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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:

· Is it possible that two people enter a relationship with different goals they hope to achieve or needs they hope will be fulfilled as a result of that relationship?

· What happens when one of the two feels he/she is always giving and rarely receiving in the relationship?

· Is it also possible that people consider a relationship with God because they hope He will meet some need in their life?

· What are some things people “want out of a relationship with God”?

· What does God “get out of the deal”?

SCRIPTURE:
John  4:
       43. After the two days he left for Galilee.  44.(Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.) 45.  When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there.

       46.  Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47.  When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.

       48.  "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe."

· Although not specifically stated in verse 45, what appears to be a likely reason for them to welcome Jesus? (It says they had seen all He did at the Passover Feast...the miraculous signs. See John 2:23.)

· Apparently, a certain royal official was among the people aware of the miraculous signs Jesus was doing; what did the official do (v.47) when he realized Jesus was in town?

· Is it reasonable to say the official had certain needs he hoped Jesus would meet?

· Is it also reasonable to say that many people today are like this official...calling on Jesus for a miracle when there is a crisis in their life?

· How do you think God responds to our coming to Him only when we want Him to meet our needs?

· How did Jesus respond in verse 48 to the official coming to him?

· On the basis of His response, what appears to be of prime importance to Jesus Christ? (Whether or not we believe in Him.) Is this consistent with other Scriptures? 
READ HEBREWS 11:6   And without faith it is impossible to please God, because      anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
· According to this verse, how important is it to God for us to have faith in Him...to believe Him? (Without faith...believing in Him...it is impossible to please Him.)

· Although the greatest concern God, the Father and Jesus, the Son have as for us is whether or not we believe in Him, what does Jesus say in verse 48 that many need in order to believe?

· What are some of the ways we expect God to perform miraculous signs and wonders in our lives as a requisite for our believing in Him?

· Is belief always the ‘automatic’ response to God’s miracles and wonders? 

READ JOHN 12:

       37. Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him.

· What does John 12:37 tell us about the effectiveness of signs and wonders in causing people to believe, or have faith, in God? 

READ LUKE 16:19-31. 

       19. "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20.  At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores  21.  and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

       22.  "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23.  In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24. So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'

       25.  "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26.  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'

       27.  "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28.  for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'

       29.  "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'

       30.  "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'

       31.  "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"  

· Do you think seeing someone ‘raised from the dead’ would be a miraculous wonder that would enable a person...even a skeptic...to believe? Even so, what does Abraham tell the rich man who requested someone be sent from the dead to warn his brothers of the torment of hell? (Seeing someone raised from the dead is not enough to convince a skeptic.)

Notice the foreshadowing in these verses: The rich man said someone being raised from the dead would convince his brothers of the torment...Abraham said it would not. Later, Jesus would be raised from the dead and yet many still would not believe in Him.

· Abraham said the rich man’s brothers did not need a miraculous sign or wonder in order to believe; what did he say they needed?

Do Abraham’s words still apply to us? Does faith still come from what we hear and believe rather than what we can see and prove?
READ ROMANS 10:17 and HEBREWS 11:1.

Romans  10:17.  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

· According to this verse, what is the source of faith? (Hearing the message through the word of Christ.)

Hebrews 4:2  For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 

· What does the writer of Hebrews say that people need to ‘mix’ with this gospel?

Hebrews  11:1. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
· When we acquire this faith through hearing and believing the word of Christ, what happens to the relative importance of what we can see and prove? (It diminishes, because faith from God is based on a surety of the hope He gives us and a certainty that is independent of what we see or can prove.) 

(Back to the main text...)
John  4:
       49.  The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies."

       50.  Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." 

       The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51.  While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52.  When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour."

       53.  Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his household believed.

       54.  This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.
· Jesus Christ and God His Father want us to believe in them...to the extent that faith is the only means to salvation. They also know many will not believe unless they see miracles and wonders. Even so, God is willing to answer our requests. What did Jesus do for the official in the above verses?

· What does this tell us about God’s willingness to provide whatever is necessary to believe in Him?

· What was the official’s response in verse 53 to Jesus’ miracle?

BOTTOM LINE:

· Often, the basis of our human understanding and concept of faith is what we can see or prove. God’s plan for our faith is different; He sent His Son to live and die on the cross to pay for our sins, then recorded the entire account in the Bible so we could hear and believe. Without this faith, God makes it clear we cannot please Him.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

II. TABLE TIME.

QUESTION: Was there ever a time in your life when you wished God would prove 


Himself in some way to you?


(Rhetorically:) Is God ever willing to give us the evidence necessary for us to trust Him?

The OPENING TIME made it clear that even though faith is not the automatic result of God providing someone with a miraculous sign, when certain people witness a miraculous sign or wonder from God, they immediately believe while others remain skeptical: what is the difference in the two responses? The following scriptures will investigate the difference.

SCRIPTURE:
Judges   6:

        11. The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.

12. When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior."

       13.  "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian."

       14.  The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"

       15.  "But Lord," Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."

       16.  The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together."

       17.  Gideon replied, "If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me...

       36.  Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised-- 37.  look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said." 38. And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew-- a bowlful of water.

