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I. OPENING TIME

QUESTIONS:
· Have you ever known a person who disliked controversy and conflict between people so much that they always seemed to ‘referee’ until a peaceful relationship between the adversaries was restored?
· Is this a valuable character trait or a personal weakness?
· Conversely, do you know someone who is always the center of controversy and disagreement?
· What causes people to stir up controversy?
· Why do others want to see peace restored and controversies resolved?
· (Ask rhetorically:) Are you more of a troublemaker or peacemaker? 
SCRIPTURE:

Matthew   5:
       1. Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,  2  and he began to teach them, saying:

       3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

       4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

       5  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

       6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

       7  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

       8  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

       9  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

       10  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

       11  "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

       12  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,  for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
· What did Jesus say about the peacemakers in verse 9?

· Why do you think God places such a high value on a person being a peacemaker?

2 Corinthians  13

       11. Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

· As Paul closes his letter to the Christians in Greece, what ‘target’ does he give them to aim for? (Perfection.)

· How does Paul define this target of perfection? (Be of one mind, live in peace.)

· Why do you think Paul considered ‘being of one mind and living in peace’ a state of perfection for these Christians?

· What is the opposite of this goal?

1 Corinthians   1

       10. I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.

· In an earlier letter to these Christians in Greece, Paul made a similar appeal; what were the components of this appeal?  

· agree with one another 

· no divisions among you 

· perfectly united in mind and thought

· In the context of Christians relating to other Christians, would you consider these components of unity easy or difficult to achieve?

· What are some of the things that make this difficult to achieve?

Ephesians   4

      2. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

       3  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

· The goal of the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace in verse 3 is preceded by what admonition in verse 2? (Be completely humble and gentle, patient, bearing with one another in love.)

· How does ‘completely humble and gentle’ promote the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace?

· What is the opposite of humble and gentle and how is it counterproductive to peace?

· How does ‘patient’ promote the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace?

· How does an impatient person impede unity and peace among others?

· How does ‘bearing with one another in love’ promote the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace?

· What is the opposite of ‘bearing with one another in love’?

· Why is ‘love’ necessary for bearing with someone?

1 Peter   3

       8. Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.

       9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with  blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.

       10  For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.

       11  He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.
· How many people was Peter addressing in verse 8? (All.)

· What did he tell them to do? (Live in harmony with one another.)

· Is it realistic to think all can live in harmony with one another?

· What does the second half of verse 8 give as ‘means’ to the ‘end’ of living in harmony?

· How is a sympathetic person more capable of living in harmony with everyone than one who is not?

· Why is ‘loving as brothers’ an important part of living in harmony?

· What does verse 9 advise against? (Retaliating.) What alternative to retaliation is given? (Repay with a blessing.)

· What does verse 10 warn against? How do ‘evil tongues’ and ‘deceitful lips’ erode peace?

· What does verse 11 advise? 

· What do the words ‘seek peace and pursue it’ imply? (We need to work...to make an effort...to achieve peace; peace is not an accident, but the result of a concerted effort.) 

BOTTOM LINE:
· Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.
· Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: (Ask each one to consider rhetorically without reporting to the group:) “What 



situation am I confronting currently in which I need to be a peacemaker?”
SCRIPTURE:
Proverbs on peace and or the lack of peace...
Proverbs   3

       30  Do not accuse a man for no reason-- when he has done you no harm.

· Do you think somone accusing another for no reason...when no harm has been done...could erode peace between them?

· How do we often see this take place in our society? (Unnecessary lawsuits.)

Proverbs  10

       12. Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs.
· Does unresolved dissension lead to lack of peace?

· According to this verse, what is the source of dissension?

· What does this verse recommend instead of hatred? (Love that covers over wrongs against us.)      

Proverbs  13

       10. Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.

· What is the source of quarrels that destroy peace? (Pride.)

· Read the verse backwards: someone offering good advice will be well received by a wise person, but probably end up in a quarrel with the egotist. Therefore, to keep the peace, if you are offered advice, be a wise person rather than an egotist; if offering advice, avoid offering it to a proud person.

Proverbs  15

       18. A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel.

· What does the patient person do? What does the hot-headed person do?

· Why is patience required to calm a quarrel?

Proverbs  16

       7. When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, he makes even his enemies live at peace with him.

· What assistance does God offer us in keeping peace with others?

Proverbs  17

       1. Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.

· Sometimes we over-rate certain parts of life while under-rating others; what does this verse remind us we over-rate? ...under-rate?

· How important is peace and quiet to you?

· Do you work harder to achieve peace and quiet in your life than other areas such as recreation and entertainment?

Proverbs  17

       14. Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out. 

· Once a quarrel starts, how easy is it to stop?

· What is the better alternative?

Proverbs  17

       19. He who loves a quarrel loves sin; he who builds a high gate invites destruction.

· Do you ‘like a good fight’? What does this verse say to someone who does? 

Proverbs  18

       6. A fool's lips bring him strife, and his mouth invites a beating.
· Where does this verse indicate strife...the lack of peace and quiet...often begins? (With words spoken recklessly.)

Proverbs  20

       3. It is to a man's honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel.
· Honorable men avoid strife; fools quarrel quickly.

Proverbs  26

       17. Like one who seizes a dog by the ears is a passer-by who meddles in a quarrel not his own.

· Is it wise to jump in the middle of someone else’s fight?

Proverbs  26

       21  As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.

Proverbs  29

       22. An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered one commits many sins.

1 Timothy   6

       3  If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching,

       4  he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions.

· What do these verses tell us about the type of person who creates strife and dissension? (They are not normal, but angry, conceited, quarrelsome, lack understanding and have unhealthy interests in strife and conflict.)

James   3

       13. Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by  his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.

       14  But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.

       15  Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.

       16  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

       17  But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

       18  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.

· What are the contrasting characteristics between the troublemaker and the peacemaker in these verses?

Romans  12

       16  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

       17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.

       18  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

Romans  14

       17  For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,

       18  because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.

       19  Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.

Hebrews  12

       14  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.

       15  See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.
· Romans 12:18 says ‘If it is possible...’, and Romans 14:19 and Hebrews 12:14 both say ‘...make every effort...’ relative to being at peace with everyone. What does that imply? (Peace is achieved through great effort...it is not an accident.)

BOTTOM LINE:
2 Timothy   2

       14. Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen.

2 Timothy   2

       24  And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.

Proverbs  12

       20. There is deceit in the hearts of those who plot evil, but joy for those who promote peace.

Psalms  34

       14  Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.

Isaiah  32

       17  The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.

1 Corinthians  14

       33  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace.

2 Corinthians  13

       11. Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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