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I. OPENING TIME


QUESTIONS:
· The force that a body subjected to the action of a force from another body exerts in the opposite direction is described by the principle in physics, “For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.” Perhaps the principle applies to more than the science of matter and energy. Have you noticed that many of the actions we take in life often produce a corresponding reaction in the opposite direction?

· Can you think of examples? 

· What would the opposite reaction produced by a lawsuit? (Countersuit)

· What is often the seller’s reaction when someone makes an offer to buy the property for sale by the seller? (Counteroffer)

· What does “counteract” mean? How can someone counteract acid indigestion? (Take an antacid.)

· What is a counterattack? What are some of the most memorable attacks and counterattacks in military history?

· Should we expect any counteractions when we take steps to do God’s will in our life?

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 3:1-3 NIV)  In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea {2} and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." {3} This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'"

(Matthew 3:11-17 NIV)  "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. {12} His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire." {13} Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. {14} But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" {15} Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. {16} As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. {17} And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

(Matthew 4:1-11 NIV)  Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. {2} After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. {3} The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread." {4} Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"{[4] Deut. 8:3} {5} Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. {6} "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" {[6] Psalm 91:11,12} {7} Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" {[7] Deut. 6:16} {8} Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. {9} "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me." {10} Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'" {[10] Deut. 6:13} {11} Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

· Do you see an example of action & reaction in these verses? (Action: Jesus was baptized to begin His ministry. Reaction: Satan immediately tempts Jesus.)

· Is it possible that if Jesus was tempted by Satan immediately after his “commissioning for ministry” the same thing could happen to us?

· Why do you think Satan waits until we make some spiritual commitment or decision to tempt us?

A few verses later in Matthew 12, when Jesus is accused by the Pharisees of driving out demons by the power of Beelzebub, the prince of demons, Jesus replied, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.” ...which being “slang-literated” means “That’s the dumbest line of reasoning possible; why would a demon attack a fellow demon?”

The same principle applies to Satan’s timing for attack. Before our commitment to God, we are moving in a direction pleasing to Satan; he has no reason to tempt us at that point.

· Have you ever made a commitment to God and had trouble and temptation shortly afterward?

· Do we ever hesitate to tell people this will happen to them if they decide to follow Christ and keep God’s commandments? Why?

How can a person “be on guard” for this counterattack from Satan when they make a commitment to follow God through Jesus Christ? Consider Jesus’ situation:
· What information do we have about Jesus in verse 2? (He had been fasting...going without food...for forty days; as a result he was hungry.) If Jesus is hungry, what would be the most effective attack Satan can have on him? (Food.)

· What does Satan tempt him to do in verse 3? 

· Does there appear to be some logical plan on Satan’s part for the particular temptation? 

· What can we surmise from this about how Satan will tempt us? (He will present us with a temptation that corresponds with one of our vulnerable points rather than one of our strong points.)

If two basketball teams are in a tight game and the tall, defensive star of one of the teams who blocks all his opponents’ shots under the basket is forced to the bench because of foul trouble, what would you expect the other coach to begin to do? (Instruct his players to drive to the basket while there is a weakness on defense.)

Satan is crafty (Genesis 3:1), a point we should never forget. His first word to Jesus is “If”, thereby questioning Jesus’ integrity, true identity in His relationship with God and God’s provision for His needs. Jesus could have responded to Satan’s “If you are the Son of God” with “If God loves me so much, then why is He allowing this to happen?” but He did not. Jesus is God’s son and He does have the power to turn stones into bread. If Hollywood had written the script, we would likely have a display of power here to put Satan in his place. But! Jesus also knew that responding in an “In Your Face, Devil” manner would be succumbing to Satan’s game plan rather than God’s perfect plan of overcoming the temptation. Our first alert to an attack from Satan should be when we begin to think, “If God loves me so much, then why is He...”

· What is Jesus’ response in verse 4?

· What do you think is the significance of Jesus responding to Satan’s temptation by quoting Scripture...why didn’t He simply say, “Oh, be quiet Satan!”?

Read the following verses from Psalms 119: We cannot know for certain whether Jesus recalled these specific verses from Psalm 119 when Satan tempted Him, but we do know that He employed the principles in the verses in His response to Satan.
11. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 
· What did He know Scripture would do for Him according to this verse?

29.  Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law.
· Satan was trying to deceive Jesus. What did Jesus know God could prevent?

98. Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me.
· Jesus knew well who He was up against and that Satan was His enemy. According to this verse, what did He know about the value of accurately using the appropriate Scripture at the right time? (It would give Him more wisdom than His adversary.)

125.  I am your servant; give me discernment that I may understand your statutes.
· According to this verse, how did He know which Scripture was appropriate to use in response to Satan’s temptation? (With the knowledge of the statute, God will also give discernment to know its correct use if we ask Him...notice the psalmist asks for this discernment.) 
· Does everyone who knows Scripture use it correctly? 
2 Timothy 2:15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. ...Knowledge of Scripture does not guarantee correct usage!

28. My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word.

· Jesus was very aware of His fatigue, a condition that is very conducive to temptation. But! How does this verse say a weary person can be strengthened?

· Do you think this includes the strength necessary to withstand temptation? 

· Do you think Jesus was aware of this when He, in spite of being weary, combatted Satan’s counterattack with God’s Word?

36.  Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.

37. Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. 
· Satan was appealing to Jesus to use His power selfishly to satisfy His hunger. What is the alternative in these verses to satisfying selfish needs?

· Satan realizes Jesus is responding to his temptation by using Scripture, so it is not a surprise that he takes a different approach on his second attempt to tempt Jesus. What does Satan do differently on his second attempt in verse 6? (This time he quotes Scripture in his temptation.)

