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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· Have you ever had experience in gardening and/or farming? 

· What first comes to your mind when you hear the word ‘harvest’?

· Have you ever seen any crops harvested?

· Have any of you ever seen ‘frost on the pumpkin’ in the field at harvest time?

· What is a ‘harvest moon’? Why was it so named?

· How many of you have never participated in any kind of harvest?

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 9:35-38 NIV)  Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. {36} When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. {37} Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. {38} Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."
Jesus’ audience had no trouble understanding the metaphors He used to describe spiritual matters. Since we are no longer live in and relate to an agrarian culture, our study of His metaphors, similes and allegories should be very deliberate to grasp His meaning.

· What did Jesus mean by ‘the harvest’?

· What (who) was the main in this harvest?

· Who were the ‘workers’?

· Who was the ‘Lord of the harvest’?

People have different ideas of what the Bible means by ‘bearing fruit’ and ‘spiritual harvests’. Some say this is the Holy Spirit bringing the Divine virtues to fruition in a person’s life, whereas others say that bearing fruit means reconciling others to God through personal evangelism. Which is correct? Neither one, if it is exclusive of the other. Scripturally, one does not exist without the other. But, there is a proper sequence. 

First…we must choose a crop.
We must determine which crop we will cultivate in our lives which requires us to know the options of crops available. The Bible tells us there are two alternatives.

(Hosea 10:12-13 NIV)  Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness on you. {13} But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten the fruit of deception. Because you have depended on your own strength and on your many warriors,
· What two crops did God tell the Israelites through the Old Testament prophet Hosea they could sow?

· Which did they choose?

· What did He say the crop of wickedness indicated they depended on?

· Have you ever heard someone who did things in their own strength, picked themselves up by their own bootstraps, ‘I did it my way’, ‘captain of my own ship’, kind of a ‘self-made-man’ approach to life?

(Proverbs 10:23 NIV)  A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, but a man of understanding delights in wisdom.
· Simply stated here, what are the two alternatives?

· What is the source of the wisdom the man of understanding delights in?

(James 3:13-18 NIV)  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. {14} But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. {15} Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. {16} For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. {17} But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. {18} Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.
· What are the two kinds of wisdom in these verses and what are their sources?

· What do verses 14-16 tell us about the ‘fruit’ of the harvest of earthly wisdom?

· What do verses 17 and 18 tell us about the fruit of the harvest produced by the wisdom that comes from heaven? (Sown in peace, a harvest of righteousness, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere, peace-loving, considerate, submissive.)

 (Galatians 5:16-17 NIV)  So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. {17} For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.
· Have you ever heard of ‘crop rotation’?  Does it appear the two crops in verse 17 can grow simultaneously in our lives?

(Galatians 5:22-23 NIV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
· What is the source of the heavenly seed? (God’s Spirit.)

· What crop…or fruit…does the Holy Spirit produce in us in the harvest of righteousness?

{19} The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; {20} idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions {21} and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
· What is the source of the earthly seed? (The sin nature.)

· What fruit does the sinful nature produce in us?

Next, the seeds are sown…

(Galatians 6:7-9 NIV)  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. {8} The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. {9} Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

(Proverbs 22:8 NIV)  He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, and the rod of his fury will be destroyed.
· What does verse 7 say we need to remember about sowing and reaping?

· Do you think there are people who complain about a destructive crop in their life even though the only thing that sprouted was the seed they sowed for years? 

 (Note: An old, country preacher once said, “A lot of young fellows are having a good time sowing their wild oats, but one day they’ll be praying for a crop failure!”)

The ‘Soil Condition’ determines the success of the plants... 
 (Matthew 13:3-23 NIV)  Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. {4} As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. {5} Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. {6} But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. {7} Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. {8} Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. {9} He who has ears, let him hear." {10} The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" 

{18} "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: {19} When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. {20} The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. {21} But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. {22} The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. {23} But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."
· What three things did Jesus say prevent seed from proper growth and what do these three things represent in our lives?

1) Birds eating seed that fall by the wayside…represents Satan destroying the truth about God in someone’s mind.

2) Seeds that fall on rocky places, come up, then die…represents the people who excitedly choose to follow God, but because they did not develop adequate spiritual roots and nourishment, they die away when times get tough.

3) Seeds that fall in with thorns and are choked out…represent the people who choose to follow God, but the cares of life choke them to death spiritually.

· Which soil did Jesus say the seed would grow in?

· When the seed in this soil becomes a plant, what results (verse 23)?

BOTTOM LINE:
(Joel 3:13-14 NIV)  Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow-- so great is their wickedness!' {14} Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.

QUESTION:  If you could grow any crop(s) you wanted for your own consumption, which would you choose?
SCRIPTURE:

Will all plants be productive?
(Jeremiah 17:5-10 NIV)  This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. {6} He will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. {7} "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. {8} He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit." {9} The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? {10} "I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve."
· What type of plant is described in verse 6 and who does it represent? (The bush in the desert which will never produce—represents the person who trusts in man…himself and others…rather than God.)

