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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· What is a ‘shelf-life’?

· What is something that has a short shelf-life?  …a long shelf-life?

· How much ‘shelf-life’ do you have remaining?  
· How much longer do you expect to live?

· How would people respond to the opportunity to have an infinite lifespan? 

· Do you believe in life after death?

· What do you know about eternal life?

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 19:16-29 NIV)  Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?"  {17}  "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." {18} "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, {19} honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'" {20} "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" {21} Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." {22} When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. {23} Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. {24} Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." {25} When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" {26} Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." {27} Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" {28} Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. {29} And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.
· What did the man ask Jesus in v.16?

· What was Jesus’ answer in v.17?

· Why did the man ask Jesus in v.18?  Why do you think he asked Jesus this?

· What response did Jesus give in vs. 18 and 19? 

· What do we call these commandments?  (Ten Commandments)

· Yet, how many commandments did Jesus list?  (Only six—the six that pertain to relationships with other people.)

· Which commandments did Jesus leave out?  (The four that pertain to the individual’s relationship to God.)

(Exodus 20:3-11 NIV)  "You shall have no other gods before me. {4} "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. {5} You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, {6} but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. {7} "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. {8} "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. {9} Six days you shall labor and do all your work, {10} but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. {11} For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

· What did the man say, then ask Jesus in v.20?

· Why do you think the man kept pursuing more even after Jesus had given the answer?

· How do you think Jesus’ answer in verse 21 related to the first four commandments about God that Jesus did not mention?

Note: Was Jesus asking for everyone to take a vow of poverty to have eternal life?  Peter reminded Him that just in case this was true, that he, and the other disciples, had left everything: then, Jesus tells ‘The Rest of the Story’ in verse 29.  On the basis of this verse, what does Jesus Christ promise anyone who gives up anything to follow Him?

(Luke 10:25-37 NIV)  On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" {26} "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" {27} He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' ; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" {28} "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." {29} But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" {30} In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. {31} A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. {32} So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. {33} But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. {34} He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. {35} The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' {36} "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" {37} The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
· On another occasion, Jesus was asked the same question about eternal life: how is His answer both the same—and different?

· After Jesus gave the answer, this man asked Jesus another question, just as the man did in Matthew 19.  How did his question differ from the other man’s?  (His question lead to the last six of the Ten Commandments; the other man’ questions in Matthew 19 lead to the first four of the Ten Commandments.)

· These two men had different issues in their life that Jesus obviously felt had effect on eternal life for each of them. The first man had done well in his relationships with others, but needed to make changes in his relationship with God. The second man had done well in his relationship with God, but needed to make changes in his relationship with others. Interestingly, both knew intuitively there was something lacking in them.  

Jesus’ point? Being the person God wants us to be…someone who will inherit eternal life…means we must be ‘right’ with Him as well as ‘right’ with our neighbor. 

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" {37} Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' {38} This is the first and greatest commandment. {39} And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' {40} All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
(Matthew 22:36-40 NIV)

 (Matthew 25:46 NIV)  "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."
· Some have said that everyone will have eternal life; the question is where they will spend it, but that is not what this verse says. What does it say?  (The righteous will have eternal life; the (unrighteous) will have eternal punishment…not the same as eternal life!)

(John 3:14-20 NIV)  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, {15} that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. {16} "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. {17} For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. {18} Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. {19} This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. {20} Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
· What do verses 15 and 16 say will give someone eternal life?

· What is the alternative in verse 16 to eternal life?  (Perish. Once again, notice the verse does not say that both will live eternally; it says one will have eternal life—the other will perish.)

· What are the two options in verse 17?  …in verse 18?

· Cause and effect:  According to verses 19 and 20, why do some ‘hate the light’?

(John 3:35-36 NIV)  The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. {36} Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."
· What gives someone eternal life according to verse 36?

· What happens to those who reject God’s Son?

(John 5:19-40 NIV)  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. {20} For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. {21} For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.
· Who gives life according to verse 21?

 {22} Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, {23} that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. {24} "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 
· According to verse 24, what are the two alternatives?

· What determines which we will receive?

{25} I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. {26} For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. {27} And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. {28} "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice {29} and come out--those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. {30} By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. {31} "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. {32} There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is valid. {33} "You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. {34} Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. {35} John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. {36} "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. {37} And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, {38} nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. {39} You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, {40} yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
· According to verse 39, where were the people looking for eternal life?

