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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· Can you think of an example of when maintaining a tradition becomes more important than original purpose of the tradition itself?
· What are some things that become ‘sacred cows’ for people today?
· Are there religious traditions today that have become more important to the people observing them than the original purpose of the traditions?
· Is it possible that people can observe Christian traditions today without knowing the person behind those traditions...Jesus Christ?
SCRIPTURE:
(Matthew 15:1-9 NIV)  Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, {2} "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their hands before they eat!" {3} Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? {4} For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.' {5} But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' {6} he is not to 'honor his father ' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. {7} You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: {8} "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. {9} They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"

· What were the Pharisees and teachers of the Law complaining about to Jesus?

· What was Jesus’ response to them in verse 3?

· Jesus then gives them an example of one way they did this in verses 4-6; what did Jesus say in the end of verse 6 they were doing by keeping their traditions? 

· Do you think there are examples today of people…perhaps even religions…nullifying the word of God for the sake of their traditions?

The example above is of an obvious violation of tradition nullifying the word of God, but the religious types of Jesus’ day were more subtle about their concerns of what Jesus would do to their religious routines. The following passage explains more about what the Pharisees and teachers of the Law were concerned Jesus wanted to do away with:

(Matthew 5:17-20 NIV)  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. {18} I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. {19} Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. {20} For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

· What did Jesus say He did not come to do in verse 17?

· What did He say he did come to do in verse 17?

Jesus’ words in verse 17 indicate He was addressing a concern the people had about His doing away with the Law and the Prophets. What was the significance of the Law and the Prophets to the people that would cause them to have this concern? Consider the next passage... 

(John 5:37-47 NIV)  And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, {38} nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. {39} You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, {40} yet you refuse to come to me to have life. {41} "I do not accept praise from men, {42} but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. {43} I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. {44} How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God ? {45} "But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. {46} If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. {47} But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"

 (Note: In Matthew 5:17, Jesus referred to ‘the Law or the Prophets’, and in this passage He refers to ‘the Scriptures’. In the context of this lesson, the terms are synonymous.)

· Why did Jesus say the people searched the Scriptures (verse 39)?

· If the people thought diligently searching the Scriptures, or the Law and the Prophets, was the way to possess eternal life, is it reasonable to say Scripture was very important to them?

· About whom did Jesus say the Scriptures testify (verse 39)?

· If the people searched the Scriptures diligently and the Scriptures testified about Jesus, what should the people have deduced from their study? (If they were searching the Scriptures for eternal life and the Scriptures testified about Jesus Christ, then they should have been able to deduct that Jesus Christ was the key to eternal life.)

· In spite of this, how did Jesus say the people responded (verse 40)?

· Why was Jesus a perceived threat to them? (They were looking to Scripture alone for eternal life without seeing the Scriptures pointed to Him as the only source of eternal life; they refused to accept Him. Many in the religious community found themselves in a standoff between their concept of eternal life and the words of Jesus.)

· How could these people look in the right place (Scripture) for eternal life, yet fail to see the right answer? (Jesus Christ).

· Is it possible that people today, even religious people, search for eternal life but are unwilling to accept Jesus Christ as the only true source of eternal life? 

· Where do people today search for eternal life without finding Jesus? (Church attendance, denominational and/or religious exclusivity, living a good life, etc.) 

(Luke 16:19-31 NIV)  "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. {20} At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores {21} and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. {22} "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. {23} In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. {24} So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' {25} "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. {26} And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' {27} "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, {28} for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' {29} "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' {30} "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' {31} "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"

· How did Abraham say (verse 29) the rich man’s brothers could hear and know about eternal life with God?

· What does the rich man’s response in verse 30 seem to suggest about whether his brothers are heeding the words of Moses (the Law) and the Prophets? (His quick ‘no’ suggests he doesn’t think his brothers will be reached by the recorded word...that the form of the communication is the problem, rather than the content of the communication.)

· As Abraham closes the dialog between himself and the rich man (verse 31) with a commentary on the hardness of some people to truth about eternal life...no matter how much evidence is put in front of them...what foreshadowing do we see? (That many will not believe Jesus is the only way to eternal life even though history is clear He was raised from the dead.)

 BOTTOM LINE:
· People said they feared Jesus would abolish their ‘Law and Prophets’, suggesting they followed the law and the prophets. Jesus made it clear that had they done so, they would have known Him. What do people today “hide behind” to avoid coming to Jesus? 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: What is your favorite way to waste time?
SCRIPTURE:
What do people look to for a sense of eternity today without seeing or finding Jesus Christ?
(Romans 1:19,20,25 NIV)  since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. {20} For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

{25} They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen.

· According to verses 19 and 20, where can people ‘find’ God? (In His creation...the things He has made...mountains, trees, rivers, oceans, etc.)

· Yet, losing sight of  what should be the real object of their worship, what do they worship instead of God the Creator? (The things He created.)

· Many people today find it fashionable to worship “Mother Nature” and the environment. What do these verses say about them?

· Is it possible that people today focus more on the ‘created’....whales, grizzlies, eagles, spotted owls, etc. and lose sight of the one who created them?

(Matthew 22:34-40 NIV)  Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. {35} One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: {36} "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" {37} Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' {38} This is the first and greatest commandment. {39} And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' {40} All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

· According to verses 37-39 what did Jesus say was the greatest application of the Law and the Prophets?

· According to Jesus in verse 40, how important was what He said to the Law and the Prophets? 

· Combine this passage with the statement Jesus made that He came not to abolish, but fulfill the Law and the Prophets; can you think of how Jesus fulfilled, or helped bring to pass these two commandments on which all the law and the prophets were based, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' and 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'? (In other words, how did Jesus make it possible for us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind and love our neighbor as ourselves?)

Matthew 7:12 . So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

· What did Jesus say was the message from the Law and the prophets in this verse?

· If Jesus came not to abolish, but fulfill the law and the prophets and this verses sums them up, then how did Jesus make it possible for us to do to others what we would have them do to us?

(Matthew 23:29-31 NIV)  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. {30} And you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' {31} So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets.

(Matthew 23:34 NIV)  Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town.

(Matthew 23:37 NIV)  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.

· According to these verses, how did these same people who expressed concern that Jesus would abolish the law and the prophets really feel about the prophets? 

(Luke 18:31 NIV)  Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.

· Before He was crucified, what did Jesus tell His disciples about prophecies concerning Himself?

(Luke 24:25-27 NIV)  He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! {26} Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" {27} And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

· After he was crucified, what did He tell them about the prophecies concerning Himself?

(Luke 24:44-48 NIV)  He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." {45} Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. {46} He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, {47} and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. {48} You are witnesses of these things.

· Finally, just before He was ascended into heaven, what did Jesus tell them about the prophecies concerning Himself?

 BOTTOM LINE:
· What do you think the bottom line is?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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