THE RED LETTERS
(The Life and Words of Jesus)
Part 5
( 1995. John Creamer. All rights reserved.
I. OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:

· What type of performance would impress a concert pianist?

· What kind of discovery would impress a research scientist?

· What would be an impressive batting average for a professional baseball player to have in one season?

· What would a person need to do to impress an avid golf enthusiast?

· Why would the golf enthusiast be more impressed with someone hitting a 400 yard drive than an equally-inspired performance in an area of which they had no interest? 

· Can you recall someone who performed very impressive feats in two unrelated areas?

· What is something someone could do that would be very impressive, even spectacular, to you?

Many people think of Jesus Christ in a very limited sense, failing to remember how impressive some of the things were that Jesus did as He moved and operated among the people. Had Jesus’ earthly ministry been in our lifetime, what are some of the things He might have done today?

SCRIPTURE:
(Luke 4:31-32 NIV)  Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. {32} They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.

· What impressed the people in these two verses?

· How many ministers or teachers have you heard in your lifetime? Of that total number, how many would you say the same thing about as the people said about Jesus, “...because his message had authority...”?

· What do you think the phrase ‘because his message had authority’ means?

· Who is qualified to talk about what it was like to walk on the moon?

· Who is qualified to tell what it is like to deal with the death of a mate?

· Why was Jesus qualified to teach the people? 

· How do you think His teaching differed from the other teachers?

(Luke 4:33-37 NIV)  In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, {34} "Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God!" {35} "Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. {36} All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" {37} And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.

· What did Jesus do that impressed the people in these verses?

· Have you ever watched a movie about someone who was demon-possessed?

· How would you feel if you watched a demon obey Jesus’ order to come out of a possessed person?

(Luke 4:38-39 NIV)  Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. {39} So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.

· How many of you have ever suffered from an extremely high fever?

· Have you ever known a high fever to threaten someone’s life?

One late summer day in the South during football practice, one of the players fell unconscious onto the practice field from heat prostration. He was quickly taken to the training room and soon rushed to the emergency room of the hospital. The trainers and medical personnel tried to counteract the effects of an extremely high fever by covering him with ice, but to no avail. The brain damage was done: death followed a few days later.

How do you think the players and others at the practice would have responded if they watched Jesus stand over Steve, rebuke the fever causing it to leave his body, and then watch Steve finish practice...and the rest of his life?  

(Luke 4:40-44 NIV)  When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. {41} Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ. {42} At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. {43} But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." {44} And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

· The people had been watching Jesus do some very incredible things. What was their response to seeing Him do these things according to verses 40 and 42?

Do you think there could have been some who were still not impressed even though they watched Jesus do all of these incredible things? What would impress them?

(Luke 5:1-3 NIV)  One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, {2} he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. {3} He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

· The people were gathering around Jesus to listen...but not everyone. What was Simon doing according to verses 2 and 3? (Washing his fishing nets.)

· Even though Jesus had gained immense popularity with the people and became personally involved with Peter when He healed Peter’s mother-in-law, Peter appears to be like many men today who prefer keeping Jesus at arm’s length. He had more important things to do than sit around listening to this itinerant carpenter/healer/exorcist. You can almost hear him saying: 

“Sure, I appreciate all Jesus has done for the family, and He is a pretty good preacher, but I can’t afford to sit around all day listening to him...I have work to do!” 

What would it take for Jesus to get through to Peter? Jesus knows...
· How does Jesus include Simon in the ‘crowd dynamic’ according to verses 1-3? (He asked Peter if He could use his boat as a speaker’s platform to address the crowd.)

· What makes this a unique way of including Simon Peter? (By using Simon’s boat, Jesus makes him part of the audience...he can’t get away!) 

Jesus has included Peter, but knows that He still hasn’t really impressed Peter; 

Jesus knows He will need to earn the respect of this crusty fisherman...
(Luke 5:4-11 NIV)  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." {5} Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." {6} When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. {7} So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. {8} When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" {9} For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, {10} and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." {11} So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

· What did Jesus tell Peter to do in verse 4?

· What do you suppose went through Peter’s mind when Jesus told him to do this? Peter may well have said, “What does this guy thinks he knows about fishing! He should stick to carpentry and leave the fishing to the guys who do it for a living!”

· Why do you think Jesus was doing something related to Peter’s work?

· What will probably impress Peter more...a huge catch of fish (a successful day...maybe even a successful week...in his business) or healing his mother-in-law?

· Which would impress the average businessman more today...experiencing a major success in his business or the healing of his mother-in-law? 

· What happened in verses 6 and 7? What was likely going through Peter’s mind when this happened?

