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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· What are some of the things people do to ‘prepare for their future’?

· How big of a role does money have in the average person’s plans for the future?

· What percentage of personal income do you think the average person tries to save?

· What are some of the fears people have about the unknowns in their future?

· How significant is this fear as a motivating force for people to plan for their future?

· We seem to be constantly warned about ‘underplanning’ for our future, but is it possible to focus too much on the future? Is there a healthy balance between being wise and being a worrier?

SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 6:19 NIV)  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
Jesus often makes strong statements that many of us find difficult to understand, but, as is always the case, we can easily digest His meaning when we chew on all His words surrounding the statement and blend in other relevant Scriptures. 

· What does Jesus advise against in verse 19 and what reason does He give for the admonition?

· What could be some of the objections people may have to Jesus’ words in this verse?

(Possible objections…) 

· Was Jesus advising against planning for the future? 

· Was He saying parents shouldn’t save money to provide for their families?

· Was He saying we shouldn’t set up retirement funds, life insurance policies, tax-deferred annuities, or college funds for the kids? 

· Was He saying that Christians should relax, be lazy, quit working hard and ‘trust God to take care of them’?

First of all, Jesus never said anything contradicting other Scripture, so let’s look at other Scriptures to clearly determine what Jesus was not saying:

When Jesus said we shouldn’t ‘lay up treasures on earth’, He was not saying Christians can be slack in their work(or condone others who do… 
(2 Thessalonians 3:6-16 NIV)  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. {7} For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, {8} nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. {9} We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. {10} For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." {11} We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. {12} Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. {13} And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. {14} If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. {15} Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 
· Some of the people in Thessalonica had definitely gone to an extreme about ‘not laying up treasures on earth’…to the extent that they were not even working! How did Paul advise these people should be treated in verses 6 and 14?

· What was the rule about work that Paul reminded the Christians in Thessalonica in verse 10?

· Do you see any allowances made in these verses for an irresponsible attitude toward work, business or career?

(1 Timothy 5:8 NIV)  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

· How is the person described in this verse who fails to provide for his family’s needs?

· Do you know of any cases like this in which a parent…particularly the husband and father…did not provide for his family’s needs and caused irreparable damage to the family?

· What are some of the provisions we need to make for our relatives…especially our immediate family…to demonstrate we have not ‘denied the faith’ and become ‘worse than an unbeliever’?

(Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 NIV)  A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, {25} for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? {26} To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
· These verses describe two different types of people. What differences can you see in them? (One wants to please God, the other does not. The one who pleases God has plenty to eat and drink and understands the satisfaction he finds in his work is a gift from God…he enjoys his work. The other person is also prosperous…but his work and wealth appear to be less than satisfying to him.)

Thus we see the following about the impact our relationship with God has on our work: 

· If our concern is to please God, He blesses us with satisfaction in our work.
· If our concern begins with trying to find satisfaction in our work with little or no view given to pleasing God, our ‘focus’ prevents God’s role in our business and thereby excludes His involvement in providing satisfaction, wisdom, knowledge and happiness. 
· Perhaps many are frustrated by years of trying unsuccessfully to find satisfaction in their work and careers, failing to realize it is a by-product of pleasing God. 

Everything seems to make sense so far…God wants us to work, He wants to bless our work, meet our financial and material needs and give us satisfaction and happiness as added bonuses: Where, then, is the problem?  Read on…

(Proverbs 27:23-24 NIV)  Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; {24} for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations.
· What does this verse say about staying abreast of our vocations, careers and business? (We need to ‘keep in touch’ with our business and vocation; if we slack off, our riches will not endure forever.)

· The implication in this verse is that perhaps this person had set aside riches (he hoped would) endure forever so he would no longer need to work.  The reason for the danger is the person’s potential tendency to trust in their ‘nest-egg’ rather than in God for their security. 

(Luke 12:15-31 NIV)  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." {16} And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. {17} He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' {18} "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. {19} And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' {20} "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' {21} "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."
· What is the warning in verse 15?  Have you ever known someone who thought life consisted in the abundance of possessions?

· What did the man in the parable do?

· At what point do you think the man ‘crossed the line’ with God?

· Have you ever heard it said of someone “He will never have to worry about money again!”?  How can this financial situation interfere with that person’s need for…or dependence on…God?

 (Deuteronomy 8:10-18 NIV)  When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. {11} Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. {12} Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, {13} and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, {14} then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. {15} He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. {16} He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. {17} You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." {18} But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.
· According to verses 11 and 14, how did Moses warn the Israelites that success could affect their relationship with God?

· Is it possible that the same danger exists for each of us today…that if we are not careful, the abundance of our blessings from God can actually cause us to forget God?

· How would you describe the way the person feels about himself in verse 17?  Have you ever witnessed this before?

Personal Note: Several years ago a good friend of mine who experienced success early in his business career told me about a conversation he had with his father about his accomplishments. Full of himself, he boasted to his father, 

“I guess I would describe myself as a self-made man!” 

After a brief moment of thought, the wise father replied, 

“That certainly confirms the theory that 

man has a strong desire to worship and praise his creator!”  
BOTTOM LINE:
· God does not want us to be ‘poor’. He wants us to work…He created us to work…and He wants to bless our work by meeting our needs and providing abundance as well as satisfaction and happiness. We ‘cross the line’ when we begin to think that we are our own providers and that our net worth is the storehouse from which those provisions will come rather than from God.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
TABLE TIME.