· How is including Scripture (albeit misused) as part of the temptation an effective approach by Satan?

· How is it possible for Satan to use Scripture to accomplish his purpose in temptation? The answer lies in the verse itself; Satan’s quote is accurate...as stated, but inaccurate as he applies it. Jesus catches Satan in his error when he replies with more Scripture in verse 7; “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” Jesus was saying that the way Satan used that verse changed its intended meaning from a description of God’s provisions for those who seek Him, to a dare...or test...to see if God is who He says He is. Read Deuteronomy 6:16 and Exodus 17:7 for background on the verse Jesus quoted.

· Have you ever known someone who used Scripture to justify an obvious sin?

· In his final attempt of the attack, how does Satan tempt Jesus in verses 8 and 9?

· Why would all the kingdoms of the world be a temptation for Jesus?

Jesus knew what lay ahead for Him...an ignominious death on the cross after suffering the most deplorable and detestable form of rejection from mankind. Ironically, it was the same mankind for whom He would die!

What Satan offered Jesus was a short-cut to becoming a king; a less painful and certainly less demeaning form of kingship... all for the “low, low price” of worshipping Satan. But Jesus knew that He was the king of another kingdom...one that was not of this world, (Read John 18:36.), and that there was only one object of His worship: The Lord God. 

Satan attacked Jesus through temptation. Jesus won the battle. His victory over Satan is significant, not only because He remained sinless, but because of how it affects us.
BOTTOM LINE:
· When Jesus began His earthly ministry, He was in effect launching an assault on Satan; Satan’s response was a counterattack of tempting Jesus. We should expect the exact response from Satan any time we pursue God’s will for our life. For many, that is reason enough to fear doing God’s will. But! The account did not end with Jesus being tempted; it ended with  Jesus overcoming Satan’s efforts to cause Him to fall.    

· We will see in the remainder of the lesson that Jesus’ experience with temptation is more than just a model of how we should respond to temptation. Scripture will show that because He suffered temptation, we can also withstand temptation in our life if we choose. 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
II. TABLE TIME (Small Groups)


QUESTION: How many times a day would you guess the average person is tempted?
SCRIPTURE:
In the OPENING TIME, we saw how Jesus dealt with temptation. Does the temptation of Jesus have any effect on us?
Hebrews   2:18  Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

· How does this verse say Jesus’ temptation affects us?

· Have you ever considered the value of Jesus’ help when you are being tempted? Have you ever considered the alternative...temptation without his help?

What form of help do we receive from Him when we are tempted?

1 Corinthians  10:12  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!

13.  No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

· What does verse 12 remind all of us?

· What does the first sentence tell us about the nature of any temptation? (None are new or unique... someone has experienced the same temptation at some time.)

· What does the first half of the second sentence say to us? (Regardless of the temptation, God is still faithful and will be there to offer His help.) What does the last half of the sentence tell us about God’s help when we experience temptation?

· What does the third sentence in verse 13 tell us God will do? (In addition to putting limits on the temptation, God provides us a way out of the temptation.)

*Notice that God does not make the temptation go away; He gives us the way to escape it. The responsibility is ours to take the way of escape.

How effective is the help we receive during our temptations?
1 John 4:4. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
· For many, it goes without saying that God in us is stronger that Satan’s influence over us. What is the significance of this verse to you as you deal with temptation?

Does this mean we will always overcome the temptation?
Luke  22:31.  "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.

32.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."
· Who addresses whom in these verses? (Jesus is talking to Simon Peter.)

· What does He say to Peter?

· What is significant about what Jesus said in verse 31? (Satan can only do what God allows him to do.)

· The interesting part of this story is the outcome; we know Peter did not overcome the temptation to deny Jesus (see Luke 22:61). What do we see in verse 32 that still validates the claim in 1 John 4:4, “the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world”? (In succumbing to temptation, Peter lost a battle with Satan, but not the war; he was wounded in the skirmish, but not destroyed. He did turn back and strengthen his brothers for many battles as Jesus predicted.)

Do you think Peter’s experience with temptation gave him a new perspective on  Satan as an adversary? Consider what he wrote a few years later:

1 Peter   5:8. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

9.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

· How does Peter regard Satan?

· What does Peter say about Satan’s plans for someone if he catches them?

· What defense does Peter recommend?

James   1:13. When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;

14.  but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.

15.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
· Some are uncertain about the source of our trials or temptations; some even ask when their faith is tested, “Why is God doing this to me?” What does verse 13 say about God and temptation?

· How does verse 14 say we become vulnerable to temptation?

An analogy might help: consider a scenario in which we are customers at a fine restaurant that serves a scrumptious buffet. The temptation is to over-eat. What part in this analogy does God play, what part does Satan play, and what part do we play? First, God gave us an appetite so we would desire food, eat regularly and thereby receive the nutrition we need. Satan prepares the food...more than we need. Who, then, causes us to eat too much and is ultimately to blame if we do? No one but us.

James   1:2. Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,

3.  because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.

4.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

5.  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.

6.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

7.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord;

8.  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

12.  Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
· Finally, enduring temptations and trials can have a positive impact on us. What good can result according to verses 3, 4 and 12? 

· What does verse 5 say we should ask for from God to help us through these times?

· How will God respond to our request?

· If we ask, how do verses 6, 7 and 8 tell us to expect God’s answer? Why is this important?

BOTTOM LINE:
· Satan tempts through our own evil desires. If we ask God for the wisdom and power to overcome the temptation, He will generously give them to us and we will be able to endure. As we persevere through these trials and temptations, we become mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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