· What type of plant is described in verse 8 and who does it represent? (The tree planted by a stream that never withers or fails to bear fruit, even in a drought—represents the person who trusts in God.) 

· How do you think verse 9 relates to which type of tree a person becomes? (A person cannot rely solely on their emotions to grow spiritually; that is, some days, we may not ‘feel like a good Christian’, but that has nothing to do with the facts about our relationship with God through our faith in Jesus Christ. Facts don’t change with feelings; they enter the brain, not the heart.)

· Look at verse 10: what else does a person need to incorporate in their spiritual development? (Their mind.)

See Matthew 22:36-37 NIV:  "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" {37} Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.')

and Romans 12:1-2 NIV:  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. {2} Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

· What do these two passages tell us about the role our mind plays in our spiritual development?

(John 15:1-17 NIV)  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. {2} He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. {3} You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. {4} Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. {5} "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. {6} If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
Jesus uses a metaphor in these verses to describe the relationship between God the Father, God the Son—Himself, the people who do what God made them to do and those who don’t. 

· How does Jesus describe Himself in the metaphor in verse 1?

· How does He describe God the Father?

· According to verse 5, who do the branches represent? (You and me.)

· What does verse 5 say the purpose of a branch is?

· Verse 2 describes two types of branches; what are the two types? (The ones who bear fruit and those who don’t.)

· What do verses 5 and 6 say determines whether a branch bears fruit?

· What happens to the ones who don’t bear fruit?

{7} If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. {8} This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. {9} "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. {10} If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. {11} I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. {12} My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. {13} Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. {14} You are my friends if you do what I command. {15} I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. {16} You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. {17} This is my command: Love each other.
· According to verse 8, how is God affected by our bearing fruit?  

· What do we demonstrate about ourselves when we bear fruit?

· According to verse 16, who chose whom?  

· What was Jesus’ purpose for choosing us—what did He appoint us to do?

(Psalms 92:12-15 NIV)  The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; {13} planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God. {14} They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, {15} proclaiming, "The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him."
· Some plants become less productive as they grow older; what can we expect about our fruitfulness for God as we mature, according to verse 14?

· What are some of the ways Christians in their old age can have unique spiritual contributions in the lives of others?

· Do we aggressively seek opportunities to learn from these mature, fruit-bearing ‘palm trees’?

(Psalms 1:1-3 NIV)  Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. {2} But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. {3} He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
· What ‘cultivation and plant care’ is recommended in verse 2 for the ‘plants of God’?

· What kind of ‘yield’ does verse 3 say we can expect from this? 

(2 Peter 1:5-8 NRSV)  For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, {6} and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, {7} and godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. {8} For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Verse 8 tells us “For if these things are yours…they keep you from being…unfruitful…”  What ‘things’ are listed in verses 5, 6 and 7? 

· Which ones do you feel are healthy crops in your life and which ones would you like to see more of?

(Matthew 3:8-10 NIV)  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. {9} And do not think you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. {10} The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
· What does verse 8 tell us is a good ‘fertilizer’ for the spiritual crop in our lives?

(Luke 13:6-9 NRSV)  Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. {7} So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' {8} He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. {9} If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'"
· What does Jesus think about plants that don’t bear fruit?

· How does this relate to you and me?

(Matthew 7:16-21 NIV)  By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? {17} Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. {18} A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. {19} Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. {20} Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. {21} "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
· As plants, we can ‘talk big’ about how beautiful we are as spiritual trees, but what did Jesus say is the real proof of ‘plant quality’?

(John 4:35-38 NIV)  Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. {36} Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. {37} Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. {38} I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor."
(1 Corinthians 3:4-8 NIV)  For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men? {5} What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  {6} I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. {7} So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. {8} The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.

· Combining these two passages—one from Jesus, the other from Paul—what do we see about the unique roles each of us have in the harvest of others for God? 

(Romans 12:6-11 NIV) {6} We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. {7} If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; {8} if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. {9} Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. {10} Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. {11} Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.

· What are some of the unique roles we can have in the spiritual harvest?

(Proverbs 11:30 NIV)  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.

(James 5:20 NIV)  remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

(Daniel 12:3 NIV)  Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.
· What do these verses tell us about those who ‘bear the spiritual fruit’ of leading people to a relationship with God?

BOTTOM LINE:  

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.                                                            

 (Philippians 1:9-11 NIV)

CLOSE WITH A PRAYER.

Other ‘fruitful’ verses to consider:

(James 2:14-26 NIV)  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? {15} Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. {16} If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? {17} In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. {18} But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. {19} You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. {20} You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless ? {21} Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? {22} You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. {23} And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. {24} You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. {25} In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? {26} As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

(James 4:17 NIV)  Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.

(Matthew 4:17-19 NIV)  From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." {18} As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. {19} "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."
(Luke 5:1-11 NIV)  One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, {2} he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. {3} He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. {4} When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." {5} Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." {6} When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. {7} So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. {8} When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" {9} For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, {10} and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." {11} So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

(1 Corinthians 9:19-22 NIV)  Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. {20} To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. {21} To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. {22} To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.

(Jude 1:22-23 NIV)  Be merciful to those who doubt; {23} snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear--hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.
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