· According to verse 40, was searching the Scriptures sufficient to provide them eternal life?

How can people search the Scriptures, yet still not have eternal life?
(Hebrews 3:18-19 NIV)  And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed ? {19} So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.

(Hebrews 4:1-3 NIV)  Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. {2} For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. {3} Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, "So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'" And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world.

· According to v.2, what will prevent some from having eternal life, even though they have heard the gospel?  (They didn’t combine the message with faith.)

(John 6:27-29 NIV)  Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." {28} Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" {29} Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
· Some people try to ‘earn’ their eternal life: what did Jesus say when the people asked what ‘work’ they should do to earn eternal life?

(John 6:40 NIV)  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."
· What did Jesus say is God’s plan for providing eternal life?

(John 6:63-65 NIV)  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. {64} Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. {65} He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him."
· (Although it is hard to imagine), some stumble over the doctrine of the Holy Trinity—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. In these three verses, how does the Trinity work together to give us eternal life?

(John 10:28 NIV)  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.
· How ‘secure’ is eternal life in Jesus Christ?

(John 12:44-50 NIV)  Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. {45} When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. {46} I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. {47} "As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. {48} There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. {49} For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. {50} I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."
· According to verse 44, when a person believes in Jesus, who else does that person also believe in?

· According to verse 49, who told Jesus what to say?

· According to verse 50, where does the command God gave Jesus lead a person who believes in Him?

BOTTOM LINE: 

Everyone will participate in eternity: will yours be with God?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

TABLE TIME.

QUESTION: What are the consequences of someone refusing to see the need for changing the oil in their car? What do you think the consequences will be for the person who refuses to consider whether what the Bible says about eternal life is true or not?

SCRIPTURE:

(John 17:1-3 NIV)  After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. {2} For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. {3} Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
· Verse 3 gives a summary statement about eternal life: what does it say?

(Galatians 6:7-8 NIV)  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. {8} The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

· What are our two options in ‘sowing’?

· What ‘crops’ are produced from each?  (Destruction…Eternal Life)

(1 Timothy 1:16 NIV)  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.
· What did Paul call himself? (Worst of sinners.)

· What did he say this displayed about Christ? (His unlimited patience to give eternal life to those who would believe…i.e., if Paul could receive eternal life as bad a sinner as he was, anyone could.) 

(1 Timothy 6:12 NIV)  Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
(Philippians 2:12 NIV)  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,
· Many think they can ‘relax’ after their eternity is secured through Christ. What action does Paul outline in these verses?

· Many are upset when they read these verses and ask, “Are you saying you can lose your salvation if you don’t ‘take hold’, ‘fight’ to keep it and ‘work it out with fear and trembling’?”  Consider a couple of analogies: For those who have been raised in a country that has always given them freedom, did anyone before them have to ‘fight’ for that freedom? What happens to freedom if we don’t fight for it?  Secondly, consider the verse in Philippians from the analogy of marriage. How many times do two people need to get married to be married?  (Just once.)  How often do they need to ‘work on their marriage’ to keep it fresh, vital and healthy.  (Daily.)  How often does a person need to receive eternal life from God to have eternal life? (Just once.)  How often do they need to work on their relationship with God to keep it fresh, vital and healthy?  (Daily.) 

(Titus 3:3-8 NIV)  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. {4} But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, {5} he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, {6} whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, {7} so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. {8} This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.
· According to verses 5 & 6, how did God ‘save’ us?

· According to v.7, what does this salvation mean we will inherit?

(1 John 2:23-25 NIV)  No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. {24} See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. {25} And this is what he promised us--even eternal life.
· How does this verse say someone can have eternal life?

(1 John 5:9-13 NIV)  We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. {10} Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. {11} And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. {12} He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. {13} I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

 (1 John 5:20 NIV)  We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true--even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
· Verse 11: How has God given us eternal life?

· What do verses 10 and 12 say about the person who doesn’t believe Jesus is God’s means to eternal life?

BOTTOM LINE:
· People say that Christians are ‘narrow-minded’ to think that only those who put their faith in Jesus Christ will have eternal life. Based solely on the Scriptures concerning eternal life, is there any other way to eternal life?

· Are you following the ‘open-minded’ approach to eternity—or the way outlined in Scripture?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
The Red Letters. Part 32, page 3

