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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· What are some things people try to ‘keep a secret’?

· Which parts of our faith in God should not be a secret?

· Are there aspects of the relationship between us and God that need to be kept secret?

SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 6:1, 5 NIV)  "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. {5} "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.
· What did Jesus warn against doing in verse 1?

· What is the ‘act of righteousness’ in verse 5 that Jesus would explain both ‘how not to do’ as well as ‘how to do’? (Prayer.)

· Jesus warned against hypocrisy in prayer in verse 5; where did He say this hypocrisy took place? (In the synagogues and on the street corners.)

· What would be the equivalent of ‘standing in the synagogues’ for us today? …Church?

· Whereas we don’t have many Christians today standing on street corners praying to be seen by everyone, perhaps there are other scenarios we need to consider.  Have you ever been in a restaurant when the meal was served and had someone at your table say in a rather loud baritone voice (that virtually everyone in the restaurant could hear), 

“Let Us Pray!”?  

Did it occur to you that, in addition to thanking God for the food and asking Him to bless it, the prayer might be intended as a spiritual demonstration to the others in the restaurant?

· Why did Jesus say hypocrites prayed this way in verse 5? (…to be seen by men…)

· Why do you think hypocrites would want others to see and hear them praying?

· In verse 5, Jesus said they have already received their reward; what do you think their reward was?

· Is it possible there are hypocrites today who pray this way?

Jesus offers the alternative to the hypocrites’ method of prayer in verses 6 through 15. In His model prayer, commonly referred to as The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus gives us guidelines on prayer regarding where to pray, to whom we should pray, how we are to pray and what we are to pray for. 

(Matthew 6:6 NIV)  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

· Jesus begins with location in verse 6; where does Jesus say we should go to pray?

· Why do you think Jesus said to go into our room? 

· Why do you think He suggested closing the door?

· How do you think praying secretly in your room with the door closed so no one can see you can be a deterrent to this hypocrisy in prayer? 

· The second aspect of prayer Jesus addresses in verse 6 is who we pray to.  Why do you think Jesus wanted us to understand God hears our prayers from a father’s perspective?

(Matthew 7:7-11 NIV)  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. {8} For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. {9} "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? {10} Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? {11} If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
· There are always people who didn’t have a very good relationship with their parents, but for those of you who did, how concerned were they about your well-being?

· There are also children who don’t believe their parents love them, but for you parents who don’t fit that category, how concerned are you for the well-being of your children?

· In Jesus’ example, He portrays a child asking their father for basic food. If your child asked you for food, would you give them something harmful instead?

· Jesus said that if human fathers with their frailties want the best for their children, then how much more should we expect from God who is the perfect Father in heaven?

(Back to Matthew 6:7 ff.)

(Matthew 6:7-8 NIV)  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. {8} Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

· What did Jesus say in verse 7 was not a successful manner to approach God in prayer?

· Why did Jesus say (verse 8) this was unnecessary?

· Why do you think God wants us to ask for something He already knows we need?

· Why do you think we need to ask God for something He already knows we need?

· Consider the parent/child relationship again: Parents know their teenagers will need help purchasing their first car. The parent knows how to help the teenager avoid buying a ‘lemon’, how to negotiate the price, how to get the title, registration and license plates, how to have it insured and the best way to pay for the car and related expenses. 

· Does the fact that the parent knows these needs and plans to help their teenager mean that the son/daughter need never ask…or thank…the parent for their assistance with the car? 

· How do you feel when your children acknowledge and express genuine gratitude to you for providing for them?

· How do you think God feels when we acknowledge His provisions and genuinely thank Him for them?

(Proverbs 3:5-7 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. {7} Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.

Consider the teenager buying the car in light of these 3 verses: 

· Why should he/she trust in their parent’s experience rather than ‘leaning on their own understanding’? (The parent has more knowledge and experience and can help the child avoid mistakes.)

· As the teenager acknowledges the parent’s help and guidance…“Dad, do you know how much I appreciate and need your help…?”, the parent understands how much their son/daughter is relying on them and becomes more committed than ever to helping them make the right decisions.

· The teenager who is ‘wise is his/her own eyes’ and does not ‘fear their parent’ (have tremendous respect for their parent’s ability to help them) will likely inherit the ‘evil’ that comes from making a bad purchase decision because they didn’t heed the parent’s advice.

