to receive God’s promise of salvation?  (Being through certain ceremonies as a child; going with their grandmother to church as a child; being a member of such-and-such church; etc)

· What does verse 14 say this does to faith…and the promise of salvation? (Makes both worthless.)

· Why is the promise given instead in verse 16? (Because of God’s grace…it is a free gift.)

(Romans 5:1-2 NIV)  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, {2} through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

· So far, we have seen a number of things about grace:  Grace is the ‘enabling agent’ that God gives people so they can believe in Him.  Grace is also the ‘equipping agent’ He gives people so they can take this gospel of God’s grace to others.  Now, we see another aspect of grace in verse 2:  It is a position of peace with God.  We can gain access to this position through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Here’s the same verse in the New Living Translation, which helps to expand on it a bit:

(Romans 5:1-2 NLT)  Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. {2} Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of highest privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God's glory.

(Romans 5:20-21 NIV) The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, {21} so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

· Verse 20 is a bit confusing, because at first glance, one might think God gave us the law so that sin (trespass) might increase, or so that we would start sinning more.  The New Living Translation gives a much better explanation of what God is telling us:

(Romans 5:20 NLT)  God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were.  But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant.

· In other words, the law itself didn’t redeem us; it pointed out how much we needed redemption.  It pointed out how bad our sin was in contrast to God’s perfection.  It pointed out how incapable we were of following all the laws, earning our salvation, and getting into God’s presence in heaven.  Our sin was so bad, we need something, frankly, like a free pass.

· But second part of verse 20 can also be misleading, just like the first part.  What Paul is telling us is that no one can say, “I’ve done so much bad stuff in my life, there’s no way this whole grace thing can cover all my sins!”  In fact, the more sins they have, the more powerful God’s grace becomes.

Now we have a fourth Biblical application of grace.  In addition to “equipping agent” for belief in Christ; “enabling agent” for telling others about Christ; and “position of peace” with God; we see that grace is the key factor that allows God to cancel out our sins – the whole premise of salvation through faith in Christ.

The tendency is for people to look at the second part of verse 20 and say, “Well, since my sin makes grace more powerful, then it’s not a big deal if I keep on sinning.”  Paul asks – and answers – that very question in chapter 6:

(Romans 6:1-2 NIV)  What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? {2} By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?

· Paul knows we might read verses 20 and 21 and think we’ve got a free ticket to sin.  So he addresses the issue preemptively.  What is his “answer” to his own question in verse 2?  

(Romans 6:13-15 NIV)  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. {14} For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. {15} What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!

· Look at the converse of verse 14.  We can conclude that when we are under the law, sin is our master.  In other words, being ‘under the law’ is trying to be good enough.  Because no one is capable of doing so, we become enslaved to sin.
· Or…according to verse 14, if we’re “under grace”, we’re able to escape slavery to sin, because we no longer have to worry about being good enough.

· And then just in case no one was paying attention in verses 1 and 2, Paul asks the same rhetorical question again in verse 15…and gives the same answer.  It’s almost like he’s saying, “Folks, I just got finished telling you about how you can fee yourself from slavery to sin.  So why would you put yourself in that position again???”

Here’s our fifth Biblical application of grace.  

· Equipping agent for belief in Christ

· Enabling agent for telling others about Christ

· Position of peace with God

· Empowering agent for God to cancel our sins

· Freeing agent from our slavery to sin

Do you think it’s fair to say, so far, that grace plays a pretty big part in God’s relationship to us?

(Romans 11:5-6 NIV)  So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. {6} And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.

· The context of these two verses goes into a whole different lesson topic (God’s selection of His people, Israel – Paul’s “mystery”).  The point we want to make here is what we’re taught about grace.  What nullifies grace in verse 6? (Works…trying to be good enough, or anything we “do” and rely on to become right with God other than faith in His Son Jesus Christ.)
So far, we’ve gotten quite a few applications of grace from Scripture.  Would you believe there are more?  Would you be surprised at all if God had more ways to use His Grace for our benefit?  By now, probably not… Grace is more than a ‘passive’ divine blessing…it takes on ‘active’ characteristics in us when we receive it.

(Romans 12:6-8 NIV)  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. {7} If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; {8} if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

· What does grace do for us in verse 6? (It determines which spiritual gift we receive… prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, contributing, leadership or showing mercy.)
(Romans 15:15-16 NIV)  I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me {16} to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

· What did grace equip Paul to be able to do?

