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I. OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:
· Why do college students pledge and become active members of social fraternities and sororities?

· Why do people become members of country clubs?

· Why do men and women join social clubs and service organizations?

· Why would someone join the Ku Klux Klan?

· Why would someone join the NAACP?

· Why do some people become members of a political party?

· What are some of the advantages of associating with others who have common beliefs, purposes and goals? 

· How could a person’s alignment with an organization or club limit them in some way?

· Why do people join churches?

· Is it possible that some church members socialize exclusively with their fellow church members and other Christians? 

· How can this affect their relationship with people outside their church membership? 

SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 5:43-48 NIV) {43} "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' {44} But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, {45} that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. {46} If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? {47} And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? {48} Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Jesus presents His listeners with an ‘if…question…question’ series in verse 46, followed by another ‘if…question…question’ in verse 47: 

· What is the ‘if’ in verse 46? What two questions follow?

· What is the ‘if’ in verse 47? What two questions follow?

· Do you think these same two ‘if…question…question’ series that Jesus presented in The Sermon on the Mount are pertinent to Christians today?

Have you ever had any involvement in an evangelistic event designed to give Christians an opportunity to invite non-Christians?  When asked to consider participating in the event, many Christians respond, “I’d love to help, but I just don’t have any non-Christian friends!”?

Why do many Christians find themselves isolated from the rest of the world by the safety of their religious comfort zone of ‘fellow believers and brothers’?

Is it good…or bad…or neither good nor bad…that Christians allow this to happen?
· What do you suppose Jesus meant by the word ‘greet’ in verse 47?   Strong’s Concordance Dictionary indicates the original Greek word Jesus used was aspazomai, (as-pad'-zom-ahee); which meant to draw out, to enfold in the arms, to welcome and to embrace. 

· As we consider Jesus’ question in verse 47 in light of the definition of aspazomai, ask yourself;

· What type of person do I seek to try to draw out?

· Of the people I know, which ones do I ‘enfold in my arms’ (either literally or figuratively) to show them I care for them?

· Who do I make welcome in my home?

· What kind of person do I embrace as friend? 

Perhaps we should also consider these questions from another perspective:

· What type of person do I generally avoid and rarely try to seek out or draw out?

· Of all the people I know, which ones would I rather not ‘enfold in my arms’ (either literally or figuratively)?

· (Fill in the blank) “I really don’t care if I ever make ________ feel welcome in my home!”

· (Fill in the blank) “I can’t imagine ever embracing ________ as a friend!”

In the next Scripture, we see the ‘exclusive’ social philosophy of the religious people in stark contrast to the people with whom Jesus associated.
(Luke 7:33-50 NIV)  For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.' {34} The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners."' {35} But wisdom is proved right by all her children." {36} Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. {37} When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, {38} and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. {39} When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." {40} Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. {41} "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. {42} Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" {43} Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. {44} Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. {45} You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. {46} You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. {47} Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." {48} Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." {49} The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" {50} Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."
· According to verse 34, what kind of people did Jesus seek out and embrace as friends?

· What happened to His ‘reputation’ in the religious community as a result?

· Are Christians today willing to jeopardize their ‘spiritual stature’ in the religious community by spending time with non-Christians?

· Do you think the Pharisee considered Jesus a ‘worthy’ guest to have in his home for dinner? Why? 

· In verse 39, what did the Pharisee think about Jesus allowing himself to be ‘touched’ by a sinner?

· Do you think the Pharisee would have told Jesus “I don’t have any friends that don’t live and believe as I do…certainly no friends like this woman!”?

· What does verse 39 indicate about the Pharisee’s thoughts, feelings and beliefs about associating with people like this woman?

· Could this be the same reason many Christians do not have any non-Christian friends?

BOTTOM LINE:
· As you consider the people you welcome in your home and embrace as friends, are you more like the Pharisee or Jesus?

· Which do you think God wants you to be like…Jesus or the Pharisee?

Jesus said, “If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” 

· Who do we love…is it only the people who love us?”

Jesus said “And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?” 

· Who do we extend hospitality and friendship to…is it only to our ‘Christian brothers’?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: How would you respond if a Christian friend of yours: 

a) told you they didn’t know any non-Christians, 
b) but would be willing to change and become more like Jesus than the Pharisee, 
c) if you would help them think of ways to befriend non-Christians.  
SCRIPTURE:
(Luke 10:25-37 NIV)  On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" {26} "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" {27} He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' ; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" {28} "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." {29} But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" {30} In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. {31} A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. {32} So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. {33} But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. {34} He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. {35} The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' {36} "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" {37} The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
· What did the ‘religious expert’ ask Jesus in verse 29?

· Do you think the religious expert was hoping Jesus would ‘expand’ the number of people he could love as himself…or ‘limit’ the number to whom he was obligated?

· Do you think Christians generally try to ‘expand’ their ministry to include people outside their current religious circles or ‘limit’ their social obligations to their close Christian brothers and sisters?

· Which do you do?

(Romans 12:13 NIV)  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
· Have you ever heard Christians say, “I’m just not a ‘natural’ at entertaining people and having people over for dinner in my home!” What word precedes hospitality in this verse and what does it imply?

·  How can we become better hosts? (Practice, practice, practice!)

(1 Peter 4:9 NIV)  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
· Who can we ‘practice on’ to sharpen our hospitality skills and how are we to conduct ourselves while learning? (One another…fellow Christians…without grumbling.)

(Romans 12:13 NRSV)  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

(Hebrews 13:2 NRSV)  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.
· After we begin to get the hang of it, who can we begin to include as we expand our definition of neighbor? 

If you are serious about wanting to spend time with others outside your ‘comfort zone’…to love more people than just the ones who love you and embrace them the way Jesus did, the following verses in Romans will help.

(Romans 12 NIV) {3} For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 

{9} Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

{14} Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

{16} Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

{20} On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." {21} Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
· Considering verse 3, why is it a good idea to begin reaching out to others with ‘a sober judgment of yourself…not thinking too highly of yourself’? How will your ‘measure of faith’ help you do this?

· How will sincere love (verse 9) for others help? Why will it be important to cling to the good and hate the evil while entertaining strangers in your home?

· When someone persecutes you (verse 9), do you take them off your invitation list or do you prayerfully consider how you can be a blessing to them?

· Is there anyone you have considered ‘too low’ (verse 16) socially to eat with you?

· Verse 20 has often been misunderstood; heaping coals on someone’s head was not a type of sadistic revenge…instead, it was a great help. In that day, there were no matches and ‘instant fire logs’ to start fires needed every day for cooking and/or warmth. Building a fire was a major problem. When someone’s fire went out, good friends would give them coals to get it started again. As they did with everything, they carried the coals home on their head in a clay container, thankful for a friend who helped when they needed them. 
· When your enemy is hungry and thirsty, either physically, emotionally or spiritually, will you be prepared to feed them?

· How can you help your enemy in his/her time of need, heaping burning coals on their head?
BOTTOM LINE:
· Each of us need to overcome the tendency to withdraw into the safety of the comfort zone of loving only those who love us and embracing only our good friends. Jesus calls us to a higher standard.

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. “If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” “And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?”
(Proverbs 25:21-22 NIV)  If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink. {22} In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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