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I. OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:

· What is an ‘entrance requirement’?

· What is the purpose of entrance requirements?

· Are entrance requirements discriminatory?

· What are some of the entrance requirements for a person to enter college?

· What are the requirements for enlistment in one of the branches of the United States military?

· What are the requirements for induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame?

· Did God establish entrance requirements for heaven?

SCRIPTURE:
(John 3:1-2 NIV)  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. {2} He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him."

· Who approached Jesus?

· What was Nicodemus’ position in the community?

· Nicodemus was a member of the Jewish ruling council, the group that would become the source of Jesus’ greatest persecution and ultimately cause his death by crucifixion. Knowing this, why do you think Nicodemus approached Jesus at night?

· Was Nicodemus afraid his peers would see him with Jesus if he visited him in broad daylight?

· Before we criticize Nicodemus for his unwillingness to be seen with Jesus, is it possible we are critical of what we see of ourselves in Nicodemus? Are we like Nicodemus at times, reticent to approach Jesus in the presence of our friends, acquaintances and/or associates?

· What did Nicodemus say to him?

(John 3:3-5 NIV)  In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." {4} "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" {5} Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

· Did Nicodemus ask Jesus about the entrance requirements for the kingdom of God?

· Why do you think Jesus interjected the requirements for entering the kingdom of God?

· Is it possible that people(like Nicodemus(sometimes approach Jesus ‘in the dark’ solely to accomplish their personal agenda only to have him turn the light on their spiritual destiny instead? Do people think God ‘has the right’ to do this?

· What did Jesus say in verse 3 is required to enter the kingdom of God? (Born again)

· How did Jesus define ‘born again’ in verse 5?

· What do think it means to be born of water and the Spirit?

Many scholars have different interpretations of the meaning of verse 5, but one thing we know for certain; Jesus and God never meant for the entrance requirements to be difficult to understand, even  for the simplest of people. 

In Matthew 11:25 & 26, Jesus said to God, his Father:

At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

Consider another Scripture that uses water and the Spirit in the same context...a quote from John the Baptist in Matthew 3:11, just before he baptized Jesus in the Jordan river:

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

· In this verse, what was the purpose of the water baptism? (Repentance)

· How did John say Jesus would baptize? (With the Holy Spirit)

· Combining the two, we have a picture of both dimensions of salvation. The first dimension is our response to God through repentance when he calls us; the second is the completion of our salvation by God, through His Son and His Holy Spirit.

Thus, we are ‘born again’ as we come to God in repentance for our sins, symbolized by the physical water baptism, and given the right to become new children...children of God...as we receive Jesus Christ as Lord and He baptizes us with God’s Holy Spirit. “...Yet to all who received him,[our part] to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God [God’s part]--children born not of natural descent, nor of a human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” John 1:12,13.

(John 3:6-15 NIV)  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. {7} You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' {8} The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." {9} "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. {10} "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? {11} I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. {12} I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? {13} No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. {14} Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, {15} that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

· Many today talk about trying to achieve a ‘higher awareness of their spirituality’, as if they are developing their spirituality the same way they work on their tennis game! Jesus comments on the ‘efforts of the flesh’ to achieve a spiritual dimension in verse 6; what does He say about these ‘human efforts to be spiritual’? (Efforts in the flesh can only produce results in the flesh, not the spirit. “Flesh gives birth [only] to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”)

· What is the only way to achieve the spiritual birth Jesus talks about? (God’s spirit through new birth.)

· Others feel they can dictate when the Holy Spirit will come to power in someone’s life through new birth or the manifestations of the spirit through the spiritual gifts. What does verse 8 say to those who feel it is their responsibility to ‘ration the Holy Spirit’?

(John 3:16-21 NIV)  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. {17} For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. {18} Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. {19} This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. {20} Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. {21} But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."

· What did Jesus say God’s motivation was for sending him into the world in verse 16? (Love)

· What happens to the person who believes in Him?

· Some have said they would not believe in a God who would condemn people to eternity in hell, but according to verse 17, was that God’s purpose for sending his Son? On the basis of verse 18, who condemns whom?

· Others think that everyone...the whole world...is saved by the death of Jesus. According to verse 18, is everyone saved through Jesus’ death on the cross? (No...only those who place their faith in Jesus Christ.)

· Have you noticed that some people are ‘not interested’ in any discussion about God, Jesus Christ, or eternal life? What explanation do verses 19 and 20 give for this ‘indifference’?

BOTTOM LINE:
· What is the ‘entrance requirement’ to be able to enter the kingdom of God?

· When you stand before God and He asks you “Why should I let you enter my kingdom?”, what will you say?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: What does the term ‘born again’ mean to you?

SCRIPTURE:
“Is ‘born again’ only a New Testament doctrine?”
(Jeremiah 31:33-34 NIV)  "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. {34} No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."

(Ezekiel 11:19 NIV)  I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.

(Ezekiel 36:26-27 NIV)  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. {27} And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

· Many think the new birth through God’s spirit is a New Testament concept: what did God prompt these Old Testament prophets to write?

· Does the process of removing a heart of stone, replacing it with a new, undivided heart and receiving God’s very own Spirit sound anything like the process Jesus described to Nicodemus?

(See Hebrews 8:8-16 for the New Testament account of the fulfillment of these prophecies.)
“What literally takes place in this process of being born again?”

(Ephesians 4:21-24 NIV)  Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. {22} You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; {23} to be made new in the attitude of your minds; {24} and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

· These verses describe briefly and simply what takes place in the process of the new birth. What is the ‘beginning point’ of the process according to verse 21? (Heard and were taught.)

· What does verse 22 tell us is an important pre-requisite in preparation for our new self? (Get rid of the old self.) How is this a description of the repentance John the Baptist preached?

· What else happens according to verse 23? (A new mental attitude.) How does this verse relate to Jeremiah 31:33? (We have a new mental attitude because God put His laws in our minds and in our hearts.)

· Having done all these things, what do we do in verse 24? 

· Does this help to understand how a person is ‘Born Again’?

“Ephesians 4:24 says, ‘You heard of him and were taught...’ What are we supposed to listen to and learn about Jesus?”
(James 1:18 NIV)  He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

(John 5:24 NIV)  "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

(1 Peter 1:23 NIV)  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

(John 20:31 NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

· Each of these verses tells us what we are supposed to listen to and learn from...all are the same; what is our source of information that will lead to salvation? (Scripture...the Bible.)

“How important is being ‘Born Again’?
(Galatians 6:15 NIV)  Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.

· We may or may not understand the gravity of the statement Paul was making to the Galatians because circumcision doesn’t mean to us what it did to them. To the religious Jews, circumcision wasn’t just a part of their religion, it was the basis of their religion...and Paul was saying it meant nothing! Let’s change the verse to insert something that would be the closest equivalent to circumcision in our religious environments today:

Neither being a member of a church nor not being a member of a church means anything; what counts is a new creation.
What kind of reactions would Paul have received if he stated the verse as such today?

· On the basis of this verse, how important is it to be ‘born again’ as the Bible describes?

BOTTOM LINE:
· Have you been ‘Born Again’?

         Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
2 Corinthians   5:17

       he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,      Titus   3:5

       Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 
1 John   5:1
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