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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· Have you ever heard someone say, “I just don’t understand!”?  What is something you ‘just don’t understand’?

· Does this phrase ever describe the way some people feel about Jesus Christ, God and the Holy Spirit? 

· Is it possible for some who ‘just don’t understand the things of God’ to one day ‘see the light’ and come to know Him?

· Is it also possible there are things in some peoples’ lives which prevent them from coming to know God?

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 11:25-30 NIV)  At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. {26} Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. {27} "All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. {28} "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. {29} Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. {30} For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."
· Concerning the issue of spiritual matters, Jesus places people in two groups in verse 25; what are the two groups? 

· Which group ‘doesn’t get it’ when it comes to understanding the things of God?

· Did Jesus mean than intellectuals would be excluded from God?

· Why is it good news that the things of God can be understood by a child…that a person does not have to possess superior intellect to know God? 

What is the difference in Scripture between the ‘wise and learned’ and the ‘little child’? 
 (1 Corinthians 3:18-20 NIV)  Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. {19} For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; {20} and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile."
· What two types of wisdom are contrasted in these verses? (The wisdom of this world vs. God’s wisdom.)

· What does God think of the wisdom of the world? (Foolish.)

· Paradoxically, what must a person do according to verse 18 to acquire the wisdom of God?

What does the Bible mean by ‘…become a fool so that he may become wise…?
(1 Corinthians 1:17-31 NIV)  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel--not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. {18} For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
The preceding passage said the wisdom of the world is foolishness to God; according to verse 18, people are divided on their response to the message of Christ dying on the cross.

· What does verse 18 say about the people who consider the message of the cross to be foolish? (They are perishing.) Have you ever talked with anyone who considered Jesus dying for their sin to be a foolish concept?

· What does it say about people who have ‘become a fool’ and believe in the message of the cross? (They are being saved.)

{19} For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." {20} Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? {21} For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 
· Verse 20 says God made foolish the wisdom of the world; according to verse 21, how did He do this?  (He made sure that no one would ever come to know Him through any wisdom from man, rather through faith in Jesus’ death for sin on the cross… “what was preached to save those who believe…”)

{22} Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, {23} but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, {24} but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. {25} For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. 
· Jews wanted ‘miraculous signs’ and Greeks wanted an intellectual approach to God. With all the fascination today with psychics and the supernatural and the pursuit of education as the salvation of man, has much changed in 2000 years? 

· According to verse 23, how do those searching for the miraculous and those pursuing the intellect for their ‘salvation’ respond to the message that Christ was crucified for them? 

{26} Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. {27} But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. {28} He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, {29} so that no one may boast before him. {30} It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. {31} Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."
· Why did God choose this ‘foolish plan’ according to verse 29? (So that no one may boast before Him. God offers salvation to us as a gift; He does not want us to provide our own salvation.) 

· Have you ever met someone fitting the description in verse 29 who ‘boasted’ that they did not need God?

· According to verse 31, what does God want us to ‘boast about’?

· What does verse 31 mean by "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."?

(Jeremiah 9:23-24 NIV)  This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, {24} but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the LORD.
· When Paul said in the previous passage “Therefore, as it is written…”, this is the Scripture to which he referred. On the basis of verse 23, what does God say is counter-productive to understanding and knowing Him? (When we rely on our intellectual superiority, power or wealth.)

· Interestingly, what do individuals all over the world strive for? 

· What does God want us to be able to boast about instead according to verse 24?

(Isaiah 1:18-20 NIV)  "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. {19} If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; {20} but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
· God appeals to our reasoning abilities in verse 18; He wants us to know that even though our sins are like a severe stain on a pure white cloth, He is willing to cleanse us as white as snow. What does He say in verse 20 is counter-productive to this cleansing from sin? (Resisting and rebelling against God.)

(Hosea 14:9 NIV)  Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.
· This verse says the wise and discerning will realize the ways of the Lord are the right way to walk in life. Who will not recognize and understand God’s ways? (The rebellious.) 

(Romans 1:18-32 NIV)  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
· According to this verse, what precludes some from knowing the truth about God?

{19} since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
· Was God negligent on His part in revealing Himself to these people?

{20} For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 
· How many excuses will God accept for people not knowing Him?

{21} For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. {22} Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools {23} and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. {24} Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 
{25} They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. {26} Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. {27} In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. {28} Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 
· What happened to their hearts (v.21)?

· What was their opinion of themselves (v.22)?

