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I. OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:
· Do people in our society today think divorce is a sin?

· Do people in our society today think adultery is a sin?

· Would most people today say that divorce causes adultery or adultery causes divorce?

· What percentage of people today have been affected in some way by adultery and divorce?  

SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 5:27-32 NIV)  "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' {28} But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. {29} If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. {30} And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. {31} "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' {32} But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.
· What two topics does Jesus address in verses 27 and 31?

· What percentage of adults today might think these six verses do not apply to them?

· What percentage of adults today do you think God thinks these six verses apply to?

· What percentage of adults today would you estimate have been divorced?

· What percentage of adults today would say they have committed adultery?  What do you think the percentage would be if verse 28 was the definition of adultery and everyone was honest?

· Did Jesus say the adultery he defined in verse 28 was some kind of ‘lesser’ adultery than sex outside of marriage?

· What is the difference between the adultery Jesus defined in verse 28…looking at a woman lustfully…and the more public forms of adultery?

· Is there a difference to God?

· Why do you suppose Jesus associated adultery caused by the sin of lust in the heart…with adultery caused by divorce in these verses?

· Do you think we make a distinction between adultery caused by lust and adultery caused by divorce  as to which is worse?  Do you think God does?

· Could it be that, to God, adultery is adultery—regardless of the cause…while we make distinctions of which is worse or better—adultery because of lust or adultery because of divorce?

· Is it possible that some think lust is less harmful than an affair?

· Is it also possible that some who know they have had lust in their heart still openly condemn people who are divorced?

· Is it possible that when some religious people enter a discussion about divorce and adultery that the participants silently square off for a contest and ‘divide into teams’?

One team is made up of people commonly known to have had an affair and/or divorce—the ‘Bad Guys’. The other team is made up of people not known to have had an affair or divorce…the ‘Good Guys’. Before we complete our look at Matthew 5:27-32, let’s take a ‘sidetrack’ to explore this theory of the Bad Guys vs. Good Guys to see if there is precedence in Scripture for this behavior.

(John 8:3-11 NIV)  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group {4} and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. {5} In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" {6} They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. {7} When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." {8} Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. {9} At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. {10} Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" {11} "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
· What did the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law catch the woman doing?

· As far as the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law were concerned, which team should this woman be on?

· Which team did the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law obviously think they deserved to be on?

Interesting Note: The Pharisees and Teachers of the Law didn’t even want to compete with this woman; they wanted to use her to pick a fight with someone else. According to verse six, who were they really after? 

· What they didn’t realize was that Jesus knew their ‘secret sins’ that would disqualify them as ‘Good Guys’ and was about to make each one ‘fess up’!

· How did Jesus cut to the chase with these men and expose their duplicity in verse 7?

· What was the result in verse 9?

· Why do you suppose the older ones were the first to leave?

· What was Jesus’ response to the woman’s sin? (He forgave her.)

· What do you think Jesus was trying to tell the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law…and us…about entering contests against people caught in sin when we, because of our hidden sins, are just as guilty as the person we hope to destroy in the contest?

We see in this passage the same thing we have seen (or probably will see) in our own experience…that when issues such as divorce and adultery come up, many ‘christians’ divide everyone into two groups…those caught in sin and those not yet caught in their sin. We also see in this passage that God knows everyone belongs in one group. His placement criteria is outlined in the following Scriptures: 

There is no difference,  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:22-23 NIV)

We do have an option to put ourselves in a different group, described in the next verse in Romans…

and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  (Romans 3:24 NIV)
· Which group we are in has nothing to do with ‘getting caught’…all of us have ‘been caught’ in God’s eyes; our grouping is determined solely by whether we choose to be forgiven and confirmed when we choose to forgive others.

· When we join the ‘Forgiven Team’, God demands that we cease the competition to destroy others. We are instructed to play by a new set of rules:

· (Colossians 2:13 NIV)  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,

· (Ephesians 4:32 NIV)  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

· (Colossians 3:12-13 NIV)  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. {13} Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

(Back to Matthew 5…)
· What do you think Jesus was saying in verses 29 and 30?