BOTTOM LINE:
· What would you think of son who ‘blurted out’ in a public forum private and intimate information that should have been between him and his father?  What do you think God thinks of us when we make our intimate conversations between us and Him a matter of public record?

· Why does God want us to ask Him for things He already knows we need?

· Why do we need to ask God for things He already knows we need? 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II.  TABLE TIME.

QUESTION: (The first question is rhetorical, the second is for everyone to answer.)

· How important is a person’s true identity…for others to call them by the right name?

· Tell about a time when you called someone the wrong name, or when someone did that to you.
SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 6:9-15 NIV)  "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, {10} your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. {11} Give us today our daily bread. {12} Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. {13} And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' {14} For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. {15} But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
"OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME . . ."
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does it mean for us to understand that God's name is to be hallowed? (Synonyms for ‘hallowed’ are blessed, inviolable, consecrated, honored, revered, sacred.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do you think Jesus said we should begin the prayer with this focus on God's name? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
It is commonly agreed that names are less important today than in Jesus' day.  How important is God's name to you? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How important do you think it is to God for us to have awe and respect for His name? 


Consider what God says about His name:
(Exodus 3:13-15 NIV)  Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" {14} God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" {15} God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did Moses ask God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How did God respond?  ("I AM WHO I AM.")

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does "I AM WHO I AM" mean to you?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do you think it means to God?

· Is it possible that people are confused about God’s real name…His true identity?

God's description of Himself is synonymous with His name; He described Himself by His name, saying "I AM WHO I AM", not "I AM WHO YOU WANT ME TO BE" or "I AM WHO YOU UNDERSTAND ME TO BE".  A popular phrase in our society today is "God as you understand Him".  The intention may be good, but that phrase leaves the character and nature of God at the mercy of each individual's imagination, much like Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny.  God told Moses "I AM WHO I AM", emphasizing that our individual 'understanding' of Him will never change his character. 
One of the results of this ‘God as you understand him’ theology is that many people have come to believe in the theory that there is really only one God and that people all over the world who worship their god as they understand him (it) are worshipping the same God as the God of the Bible. 

Have you ever heard this ‘One and the Same god’ theory? 

Have you ever heard of The Ten Commandments? Consider the First Four of the Ten.

(Exodus 20:3-7 NIV)  "You shall have no other gods before me. {4} "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. {5} You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, {6} but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. {7} "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

· Did God say in these verses that He didn’t mind which god we worshipped? 

· Do you see anywhere in these verses that as long we worshipped a god…any god…He would credit our account the same as if we worshipped Him?

· How does God label Himself in verse 5? (Jealous.)

· If all gods of all people were really the same god, that would mean there was only one god, right? 

· If there was really only one god, then who could only one God be jealous of? 

· Isn’t it rather difficult to be jealous of someone else if there is no one else?

If God didn’t care who we worshipped, as long as it was a god, the He wouldn’t care what name we called Him, would He? …What does He say about His name…His identity…in verse 7?
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do verse 7 and Matthew 6:9 have in common? (Both address the need for us to address God with His TRUE NAME and hallow that name because it is His specific identity.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Swearing using God's name is obviously a misuse; can you think of other misuses of His name that result in a lack of reverence for God?

How would you summarize “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name…”?

". . . YOUR KINGDOM COME. . . "  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is God's kingdom?
(Mark 12:28-34 NIV)  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" {29} "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. {30} Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' {31} The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." {32} "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. {33} To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." {34} When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
One of the teachers of the religious law asked Jesus which of the commandments in the law was the most important. Commandments were a big deal in the religious community...a person's spirituality was measured by his or her ability to keep them, by not breaking any. What was Jesus' response? (Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength...)
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What was the teacher's assessment of Jesus' answer? (Well said, teacher...)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How did Jesus say the teacher's response related to God's kingdom?  (In essence Jesus said, "Your response indicates you are not far from the kingdom of God because you understand what is important to God, not just the observances and rituals in the religious world.")

How would you summarize "...Your kingdom come..."?  (To love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love our neighbor as we love ourselves.)

(Verse 10)

". . . YOUR WILL BE DONE. . ."  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do we mean when we ask for God's will to be done?

(Psalms 40:8 NIV)  I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."