· How do you think God equips each of us for ministry today?

(1 Corinthians 1:3-6 NIV)  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. {4} I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. {5} For in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge-- {6} because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.

· God has given his grace to each believer in Christ Jesus; as a result, was does verse 5 say is made available to the believers? (They have been enriched in every way.)

(1 Corinthians 3:10 NIV)  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.

· What does this verse say grace gives the ability to do? (Be a spiritual ‘builder’ in the lives of others.) 

(1 Corinthians 15:9-10 NIV)  For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. {10} But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.

· Paul said he did not deserve to be one of the apostles because of the way he treated those in the church of God—he persecuted them! But, in verse 10, what did he say changed him from being undeserving to unsurpassed by any other apostle? (The grace of God.)

· Have you ever felt you should get involved in some particular form of ministry, but felt you were unworthy because of something in your past? If God in His grace allowed Paul to be an apostle after torturing Christians (he was even one of the consenting officials who put one of the apostles, Stephen, to death…see Acts 8:1), why would He not also do this for you?

(2 Corinthians 1:12 NIV)  Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom but according to God's grace.

· According to this verse, what does God’s grace enable us to do? (His grace enables us to conduct ourselves with others the way we should…“in the holiness and sincerity that are from God”…a great prayer request for ourselves, our mates, children, parents, friends, etc.)
We play a significant role in the distribution of God’s grace.

(2 Corinthians 4:13-15 NIV)  It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, {14} because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. {15} All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.

· According to verse 13, what should we do as the result of our faith? (Tell others what we believe.) 

· As a result, what happens to grace in verse 15?

(2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NIV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! {18} All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: {19} that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. {20} We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. {21} God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

(2 Corinthians 6:1-2 NIV)  As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. {2} For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.

· Have you ever thought about how God decided to distribute the gospel of His grace to the world? Verses 17-21 make it clear that those who have been reconciled to God become His ambassadors to those who have not. What message do the ambassadors relay in verse 20?

· What is their warning in verse 1?

(2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV)  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

(2 Corinthians 9:6-11 NIV)  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. {7} Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. {8} And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. {9} As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." {10} Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. {11} You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

· According to 8:9, what is the source of our ‘wealth’? (The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.)

· 9:6-9:7 admonish us to be generous in giving to others. According to 9:8, how can we afford to do this? (God will make all grace abound to us so that we, in turn, can give bountifully.)

· What will God do for us in verses 10 and 11 and what are we to do in return?

(2 Corinthians 12:7-10 NIV)  To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. {8} Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. {9} But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. {10} That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

· According to verse 9, what does God an ample supply of grace to do for us? (Turn our weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions and difficulties into power and strength.)

(Galatians 1:6-7 NIV)  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- {7} which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.

· Paul said the heart of the gospel was the grace of Christ; what did he say (verse 7) some people were doing to the Galatians? (Throwing them into confusion.)

· What were they trying to do to the gospel? (Pervert it.)

· If you had to guess, how do you think these people purporting an ‘alternative gospel’ were trying to pervert the gospel of the grace of Christ? (We’ll see exactly how in a few verses.)

(Galatians 1:15-18 NIV)  But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased {16} to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man, {17} nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. {18} Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days.

· Not only was the grace of Christ the heart of the gospel, how did God call Paul (verse 15) to this ministry of taking the gospel of the grace of Christ to the Gentiles? (By His grace.)

(Galatians 2:8-16 NIV)  For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. {9} James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. 

· What caused the ‘pillars’ to acknowledge the validity of Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles? (They recognized grace had been given to him.)

{10} All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. {11} When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

· The perversion of the gospel begins to be unveiled; according to verse 11, who was the first ‘perverter’ that Paul identified? (Peter—one of the pillars!)

· Why did Paul oppose Peter? (He was wrong about something. We will see what it was as we continue.)

{12} Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. {13} The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. {14} When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? {15} "We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners' {16} know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.

· What “about face” had Peter done in verse 12?

· What label did Paul put on Peter’s actions in verse 13?

· What impact did Peter’s hypocrisy have on Barnabas, Paul’s partner in the gospel of grace?

· What were Peter’s actions communicating to the Gentile Galatians about how to be justified with God according to verse 16? (That a person is justified with God by observing the law…the modern equivalent of living a good life.)