· Do you know anyone who ever gouged out their eye or cut off a hand to get rid of sin? What was Jesus trying to tell us? Perhaps He was saying we are very adept at identifying, judging, sentencing and executing a sentence for adultery and divorce…as long as our judgments and sentences are directed toward others and not ourselves. In order to point out our partiality towards ourselves when convicting and sentencing, Jesus handed down what appears to be a ludicrous sentence…until we consider it from a different perspective:

Suppose a man walks around the corner of his house and sees another man looking in the bathroom window, spying lustfully on his wife. Is it possible that the husband might agree with the sentence in verse 29 for the perpetrator? 

Does the husband understand the severity of the violation against his wife?

Do you think the spying man is as critical of his offense as the husband?

Can you imagine a man walking into his house to discover his daughter in the hands of an intruder who obviously had evil intentions?  

Would the sentence in verse 30 make sense to the father?

What changed?  Only the perspective. Many of us look at this sin differently for ourselves than we do for others. We are more able to understand the severity of the sin…even something as ‘innocent’ as looking at another man’s wife…when it is another man looking at our wife!  Why don’t we see the same degree of danger when the tables are turned and we are the one looking lustfully at the woman? 

Why do we tend to be lenient on ourselves when the sin is a ‘secret’ sin in our heart and critical of others when they do the very same things we do?

BOTTOM LINE:
You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, 

for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself,

 because you who pass judgment do the same things.  (Romans 2:1 NIV) 

· Before we can study what God says to us in His Word about adultery and divorce, most of us need to be reminded to ‘leave our guns at the door’, so we don’t end up shooting someone…even ourselves. We also need to understand that since all of us are sinners, no one has the ‘right’ to establish a superior position in the discussion of adultery and divorce. Once these are established, then we can continue the study on adultery and divorce in God’s Word.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: (Answer one.) 1) Which do people consider more serious—adultery or divorce? Which carries a greater stigma in the church community?  …in the secular community? 2) Are people today more, or less comfortable talking about adultery and divorce than people 30 years ago? Why?

The fact is, today we seem to find it difficult to know what is right and what is wrong about adultery and divorce. Why? 

Because the longer we are in traffic, the more we have a tendency to drive at the same speed as everyone around us. Have you ever been on a freeway in a major city just before the rush hour? Did you  feel the panic and tension that all the other drivers seemed to experience? Faster…Faster…Faster…everyone drives Faster! Who is setting the pace? No one knows. All that seems certain is that everyone else is going faster and if you don’t go faster as well, you’ll be killed!!! But! Does the fact that everyone is going 76 M.P.H. in bumper-to-bumper traffic in the rain mean that the dangers of driving fast in the rain have been canceled until after rush hour is over? 

How does driving in rush-hour traffic apply to adultery and divorce? As we observe what our society feels is right and wrong about adultery and divorce, we need to consider the impact of driving in traffic where everyone is exceeding the speed limit. Consider the following statistics about how fast we are driving down the freeways of marriage, divorce and adultery.

The following statistics are recorded in The Statistical Abstract of the United States, a publication of The United States Department of Commerce. 

· 1950: 1,667,000 couples married—385,000 couples divorced.

· 1970: 2,159,000 couples married—708,000 couples divorced.

· 1993: 2,334,000 couples married—1,187,000 couples divorced.

· Unmarried couples of the opposite sex living together: 1950-none, 1970-523,000, 1994-3,661,000.

The numbers tell the story:
Marriage…1,667,000 to 2,159,000 to 2,334,000—40% overall increase in 23 years.

Divorce…385,000 to 708,000 to 1,187,000—200% overall increase in 23 years!

Unwed couples ‘shacking up’…0 to 523,000 to 3,661,000!!!