· In the first half of this verse the psalmist indicates his desire to do God's will; in the second half, he states that God's laws are in his heart. What can we draw from this verse concerning the relationship between our desire to do God's will and our knowledge of His word?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Where do you think we will develop a desire like the Psalmist?  (From knowing God's Word.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
If the desire to do the will of God comes from reading His Word, the Bible, why do you suppose some people are often uncertain about God's will for an area of their life?  (Could it be relative to the amount of time they spend with God through studying the Bible?)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you think we can use the Bible as a "Quick Reference" when we need to know God's will in a hurry?  (Maybe, but more than likely this Biblical crisis management would be like communicating in the unfamiliar language of a foreign country with a bi-lingual dictionary...it could be slow at first!)

How would you summarize “...Your will be done...”?  (Trust God to give me the desire to do His will as a result of my getting to know Him through His Word.)
“. . . GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. . .”

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why is it important to God that we ask Him daily for bread, i.e., our basic needs?  (Asking God for our needs each day, then watching expectantly for His provision is a constant reminder of our dependence on Him for everything.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What impact could our affluent society have on our dependence on God for our daily needs?


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do you think this would change if we experienced economic difficulties?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you think we sometimes take our daily bread for granted and expect God to give us our annual income instead?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you ever been guilty of not asking and thanking God to meet your daily needs because you were looking ahead to the future?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do you think God wants us to try to live one day at a time?  (Read Matthew 6:24-34.)

“. . . FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE HAVE FORGIVEN OUR DEBTORS. . .”

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does the last part of this sentence imply?  (That we have indeed forgiven any and all trespasses against us.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you ever find this difficult?
(Matthew 6:14-15 NIV)  For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. {15} But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did Jesus say will happen if we forgive others?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the result of not forgiving others?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you think Jesus was telling the truth?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you forgiven everyone who has sinned against you?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you ever heard someone comment, "I've forgiven them, but I'll never forget!"?  How do you suppose that person would feel if God made the same comment to them when they asked for forgiveness from Him for all their sins?!?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
When we asked to be forgiven for our sins, do we need to confess them individually, or is the fell swoop method adequate?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you think we are ever guilty of being blind to sin in our life, precluding us from confessing, or being forgiven?  (Consider how Kind David, a man after God's own heart, had to be tricked by the prophet Nathan into admitting his sin of murder and adultery!  If this could happen to the greatest King of all history, do you think we are exempt from the possibility?)

How would you summarize this part of the prayer?  (Forgive everyone who has wronged us, then ask God to reveal sin in our life, confess it, and thank Him for forgiving.)

“. . . AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, 

BUT DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE.”

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Does God ever tempt anyone?

(James 1:13-14 NIV)  When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; {14} but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do these verses tell us about who is responsible for our temptations?  (We are.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In that light, what are we asking God to do in this prayer? (Help us stay away from our own weaknesses and evil desires, delivering us from the evil one.)

Fishermen use different kinds of baits in order to catch different kinds of fish; the type of fish determines the kind of bait to use. The successful fishermen use bait that appeals to the particular appetite of the fish they want to catch and present the bait in the best, most realistic manner possible. 

When the fish bite, they find out too late they were tricked.  

Satan… “the evil one”… employs the same tactic to lure us and, if we are not careful, catch us; he uses ‘bait’ that appeals to our appetites. When we bite, we find out too late that we, like the fish, were tricked.  Our prayer should be that God keeps us away from ‘bait’ that will ‘get us caught’!

BOTTOM LINE:  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is your conversation time with God, your prayer life, ever less than what you (and God) want it to be?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you ever experience times when you feel you simply don't know how to pray?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you ever considered Jesus Christ's instruction to the disciple in the Lord's Prayer as a model for your own prayers, or do you unconsciously repeat the prayer Jesus gave us without considering what each part of the prayer represents?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
When you pray, do you begin by meditating on who God really is?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you pray that God will help you "To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and your neighbor as yourself", demonstrating your desire to see "Thy kingdom come"?

WE SHOULD ASK OURSELVES. . .
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do I feel confident about knowing God's will in all the areas of my life?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do I rely on God daily for my needs...or do I ask Him to meet my annual income needs and leave the day-to-day management of those resources to me?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is there anyone I haven't forgiven? 


Will God not forgive me if I don't forgive them as Jesus said? 


Was Jesus serious when he said that?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What bait do I need to avoid in my life?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How can I implement the Lord's Prayer into my prayer time?

CLOSE WITH A PRAYER.
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