       39. Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece. This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew." 40.  That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.
· What did the Lord say He wanted to do through Gideon in verses 12, 14 and 16?

· What is the first word in each of Gideon’s four responses to God in verses 13, 15, 17 and 36? (‘But’... ‘But’... ‘If’... ‘If’.) 

· What does this tell us about Gideon’s faith in God?

· Gideon admittedly has weak faith; what does he ask from God in verse 37? (A sign God was really with him and would help him fight the Midianites.)

· Did God answer Gideon’s request in verse 38? 

· What did he ask from God in verse 39?

· How did God respond in verse 40?

· Does it appear God was angry with Gideon in any way for asking for signs? Why not?

· Can you relate to Gideon...have you ever wanted God to give you a sign as big and obvious as a roadside billboard, or have you always trusted God and never doubted?

The rest of the story: Gideon does the job...leading the israelites in a rout of the Midianites.
JOHN 20:
      10.  Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11. but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12.  and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

       13.  They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"

       "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 14.  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

       15.  "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."

       16.  Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).

       17.  Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"

       18.  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.

       19. On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20.  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

       21.  Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22.  And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."
       24.  Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25.  So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."

       26. A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27.  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."

       28.  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"

       29.  Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
· Why did Mary believe Jesus had been raised from the dead? (She saw Him with her own eyes.)

· Why did the disciples other than Thomas believe Jesus was resurrected? (They saw Him, His hands and His side.)

· What was Thomas’ response in verse 25 when the other disciples told him they had seen the Lord? 

· Jesus appears again in the next verse: after a general greeting to the whole group, who did Jesus address in verse 27? 

· How would you feel if you were Thomas and had said to the whole group a week earlier that you would not believe Jesus was raised from the dead as He predicted He would be unless you had hard evidence of His resurrection...then, you are face-to-face with Jesus Himself?

· Jesus could have scolded Thomas for his lack of faith...even shunned him as one of His ‘back-slidden’ disciples...but He did not; what did Jesus say and do? (He gave Thomas all he needed to believe in Him.)

· What was Thomas’ response?

· Food for thought: How much time passed between Thomas’ comment about needing more evidence and Jesus providing the evidence Thomas needed?

· Why do you suppose God wanted Thomas to live with this state of doubt for a week before helping him overcome the doubt? 

· Have you ever lived with doubt for a period of time before you received the necessary data to overcome the doubt with faith? Why do you think we experience these periods of doubt? 

Some people witness a miracle, yet still do not believe: What determines whether someone will believe?

Have you ever heard of ‘priming the pump’? (Ask someone to explain if they would like.) 

In the days of the old hand-operated water well pumps, the pumps were located at the top of the well, the water supply was deep in the ground at the bottom of the well, and the water pipe connected the two. Since the pump operated on a suction principle, a suction had to be created in the pipe by filling it with water, known as ‘priming the pump’. The purpose of the pump was to obtain water from the well, but water was needed to make the pump work. 

A story was told of the man whose car broke down in the desert. He walked for many miles in the blistering sun before reaching an old, abandoned ranch house. Beside the house was a well with a hand-operated pump. Sitting on top of the pump was a container of water with a note attached which read: 

“This well has plenty of good water in it; here is enough water to prime the pump.” 

The thirsty, weary wanderer faced a dilemma: he could drink the water in the container and satisfy his incredible thirst for a short time, or he could believe the person who left the note, ignore his incredible thirst and use the container of water to prime the pump for an unlimited water supply.

He must use the very water he craved in order to produce the water he would need to survive. So it is with our faith and the evidence God gives us to acquire our faith.   
What can a person do to have the faith needed to ‘prime the pump’ and produce an unlimited supply of faith in God?

First, it takes a small amount of faith to look for God.
DEUTERONOMY 4:
       29.  But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.

· What does this verse tell the person who is willing to use their small amount of faith to look for God?

PSALMS 145:

       18.  The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

· What does this verse say God will do for those who call on Him?

HEBREWS 11:
       6.  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

· What does this verse say a person needs to search for God? (The belief that they will find Him.)

JAMES 4:
       8.  Come near to God and he will come near to you.

· When a person comes near to God, what does God do?

JEREMIAH 29:
       11.  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14.  I will be found by you," declares the LORD, 

· People are afraid to look for God for fear they will not find him and their small container of faith used in priming their faith pump would be lost forever: what do these verses tell us about taking the risk to search for God?

BOTTOM LINE:

· Faith is needed to search for God. 

· Our faith comes from hearing the gospel of Christ. 

· We must combine faith with the gospel of Christ in our life for it to be of value. 

· Without faith it is impossible to please God.

Excerpts from the Scriptures about faith in God... 

(Gideon) ...give me a sign that it is really you talking to me...

(Thomas) ..."Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put 
my hand into his side, I will not believe it."

(Jesus) ...Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."

(Moses, about God) ...you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.

(God) ...those who seek me find me.
(About God) ...anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him
(James, about God) ... Come near to God and he will come near to you.
(God) ...You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by 
you," declares the LORD,

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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