Is there any wonder why we’re confused???
· As we consider these statistics since 1950, do you think our society has become more, or less tolerant of divorce and adultery? Why?

· During this same period, do you think the Church has become more, or less tolerant of divorce and adultery? Why?

· As God watched these statistics since 1950, do you think He changed His mind about adultery and divorce? Why? 
A common and frequent response to a Biblical investigation of adultery and divorce is “Well, the good news is God forgives!” This is certainly true. But! Does God’s forgiveness of a sin mean that a forgiven sin = an acceptable sin?  Consider an analogy using a different issue: Suppose a Christian man physically abuses his wife and children; if he repents will God forgive him?

· Is his offense less wrong because God forgave him?

After God forgives this man, the man repeats the crime against his wife and family. If he repents, will God forgive him again?

· Will God’s forgiveness the second time make his crime against his family less detestable?

Suppose this pattern continued for years; what counsel would you expect someone to give him one day?

· How would you respond to him if, while you were trying to help him realize his actions were wrong, he shrugged his shoulders and said, “Yes, I know this is wrong, but the good news is God forgives!”?

· Do you think this man really is convinced his actions are wrong?

· What if he had convinced himself he was not wrong to treat his family this way since most of the other  men in his neighborhood physically abused their wives and children; would that make his behavior more tolerable?

· What changes do you think God wants to see in this man’s behavior?

Someone may say, “Now just a minute! You can’t compare divorce to child abuse!” Well…would you say it is reasonable to say that God would hate the behavior of a person abusing their child? What if the Bible said that God held a similar opinion about the damage done by divorce?

SCRIPTURE:
…On Divorce…

(Malachi 2:13-17 NIV)  Another thing you do: You flood the Lord's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. {14} You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. {15} Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth. {16} "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment," says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith. {17} You have wearied the LORD with your words. "How have we wearied him?" you ask. By saying, "All who do evil are good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is pleased with them" or "Where is the God of justice?"

· How does God feel about divorce according to verse 16? (Notice the verse does not say God hates the divorcee…just divorce.)

· According to verse 15, why does God want husbands and wives to remain faithful to their commitment to each other?

· These verses tell us how God feels about divorce: do these verses also reflect our society’s opinion about divorce? Do we hate divorce…or have we come to accept it because it has become more prevalent than ‘being one flesh’?

· Has our society accepted adultery and divorce to the extent that we have also wearied God (v.17) by saying, "All who do evil are good (forgiven) in the eyes of the LORD, and he is pleased with them"?

…On Adultery…

(Exodus 20:14 NIV)  “You shall not commit adultery.”
· What limits did God give us for adultery in the Ten Commandments?

· Has God rescinded the Ten Commandments?

· Therefore, is adultery still a sin?

(Leviticus 20:10 NIV)  "'If a man commits adultery with another man's wife--with the wife of his neighbor--both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.
· How seriously did God want them to view adultery?

· How would the enforcement of this affect our world today?

(Proverbs 6:20-35 NIV)  My son, keep your father's commands and do not forsake your mother's teaching. {21} Bind them upon your heart forever; fasten them around your neck. {22} When you walk, they will guide you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; when you awake, they will speak to you. {23} For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the way to life, {24} keeping you from the immoral woman, from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife. {25} Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes, {26} for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and the adulteress preys upon your very life. {27} Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? {28} Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched? {29} So is he who sleeps with another man's wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished. {30} Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy his hunger when he is starving. {31} Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, though it costs him all the wealth of his house. {32} But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment; whoever does so destroys himself. {33} Blows and disgrace are his lot, and his shame will never be wiped away; {34} for jealousy arouses a husband's fury, and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge. {35} He will not accept any compensation; he will refuse the bribe, however great it is.

· What advice is given in these verses about adultery?

Someone may say, “These verses are only about prostitution, not two normal people having an affair!” That is not true. Yes, verse 26 mentions the prostitute, but it also puts her in the same category as the immoral, wayward wife with a smooth tongue.

