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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· Have you heard the phrase ‘What comes around goes around.’?  What does the phrase mean?

· What does the phrase ‘He can dish it out, but he can’t take it!’ mean?

· Have you heard the phrase ‘That’s like the pot calling the kettle black!’? What does the phrase mean?

· What does the phrase ‘What’s good for the goose is good for the gander!’ mean?

· What is a ‘double standard’?

· What are some examples of a ‘double standard’?

· Who favors and who opposes a double standard?  (Someone benefiting from a double standard would likely favor the double standard, while someone who felt their rights were violated by the standard would oppose it.)

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 7:1-5 NIV)  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. {2} For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. {3} "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? {4} How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? {5} You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.  

· How do you think verse 1 addresses the ‘double standard’ issue?

· Let’s apply the principle in verse 1 to our own lives: how do we feel when someone criticizes us, one of our family members or a close, personal friend? 

· Have you ever criticized another person?

· Was your criticism of someone else as repulsive to you as the criticism you received from another person?

· Why do you think we are keenly aware of the damage caused when someone judges us, yet seem to be blind to the damage we cause when we judge others?  

· How does our ‘blindness to damage’ relate to Jesus’ comparison of a speck of sawdust to a plank in verses 3-5?  

· Can you imagine how a large plank directly in front of our face would be an optical impairment to doing anything…especially finding a small piece of sawdust caught in someone else’s eye?  

· Perhaps Jesus gave us more than just a ‘mental image’ of the problem; how can we be so ‘blinded’ by our own huge shortcomings that we feel qualified to hold someone else accountable for their slight imperfections? 

· Even if we were able to get the plank out of our eye, wouldn’t it seem that we should be a lot more sympathetic than critical of the lesser inconsistencies of another? 

Is this passage suggesting that if the ‘relative size’ of our sin was reversed…if ours was the size of sawdust we would be qualified to criticize someone for their plank-sized sin?

Not quite…
(John 8:3-11 NIV)  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group {4} and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. {5} In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" {6} They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. {7} When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." {8} Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. {9} At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. {10} Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" {11} "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
· By bringing this woman to Jesus with a recommendation of stoning her to death, the Pharisees and teachers of the law obviously felt her sin was in the ‘plank-size’ category. In His response, did Jesus tell the teachers of the law and the Pharisees, “If any one of you has only ‘sawdust-size’ sins, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”?

· What did Jesus set as the qualifying standard for ‘rock heaving’ in verse 7?  (They had to be without sin.)

· Would you have been qualified (or is there anyone who would be qualified) to make the first pitch?

· Do you think the standards for judging others is different today?

(John 8:15 NIV)  You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one.
· Comparing the size of our sins in order to qualify as someone who deserves to criticize and gossip about others is a human standard…not a standard from God.  What did Jesus say in this verse about the human standards for judging?

· If the absence of sin was the qualification needed to judge others, Jesus would be the only person in the group; yet, what does He say in this verse about judging others?

· If Jesus doesn’t pass judgment on anyone, then doesn’t it seem a little presumptuous for us to think we are qualified to do so?

(2 Corinthians 10:12 NIV)  We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.

· What did Paul say about this human standard of judging?

(John 12:47 NIV)  "As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.
· Of the two alternatives Jesus could have given to a lost world—passing judgment or offering salvation—which did He choose?

· Of these same two alternatives—passing judgment or offering salvation—which do you think the lost world today perceives Christians are offering them?  Why?

 (Note: This is not meant to imply that the people who reject salvation through Jesus Christ will escape judgment.  It is saying that judgment is God’s responsibility, not ours; our responsibility is to tell them of salvation through Jesus Christ.)

· Is it possible that the very people to whom we should be offering God’s salvation are the recipients of our judgmental spirit instead? 

(Romans 2:1-4 NIV)  You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. {2} Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. {3} So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? {4} Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?
· Have you ever heard of a plan than ‘back-fired’?  When we make ourselves the judge and jury, passing judgment on others, how does it backfire on us?

· How would you feel if you offered kindness, tolerance and patience toward someone who responded with contempt?  Verse 4 says that is our attitude toward God when we judge others; do you think He finds an attitude of contempt any less distasteful? 

BOTTOM LINE:
· Regardless of how keen we believe our insight into seeing the faults of others, Jesus reminds us we have a blindness to our own sins.  Pointing out the sins of others has serious effects on the pointer.  When we do pass judgment on others, we show contempt for God’s kindness, tolerance and patience. Can you afford the price of pointing out the sins of others?
CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.

QUESTION: Have you ever made a “judgment call” about someone the first time you met them that turned out to be incorrect?
SCRIPTURE:

(Romans 14 NIV)  Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. {2} One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. {3} The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. {4} Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

· What is the directive in verse 1 about judging?  (Accept the person without passing judgments [based on] on disputable matters.)

· Paul gave an example of one of the disputable matters of his day…dietary laws. Whereas, this is not a disputable matter today, what could be some the matters Christians have disputes about today? 

· Do you think these disputable matters cause Christians to have judgmental attitudes towards others with whom they disagree?  How…Why?

· According to verse 3, determining which person was ‘correct’ in the disputable matter was not the issue; what was the important issue?  (Regardless of their differences in the matter, neither had the right to ‘look down their nose’ at the other.)

