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Lesson overview: 

I. Opening Time...God’s mercy towards us. 

II. Table Time...because of God’s mercy towards us, we are to be merciful to others.
I. OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:
· Have you heard of the phrase ‘beg for mercy’?

· What does the phrase mean?

· Can you recall a time when you were ‘shown mercy’?
· Can you remember a time when you showed someone mercy?
· What is an example of when a person would need mercy?
· Do you think it is easier to ‘receive’ mercy or ‘extend’ mercy to someone?
SCRIPTURE:

Matthew   5:
       1. Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,  2  and he began to teach them, saying:

       3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

       4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

       5  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

       6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

       7  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

       8  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

       9  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

       10  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

       11  "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

       12  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,  for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
· Jesus said the merciful would be shown mercy. How would you define mercy?

(Leader: Use as much of the following definition as needed to help the group better understand the meaning of mercy.)

Noah Webster, in the 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language said of mercy:

1. That benevolence, mildness or tenderness of heart which disposes a person to overlook injuries, or to treat an offender better than he deserves; the disposition that tempers justice, and induces an injured person to forgive trespasses and injuries, and to forbear punishment, or inflict less than law or justice will warrant. In this sense, there is perhaps no word in our language precisely synonymous with mercy. That which comes nearest to it is grace. It implies benevolence, tenderness, mildness, pity or compassion, and clemency, but exercised only towards offenders. Mercy is a distinguishing attribute of the Supreme Being.

The Lord is long-suffering and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty. Num. xiv.

2. An act or exercise of mercy or favor.

I am not worthy of the least of all thy mercies. Gen. xxxii.

3. Pity; compassion manifested towards a person in distress.

And he said, he that showed mercy on him. Luke x.

~

6. Grace; favor. 1 Cor. vii.  Jude 2.

7. Eternal life , the fruit of mercy. 2 Tim. I.

8. Pardon.

9. The act of sparing, or the forbearance of a violent act expected.

· In the first definition, mercy is overlooking injuries. What are some of the ways we hurt each other?

· What do we often choose to do instead of overlooking the injury?

· When we are wronged by someone, which is our greater desire: 1)See the offender learn a lesson through punishment, or 2)Recognize the injury as an opportunity to show mercy to the offender.

· Are there times when offenders should receive due punishment instead of mercy?

· Is offering mercy to the guilty the same as declaring them ‘not guilty’? Consider the verse from Numbers 14 in definition 1. The Lord is long-suffering and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty. Num. xiv. According to this verse, does the Lord’s mercy change guilt and/or innocence?

Overlook injuries? 

Treat our offenders better than they deserve? 

Have the disposition to forgive trespasses and injuries? 

Is this really possible?

Humanly? Probably not. How are we supposed to do this, then? Scripturally, there appears to be only one way: Always bear in mind God’s mercy toward each of us. Then, instead of refusing mercy to our offenders because they are undeserving, we are to offer them mercy because God gave us His mercy when we were equally undeserving. ‘Deserve’ is not a criteria for mercy.
Micah   7:

     18  Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.

· List the ways God demonstrates His mercy to His people in this verse. 

1. He pardons sin 

2. He forgives transgressions 

3. He does not stay angry forever 

4. He delights to show mercy.

· As you think of your demonstrations of mercy to those around you, do you...

1. ...pardon sins against you?

2. ...forgive those who transgress against you and your rights?

3. ...quickly resolve your anger towards your offenders?

4. ...delightedly show mercy to those who wrong you?

Ephesians   2:

       4. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,

       5  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.

· What do these verses tell us God’s mercy has done for us?

In the context of these two verses, if not for His love and mercy, where would we be?

Titus   3:

       3  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.

       4  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,

       5  he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.

· According to verse 3, had we done anything to deserve receiving God’s mercy?

· What accompanies God’s mercy in these verses and in the previous verses from Ephesians? (God’s love.)

· Do you think it is significant that God’s mercy is associated with His love?

· In the opening verses from Matthew, Jesus said those who were merciful would be shown mercy; is it possible that in order for us to be merciful we will need to be (like God) motivated and empowered by God’s love to show mercy to others?

Colossians   2:

       13. When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 

Colossians   3:

       13  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

       14  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

· What condition were we in because of our sins in 2:13? (Dead.)

· What did God do in 2:13? (He ‘made us alive’ when He forgave us all our sins.)

· What are we told to do in 3:13? Why...How? (...as the Lord forgave you.)

· We were ‘dead’ because of our sins against God and made ‘alive’ when He forgave us. Do you think that we cause a degree of death between ourselves and others when we refuse to forgive them of grievances we have against them? 