· How did Peter respond in verse 8?

· Jesus’ miraculous display demonstrates how much Jesus understands about Peter’s business; what indication do you see in verse 11 that Peter’s interest in following Jesus has changed because of this?

What is the bottom line in this for us?
· Do these verses suggest that God is under obligation to do something to impress a person before that person is obliged to follow Him? We certainly hope not! Do these verses suggest that God, as a loving Father will demonstrate His trustworthiness to us by showing us He knows more about anything in our lives than we do ourselves? Most assuredly!

Close with prayer.

II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: What do you remember your father doing when you were a child that was very impressive to you as a youngster. (If someone had a very unhappy childhood, they may wish to pass, or answer “What could your father have done when you were a child that would have been very impressive to you?)

In the OPENING TIME, we saw Jesus demonstrate to Peter that He knew a great deal about Peter and his business; in fact the demonstration was so significant that Peter left his business and livelihood...everything, to follow Jesus. 

Why does God do this? Is God obligated to show off to impress us?

Consider this: Suppose your child approached you with a bad attitude and the following statement: “If you’re such a big shot parent, why don’t do something to get me out of school so I can go to the lake with my friends tomorrow!”

Conversely, suppose you had a bad day at the office and came home. Your child knew something was wrong; he/she gives you a big hug and said, “Mom/Dad! It looks like you’ve had a rough day. Guess what! Did you know I love you anyway?”

Which of the two are you more inclined to do something special for? What is the first child asking for? ...the second? Which of the two are you most likely to want to help?

When God chooses to do something out of the ordinary in our lives, He is exercising his parental rights and freedoms.

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 6:25-34 NIV)  "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? {26} Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? {27} Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life ? {28} "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. {29} Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. {30} If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? {31} So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' {32} For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. {33} But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. {34} Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

· What does Jesus say we should not worry about in verses 25-27? Why? (v.26)

· What does He say we should not worry about in verses 28-30? Why? (v.30)

· What does He say we should not worry about in verse 31? Why? (v.32)

In the OPENING TIME, we saw Jesus do much more in a few minutes in Peter’s business than Peter accomplished in an entire night...maybe even more than several days or weeks of business. How do businessmen respond to dry periods of productivity? Worry? Panic? Re-double the efforts and work harder? Do you think Peter was feeling any of these pressures after an unproductive evening? How do you think Peter felt when Jesus enabled him to catch so many fish?

In these verses of Matthew, Jesus tells us not to worry so much about things of little importance, rather concentrate more on the real source of everything...our heavenly Father. When we do that, He makes certain our nets will fill to the brim. 

Because He has to prove Himself to us? Absolutely not! 

Because He loves us as a Father? Absolutely!

(Malachi 3:10 NIV)  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.

· Some people are unclear what Jesus meant by “...But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” This verse in Malachi is one of the direct applications of Jesus’ teaching about seeking God first. What does the verse in Malachi tell us will “open the blessing floodgates of heaven”? (Tithing)
· Is God putting us on a performance basis...if we do good to Him, He will do good to us? (NO! He is saying that our heart is where our money is...good or bad. In tithing, we are demonstrating our degree of willingness to trust Him. It takes trust on our part to give Him the first ten percent rather than keeping it for ourselves. He says that if we do, He will more than make up what we think we might ‘lose’.)
Is it possible for God to get so busy that He ‘forgets His promise’ about the floodgates?

Does God ever ‘get behind in His payments’ and forget to bless someone for doing what He asked in Malachi?

Has anyone ever given up something for God without receiving the promise from God?
Matthew  19:29.  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.
· What does Jesus say will happen if someone gives anything for His sake?

· Some religious hucksters abuse this passage to raise money for their ‘ministry’...an obvious and blatant misuse of the truth of Jesus’ words...but does their abuse negate the principle? Absolutely not! This issue of blessing is between a loving parent and his child...God and those who do what He asks. 

· Is God offering this blessing to us to bribe us? (No.) Why does He promise us this blessing? (Because He loves us.)

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we

      should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 1 John  3:1

(Matthew 7:7-11 NIV)  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. {8} For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. {9} "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? {10} Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? {11} If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

· What comparison is given in these verses to describe God’s motive for giving what is best for us?

· When a father gives his/her child what is best for them, is his motive solely to impress them? What is it? (Love.)

What is the bottom line for us? God does wonderful things for us...more than we ask or imagine...not to impress us, but because He loves us as dear children!

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Psalms  23:5.

How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you, which you bestow in the sight of men on those who take refuge in you. Psalms  31:19.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. Ephesians  3:20,21.

Close with Prayer.
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