· Why does verse 4 say we have been ‘relieved of any responsibility’ of judging someone? (Because it is God’s responsibility to judge His servants, not ours as fellow servants. Each servant is responsible solely to his master, certainly not to other servants.)

In other words, if you disagree with another over whether something is permissible and the issue is not in ‘black and white’ [or red and white] in the Bible, the two of you should back off the disputing and accept each other…not each other’s position…but each other.  Neither of you should look down on the other.)

…continuing in Romans 14…
{5} One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. {6} He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. {7} For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. {8} If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. {9} For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. {10} You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. {11} It is written: "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.'" {12} So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. {13} Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. {14} As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. {15} If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. {16} Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil. {17} For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, {18} because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. {19} Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. {20} Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. {21} It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall. {22} So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. {23} But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

· What did Paul ask them in verse 10 and tell them in verse 13?  (Why do you judge your brother?  Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one another.)

· What do verses 19 and 22 tell us to do?  (If necessary for maintaining peace and mutual edification, keep your beliefs about these disputable matters between yourself and God.)

Paul had more than just a passing experience with this issue of judgment arising from disputable matters:

(Galatians 2:4-16 NIV)  This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. {5} We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you. {6} As for those who seemed to be important--whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not judge by external appearance--those men added nothing to my message. {7} On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews. {8} For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. {9} James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. {10} All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. {11} When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. {12} Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. {13} The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. {14} When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? {15} "We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners' {16} know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.
· The disputable matter was the Jewish dietary law: the people in the dispute—Paul versus Peter, James and Barnabas—quite an impressive disagreement! According to verse 4, how was the matter ‘brought to light’?  (By ‘brothers’ who were spying on Paul…trying to prove he was not adhering to the Jewish dietary laws.)

· Have you ever felt as if certain religious zealots were spying on you, to find something about you they could expose?  Do you think that is how the woman in John 8 felt when she was ‘caught in the very act’?

· What reminder did Paul give in verse 6?  (God is the judge…and not by external, human standards.)

· What did Paul tell Peter in verse 12 of his personal reprimand of Peter’s behavior was the reason Peter did what he did?  (Fear of religious reprisal from fellow religious members.)

· What did Paul label this in verse 13?  (Hypocrisy.)

· Can you think of modern day examples of this same kind of behavior by people in the religious world equally as significant as James, Peter and Barnabas who were nevertheless wrong about their position?

· How is this a stern reminder that we must get our ultimate answers on these issues personally and directly from God’s word, not from others?  (Because…who would have ever guessed that Peter, James and Barnabas could all be wrong about an issue?) 

In verse 16, Paul called this hypocritical behavior being ‘justified by the law’--keeping a set of religious rules in order to be accepted by religious peers or avoid being judged by them. Later in his letter, he delivers a verdict for those who do this.

(Galatians 5:4 NIV)  You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
· What did Paul call this behavior—seeking to be accepted by keeping the religious rules of your peers, rather than understanding our salvation comes from God being gracious to us through Jesus Christ?  (Fallen from grace.)

· Have you ever heard the phrase ‘fallen from grace’ before?  Is this what you thought it meant?

(1 Corinthians 4:3-5 NIV)  I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. {4} My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. {5} Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.
· Verse 3 might sound as if Paul had put himself ‘above accountability’, but explains his position in verse 4;  why did he have a clear conscience?

· Are you close enough to God that you can maintain a clear conscience through interaction between yourself and God…without any other human judgment? 

· Have you ever been the one trying to pass judgment on someone like Paul who has his act together so well with God that he wasn’t phased at all by your judgment?  Frustrating, isn’t it?
(Colossians 2:16-23 NIV)  Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. {17} These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. {18} Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. {19} He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. {20} Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: {21} "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? {22} These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. {23} Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.
· According to verse 16, what is the judgmental person basing their judgment on?  (What a person eats, drinks or how they observe religious ceremonies.)

· What does Paul say the judgmental person’s problem is in verse 19?  (He has lost contact with his master—the head of the church—Jesus Christ.)

· What do verses 21 and  22 say these rules are based on?

· In verse 23, Paul said the basis on which we judge others—these religious ‘do’s and don’t’s have the appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh, physical training…all of which sound good to certain types of people. But! What does Paul say about their real value to us?

(James 4:11-12 NIV)  {11} Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. {12} There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are you to judge your neighbor?
· Many Christians who have a judgmental spirit toward others actually think they are helping!  According to verse 11, however, what are they doing?

(1 Samuel 16:6-13 NIV)  When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed stands here before the LORD." {7} But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." {8} Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen this one either." {9} Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD chosen this one." {10} Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." {11} So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives." {12} So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." {13} So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.
· This passage is an account of Samuel identifying the man God had chosen to be the next king of Israel. The principle contained in the passage is the difference between how men judge men and how God judges men. Saul saw the tall Eliab and thought, “This must be the one! Look how tall he is!” But! What did God tell him in verse 7?

· How is this a final reminder to us that we are not capable of judging others?  (Only God can see the heart…all we can see is the outward man…insufficient data to base judgments on.)

BOTTOM LINE:  

· Christians often participate in judging others under various banners: accountability, avoiding compromise, “…I probably shouldn’t repeat this, but I will, just so you’ll know how to pray for her…” and various others, often pointing to oblique uses of Scripture to validate their behavior. What reasons have you seen for refraining from judging others?

CLOSE WITH A PRAYER.
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