· What did Paul remind him was the only true way to be justified?

(Galatians 2:21 NIV)  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"

· If being good was the way to be right with God, what impact would that have on Jesus’ death? 

Why do Christians still act like Peter and Barnabas…convincing themselves and others that keeping a bunch of rules is the key to being right with God? Listen to another of Paul’s letters:

Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. (Colossians 2:20-23 NIV)
Paul made it clear that righteousness by keeping a bunch of rules has an appearance of wisdom and worship, but only produces false humility (rather than true humility from God) and self-abuse; it doesn’t even produce any constructive level of self-control!

(Galatians 5:4 NIV)  You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.

· If someone claims he/she is right with God because of how they live their life (‘trying to be justified by law’), how does this verse describe them? 

(Ephesians 1:4-8 NIV)  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love {5} he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- {6} to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. {7} In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace {8} that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.

(Ephesians 2:4-10 NIV)  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, {5} made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. {6} And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, {7} in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. {8} For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- {9} not by works, so that no one can boast. {10} For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

· How much grace did it take to redeem us according to verse 1:7 and 2:7? (Apparently quite a bit—it took the ‘riches of God’s grace’ to pay it.)

· According to verses 2:5 and 2:8, what really saved us?

· What are we reminded did not save us in verse 2:9?

· According to verse 2:10, why are good works never going to win us any ‘bonus points’ in life? Because good works have always been expected from each of us, like a child is expected to do his/her chores around the house. We do them because it is our job. Jesus once explained to his disciples why a servant should not expect praise simply for obedience:
(Luke 17:9-10 NLT)  And the servant is not even thanked, because he is merely doing what he is supposed to do. {10} In the same way, when you obey me you should say, 'We are not worthy of praise. We are servants who have simply done our duty.'"

· Many times we expect God to get down on His knees and thank us for what we do for Him by our good works, but good works do not earn ‘extra credits’ towards our salvation.

(Ephesians 3:1-2 NIV)  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- {2} Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you,

(Ephesians 3:6-9 NIV)  This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. {7} I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. {8} Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, {9} and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.

· Why was Paul ‘administered’ God’s grace according to these verses?

· According to verse 8, what did Paul do to qualify to receive this grace?

(Colossians 1:3-6 NIV)  We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, {4} because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints-- {5} the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel {6} that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.

· What did the Colossians do with God’s grace in verse 6? (Heard and understood.)

(Colossians 4:5-6 NIV)  Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. {6} Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

· What does God’s grace enable us to do in these verses?

(2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 NIV)  With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. {12} We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

· What does God’s grace enable us to do in these verses?

(2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 NIV)  May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, {17} encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.

· What does God do for us through His grace in these verses? (Encourages us by his grace.)

(2 Timothy 1:6-11 NIV)  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. {7} For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. {8} So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, {9} who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, {10} but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. {11} And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.

· How (v.10) is grace revealed to us?

(2 Timothy 2:1 NIV)  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

· What does grace give us? (Strength.)

(Titus 2:11-14 NIV)  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. {12} It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, {13} while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, {14} who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

· What does grace teach us to do? (Grace teaches us to “Just say ‘No’”, to be self-controlled, upright and godly in this present age while we wait on the blessed hope of the appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.)

(Titus 3:4-7 NIV)  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, {5} he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, {6} whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, {7} so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

· How does verse 7 summarize what happens to us in verses 4-6? (Being justified by grace.) 

(1 Peter 4:8-11 NIV)  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. {9} Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. {10} Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. {11} If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

· How does verse 10 describe someone using the spiritual gift God gave them to serve others? (Administering God’s grace.) 

· Notice v. 10 says each one…not just the full-time Christian workers.

(1 Peter 5:5-7 NIV)  Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." {6} Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. {7} Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

· What activates God’s grace in us? (Submitting in humility to one another.)

· What does verse 6 say the result will be? (He will lift us up.)
Guess what the closing message in the last verse of the Bible is about?

(Revelation 22:21 NIV)  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

Grace be with you.

(Hebrews 2:9 NIV)  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

(Hebrews 4:15-16 NIV)  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. {16} Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

(Hebrews 10:29 NIV)  How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

(Hebrews 12:14-15 NIV)  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. {15} See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.

(James 4:4-8 NIV)  You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. {5} Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? {6} But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." {7} Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. {8} Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
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