QUESTION: Why does money sometimes bring out the worst in people?
SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 6:20-21 NIV)  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. {21} For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
· Where does Jesus recommend we invest?

· How can we invest in these ‘heavenly’ stocks?

· What does Jesus say in verse 21?

· Does your experience with money lead you to believe this is a true statement?

(1 Timothy 6:17-19 NIV)  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. {18} Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. {19} In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
· What are the people commanded not to do in verse 17?  Why?

· What are the people commanded to do in verse 17?  Why?  

· What do you see in verse 17 that indicates putting hope in God instead of wealth is not a bad plan? 
(Money has a great deal of uncertainty…God richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.)
· What are they commanded in verse 18?  Why…according to verse 19?

(2 Corinthians 9:6-13 NIV)  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. {7} Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. {8} And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. {9} As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." {10} Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. {11} You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. {12} This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. {13} Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.
· Many people fear that if they agree to ‘store up treasures in heaven rather than on earth’ they will experience ‘earthly losses’ such as income and lifestyle. What do you see in verses 6, 8, 10 and 11 that indicates this fear is unfounded?

Are there other passages that confirm the invalidity of this ‘I’m afraid I’ll go broke if I become generous’ fear?

(Proverbs 11:24-28 NIV)  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. {25} A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. {26} People curse the man who hoards grain, but blessing crowns him who is willing to sell. {27} He who seeks good finds goodwill, but evil comes to him who searches for it. {28} Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

· What happens to the man who gives freely (storing up treasures in heaven) in verse 24?  

· What happens to the man who withholds (to build up his earthly treasure)?

· What happens to the generous man in verse 25?

· How do people feel about the man who hoards his grain in verse 26?

· How are these two types of people described in verse 28 and what will happen to each?

· Which of the two seems to be the better way to handle wealth?

(Proverbs 28:19-20 NIV)  He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty. {20} A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished.

(Proverbs 28:22 NIV)  A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him.

(Proverbs 28:27 NIV)  He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses.
· What specifics do you see in these verses for storing up heavenly treasures?

· What are the forecasted results for this philosophy of handling personal wealth?

· What characteristics are listed in these verses of the person trying to store up wealth?

· What results are predicted for this person?

(Mark 10:17-30 NIV)  As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" {18} "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--except God alone. {19} You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'" {20} "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." {21} Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." {22} At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. {23} Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" {24} The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! {25} It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." {26} The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be saved?" {27} Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God." {28} Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!" {29} "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel {30} will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.
· Do you think this man had the ‘I’ll lose everything if I do what Jesus says!’ fear?

· If we called the ‘things’ the man was afraid to give up an investment, and suppose the value of the ‘things’ was $10,000, what kind of return did Jesus say the man would have received on his investment using the prospectus numbers in verse 30? (1,000,000! For those who may object to putting specific numbers on the example…that was Jesus’ idea…not ours! He used houses as an example; houses have prices…prices that can be multiplied by 100 easily and exactly. Jesus used specific numbers to point out to us He was not kidding about the principle.)

(Job 31:16-28 NIV)  "If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary, {17} if I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless-- {18} but from my youth I reared him as would a father, and from my birth I guided the widow-- {19} if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or a needy man without a garment, {20} and his heart did not bless me for warming him with the fleece from my sheep, {21} if I have raised my hand against the fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court, {22} then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint. {23} For I dreaded destruction from God, and for fear of his splendor I could not do such things. {24} "If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, 'You are my security,' {25} if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained, {26} if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or the moon moving in splendor, {27} so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered them a kiss of homage, {28} then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high.
· What opportunities do you see in verses 16-23 for making heavenly investments?

· What is the ‘earthly alternative’ in verses 24, 25?

· How do we put our trust in gold (money), great wealth and fortune?

· How does Job describe this in verse 28? (Unfaithful to God.)

(James 4:1-5 NIV)  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? {2} You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. {3} When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. {4} You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. {5} Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?

· What does James call (verse 4) the people who store up earthly treasures instead of heavenly treasures?

(Proverbs 23:4-5 NIV)  Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. {5} Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

· What do these verses advise against?  Why?

· Have you ever experienced how quickly riches ‘leak out of your fingers’?

· If your heart is where your treasure is and your treasure seems difficult to keep in ample supply, what impact does this have on the things we cherish in life?

(James 4:13-17 NIV)  Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." {14} Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. {15} Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." {16} As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 
· How do these verses tell us to approach our business and career and the wealth that come through our work?  (Do not be so arrogant as to think we are in charge, rather recognize God is the source of all our provisions.)

(1 Timothy 6:6-12; 17-19 NIV)  But godliness with contentment is great gain. {7} For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. {8} But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. {9} People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. {10} For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. {11} But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. {12} Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. {17} Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. {18} Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. {19} In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

· According to verse 10, what does a strong desire for money cost some people?

· Is that a price you would pay to get rich?

· Wealth is not condemned in this passage; as a matter of fact, the wealthy are given instruction in verse 18. What are they commanded to do? 

· What is their return in verse 19?

BOTTOM LINE:  

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 

(Matthew 6:24 NIV)

CLOSE WITH A PRAYER.
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