· The ‘politically correct’, tolerant viewpoint of people who are sexually attracted to other members of the same sex is ‘simply an alternative lifestyle’. What words are used in verses 26, 27 and 28 to describe this ‘alternative lifestyle’ of homosexuality? (Shameful lusts, unnatural, inflamed with lust for one another, indecent acts, perversion, depraved mind.)

· Which do you think is true…today’s politically correct philosophies—or these verses?

· These verses are either true or they are not. If they are true, what impact do our politically correct philosophies have on the value we place on knowing God (v.28)? (They eventually cause a person to think it is not worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God.)

{29} They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, {30} slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; {31} they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. {32} Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.
· Another popular phrase today is ‘tolerance of the beliefs of others’. Verse 32 appears to be prophetic of our times; the people who do “…not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God…” are the same ones who demand that the followers of God’s truths be more ‘tolerant’ of the ‘alternative lifestyles’.

(Ephesians 4:18-19 NIV)  They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. {19} Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.

· What does verse 18 say is the reason people are ‘in the dark’ about God? (Their hearts have become hardened.)

· Verse 19 describes an ‘exchange’ people make in their lives when their hearts become hard toward God. What replaces their sensitivity toward God? (Sensuality to indulge in impurity with a continual lust for more.)

 (Zechariah 7:11-13 NIV)  "But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and stopped up their ears. {12} They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to the words that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. So the LORD Almighty was very angry. {13} "'When I called, they did not listen; so when they called, I would not listen,' says the LORD Almighty.
· What is the result of refusing to pay attention to God, stubbornly turning away from God and closing the ears to Him?

BOTTOM LINE:
· People are prevented from knowing God because of their reliance on intellectual superiority, power or wealth and a stubborn rebellion against Him. Through constant repetition of this attitude, their sensitivity to Him is lost, replaced by a sensuality toward impurity.

This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 

(Matthew 13:13-17 NIV)

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

(2 Corinthians 4:4 NIV)
CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.

QUESTION:  How do you ‘really get to know someone”? 
SCRIPTURE:

In the Opening Time, we considered the things in peoples’ lives that prevent them from knowing God.  Now, let us consider the help God offers those who want to know Him.

(1 Corinthians 2 NIV)  When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. {2} For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. {3} I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. {4} My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, {5} so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 
· Paul wanted the Greeks to come to a knowledge of God, but he had to choose between two methods of ‘delivery’. What were the two methods and why did he choose the one he did?

· Do you think that we sometimes think the approach of eloquence and superior wisdom is better than a simple message of Jesus Christ and him crucified?

· Have you listened to someone who seemed to think more of and talk more about their pastor’s eloquent delivery than the power of the cross in their life?

{6} We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. {7} No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 
· In earlier passages we saw that God was not impressed with man’s wisdom, but according to these verses, does God want us to be devoid of wisdom?  (No—He simply wants us to have His wisdom, not our own.) 

{8} None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. {9} However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- {10} but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. {11} For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. {12} We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. {13} This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 
· How does God give us this wisdom from Him and about Him? (Through His own Spirit.)

{14} The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
· How much progress can a person make in understanding God without God’s help?

{15} The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: {16} "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.

(Proverbs 3:5-7 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. {7} Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.
· What do we need to learn to do in verse 5? (Learn to depend on God rather than ourselves.)

· Why is this hard for many of us to do?

· Have you ever heard the following description of someone: “He’s a legend in his own mind!”? Verse 7 warns against being wise in your own eyes. How does this create the proper attitude we should have toward knowing God?

(John 16:13-14 NIV)  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. {14} He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.
· What help does God provide those who want to know Him?

(Proverbs 2:1-11 NIV)  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, {2} turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, {3} and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, {4} and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, {5} then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. {6} For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. {7} He holds victory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, {8} for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. {9} Then you will understand what is right and just and fair--every good path. {10} For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. {11} Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you.
· There is an ‘if’ in verses 1, 3 and 4, followed by a resulting ‘then’ in verse 5. What are the three ‘ifs’ and the resulting ‘then’?

· What promises do you see in verses 6-11 for those who come to know God?  (Wisdom; victory; a shield for walking through life; a guard for the course and protection of the way through life; an understanding of what is right, just and fair; a heart of wisdom and a soul made pleasant by the knowledge of God; the protection of discretion and the guardian of understanding.)

(John 17:3 NIV)  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
· What is the significance of knowing God and Jesus Christ?  (Knowing God and Jesus Christ is eternal life.)

BOTTOM LINE: 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(2 Peter 1:5-8 NIV) 

CLOSE WITH A PRAYER.

The Red Letters. Part 31, page 8