· Is this advice valid, or is this a ‘Christian scare tactic’? (It is reasonable to say this is good advice. e.g., The husband who catches his wife in his bed with another man [v.34] will likely be a jealous husband regardless of his personal religious beliefs.)

(Proverbs 7 NIV)  My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you. {2} Keep my commands and you will live; guard my teachings as the apple of your eye. {3} Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart. {4} Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," and call understanding your kinsman; {5} they will keep you from the adulteress, from the wayward wife with her seductive words. {6} At the window of my house I looked out through the lattice. {7} I saw among the simple, I noticed among the young men, a youth who lacked judgment. {8} He was going down the street near her corner, walking along in the direction of her house {9} at twilight, as the day was fading, as the dark of night set in. {10} Then out came a woman to meet him, dressed like a prostitute and with crafty intent. {11} (She is loud and defiant, her feet never stay at home; {12} now in the street, now in the squares, at every corner she lurks.) {13} She took hold of him and kissed him and with a brazen face she said: {14} "I have fellowship offerings at home; today I fulfilled my vows. {15} So I came out to meet you; I looked for you and have found you! {16} I have covered my bed with colored linens from Egypt. {17} I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. {18} Come, let's drink deep of love till morning; let's enjoy ourselves with love! {19} My husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey. {20} He took his purse filled with money and will not be home till full moon." {21} With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk. {22} All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose {23} till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life. {24} Now then, my sons, listen to me; pay attention to what I say. {25} Do not let your heart turn to her ways or stray into her paths. {26} Many are the victims she has brought down; her slain are a mighty throng. {27} Her house is a highway to the grave, leading down to the chambers of death.

· Many people think the Bible doesn’t relate to today’s contemporary world. Does the scenario in these verses sound outdated?

· Does this sound like a current ‘Soap Opera’?

· Do you think the outcome for the person who falls for this proposition is accurate?

…On Forgiveness…

(Psalms 51:1-17 NIV)  For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. {2} Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. {3} For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. {4} Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. {5} Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. {6} Surely you desire truth in the inner parts ; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. {7} Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. {8} Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. {9} Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. {10} Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. {11} Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. {12} Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. {13} Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. {14} Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. {15} O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. {16} You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. {17} The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
· Did God forgive David’s sins of sleeping with a married woman and murdering her husband?

· Did God’s forgiveness of David’s sins do away with the negative consequences of those sins? Read the following:

(2 Samuel 12:9-14 NIV)  Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. {10} Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' {11} "This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. {12} You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.'" {13} Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. {14} But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die."
· God forgave David’s sins, but what were the consequences?

…On How The Church Should Respond…

(1 Corinthians 5 NIV)  {1} It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife. {2} And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this? {3} Even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. And I have already passed judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present. {4} When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, {5} hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord. 

{9} I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people-- {10} not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. {11} But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. {12} What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? {13} God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."
· Notice that Paul only recommends the response the church should have for adultery within (vs.1,9,10). What does he recommend in verse 2? …verse 5? …verses 11&12?

(Galatians 6:1-2 NIV)  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. {2} Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
· How does this verse say Christians are supposed to treat another Christian when ‘caught in sin’, adultery or any other?

(Matthew 15:18-20 NIV)  But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 'unclean.' {19} For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. {20} These are what make a man 'unclean'; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him 'unclean.'"
(Matthew 19:8-9 NIV)  Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. {9} I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery."
· What are some of the things people blame for their adultery and/or divorce? (Their mate, lonely, insecurity, etc., etc.) What do these two passages tell us deserves the blame? (Our hearts.)
· If our hearts are the problem, where will the problem be solved?
 BOTTOM LINE:
(Romans 13:9-10 NIV)  The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." {10} Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
· Where do these verses say the issue of adultery is resolved? (From the heart…love others as yourself; when this is done, we would never wish the harm caused by adultery on anyone we love.)

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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