· How is life restored when we do forgive them?

· Why do you think verse 14 is an essential follow-up to forgiving each other? 

BOTTOM LINE: 

· Showing mercy to our offenders is difficult, even undesirable, if we consider it solely from a human perspective. 

· The only true reason and motivation we have to offer mercy is in response to the love and mercy we receive from God. 

· God did not show mercy to us because we deserved His mercy...we cannot extend mercy to our offenders because they deserve mercy from us.

· If we are merciful, it will be because we forgive as the Lord forgave us.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

II. TABLE TIME.


QUESTION: What would be an offense against you to which you would find a merciful response difficult?
Micah   6:

       8  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk  humbly with your God.

· What does this verse tell us God requires of us?

· Notice this verse tells us to love [the principle of] mercy. Why do you think it is important for us to focus more on the principle of mercy than on our offenders to whom we should demonstrate it? (If our focus is on the recipient, we may never feel they deserve our mercy; if we focus on the principle of showing mercy because God demonstrated mercy to us when we didn’t deserve it, we are capable of being merciful to anyone.)

What happens when we focus on individuals rather than on the principle? Consider The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.

Matthew  18:

       21. Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"

       22  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. {[22] Or <seventy times seven>}

       23  "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.

       24  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents {[24] That is, millions of dollars} was brought to him.

       25  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

       26  "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.'

       27  The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.

       28  "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. {[28] That is, a few dollars} He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.

       29  "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'

       30  "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.

       31  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.

       32  "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.

       33  Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'

       34  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

       35  "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."
· What did Peter ask Jesus in verse 21?

· What do you think is the implication of Peter asking ‘how many times’ he should forgive someone who sinned against him? (It seems he wanted some limits...maybe like 3 or 4...after which he would not be expected to forgive.)

· How many times did Jesus say he should forgive him?

· Jesus then told the parable to demonstrate his answer to Peter. What did the man who was forgiven several million dollars of debt quickly forget...and remember instead...in verse 28?

· Why do you think the numbers are so uneven in Jesus’ parable, ie., why was the servant willing to beg for mercy for his debt of millions, yet was unwilling to grant mercy to someone who owed him only a few dollars?

· Is it possible that we have been forgiven many times more than we will ever be asked to forgive in others?

· What did the master say to his servant in verse 33? 

· What did the master do to his servant in verse 34?

· What was the warning in the parable in verse 35?

· Do we have the tendency to ask for clemency from God and others we wrong  yet refuse to grant mercy to those who offend us? 

Ephesians   4:

       31  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.

       32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

· How does the principle in these verses compare to the one Jesus gave in The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant?

· What are we told to do in verse 31?

· What are we told to do in verse 32? (Forgive each other.) Why? (Because God forgave us.)

· Why do you think we need to get rid of bitterness, rage, anger, brawling, slander and every form of malice before we are kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other?

· Perhaps this is overstating the obvious, but have you noticed that many people cannot forgive each other (v.32) because they are consumed with the emotions (listed in v.31) they choose to cherish rather than discard?

Luke   6:36  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.     

Deuteronomy  4:31  For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath.

Nehemiah   9:31  But in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.

· What does Luke 6:36 tell us to do? 

· What does Deuteronomy 4:31 say God will not do because of His mercy? (Abandon, destroy or forget any of His covenant relationships.)

· What does Nehemiah 9:31 tell us God did not do because of His mercy? (Abandon His people or put an end to His relationship with them.)

· What are some of the covenant relationships that people in our society ‘abandon, forget, destroy and put an end to’ today?

· If, because of His mercy God does not abandon people with whom He has a covenant relationship and if we are to be merciful as God is merciful, then how should that affect our relationships with others...our husbands or wives, children, fathers, mothers, friends, business associates, fellow believers, even our adversaries?

Jude   1:

       21  Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.

       22  Be merciful to those who doubt;

       23  snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear-- hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.
· To whom do these verses say we are to demonstrate mercy?

· What do Christians often offer in lieu of mercy to those who doubt and are stained by the corrupted flesh?  

BOTTOM LINE:
· How much has God forgiven you because of His mercy?

· How much do you forgive others because God forgave you?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

...because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! 


James   2:13

 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 







James   3:17

For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 




Hosea   6:6

But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not  sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners


 Matthew   9:13

If you had known what these words mean, 'I desire mercy, not  sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the innocent. 


Matthew  12:7

"This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. 


Zechariah   7:9

He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 




Proverbs  28:13.
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