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QUESTIONS:
· Have you ever embarrassed yourself in the presence of a famous person or someone you admired by saying something stupid or very inappropriate?

· Can you recall a time in your life when you “put your foot in your mouth”?

· Have you heard the following saying? 


“It is better to be thought a fool than to open your mouth and remove all doubt.”

· What do you think the saying means?

· Why is talking such a liability while listening such a potential strength?

SCRIPTURE:

(Ecclesiastes 5:1-3 NIV)  Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. {2} Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. {3} As a dream comes when there are many cares, so the speech of a fool when there are many words.

(Ecclesiastes 6:11 NIV)  The more the words, the less the meaning, and how does that profit anyone?

· The writer addresses an obviously undesirable activity in verse 1. What label does he put on this activity? (“offer the sacrifice of fools”...) 
· What do you think the activity is? (Talking when we should be listening)

· What alternative to the fools’ sacrifice does he suggest? (Listen to God)

· The writer continues, advising “Do not be quick with your mouth...(or) hasty in your heart to utter”. What do you think he means by these phrases? 

· What does the last phrase of verse 2 suggest instead? (Let your words be few.)

· In case there is any doubt about what the writer means by “the sacrifice of fools”, what does he say in verse 3?

· Do you know anyone who is “quick with their mouth” or  “hasty in their heart to utter (speak)”? 

· Have you ever been hasty in your heart to utter? 

· Have you ever offered the sacrifice of fools?

· How is 6:11 an example of diminishing returns? 

There are numerous occasions in which we are tempted to open our mouths and speak when we should be listening. The OPENING TIME will address the times we talk when we should be listening...to God. The TABLE TIME will focus on our uncontrolled speech with others.

Talking, when we should be listening...to God.
(Matthew 7:21-27 NIV)  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. {22} Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' {23} Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' {24} "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. {25} The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. {26} But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. {27} The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."

· What are the people hoping will provide them entrance into the kingdom of heaven in verse 21? 

· How far does Jesus say their words alone will get them?

· Which people did He say will enter? (Those who do the will of His Father in heaven.)

· Jesus said (verse 22) they will continue to try to talk their way in the door by “reminding” Him about all their good works; what will be His response?

· The words alone and the good works alone will not provide entrance into the kingdom; what do verses 24 and 25 tell us will? (Listen to His words and put them into practice.)

· What do verses 26 and 27 tell us the fool is doing instead? (Hearing the words of Christ, but never putting them into practice in their life.)

· What does Jesus say will be the outcome for them? (Devastation and destruction.)

(Luke 18:10-14 NIV)  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. {11} The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. {12} I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' {13} "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' {14} "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."

· The Pharisee appears to be praying...to God...in verse 10, but according to verse 11, to whom, for whom, and about whom is this man praying?

· Would you say the Pharisee’s prayer fits the Sacrifice of Fools category of communication with God?

· How does the tax collector’s prayer contrast the Pharisee’s? 

· How did Jesus say the prayers of the two men were received?

(Ecclesiastes 5:4-7 NIV)  When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. {5} It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it. {6} Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, "My vow was a mistake." Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands? {7} Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God.

· The previous Scriptures in Matthew and Luke make very clear that God is not impressed with our religious talk concerning our eternal security, bragging to him about all our good deeds, or trying to impress Him by comparing ourselves to others. What else do these four verses tell us God is not interested in hearing from us? (Vows that we may or may not keep.)

· What are some of the vows we make to God?

· Traditionally, many people make vows to God on New Year’s Day or during a traditional period observed by some denominations called Lent. 

· What are some of those vows?

· What is the outcome of those vows...are all of them kept?

· How do you suppose God feels about vows made...then broken?

· How do vows made...then broken...repeatedly...affect the person making them?

· What does verse 5 (above) say about this? 

(Matthew 5:33-37 NIV)  "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' {34} But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; {35} or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. {36} And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. {37} Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.

· What does Jesus say in verse 34?

· What do His words imply about our “ability” to keep promises, or vows?

· What does Jesus say in verse 37 is a better alternative to making these shallow vows? 

· How would you summarize Jesus’ words to us about making vows?

(Proverbs 17:27-28 NIV)  A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered. {28} Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.

· What does verse 27 say the man of knowledge does? What is the opposite of using words with restraint? Which is easier?

· Why do you think using words with restraint and being even-tempered are combined in the same verse? (A short temper is generally accompanied by using words without restraint.)

· Can you see some humor in verse 28? Consider the opposite of verse 28; what chance does the fool have to appear wise if he does speak? (None.)

· Suppose verse 28 was written for more people than just the fools; how could we apply the principle? 

(Proverbs 10:19 NIV)  When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.

· What happens when we talk too much? What are we advised to do?

(Proverbs 29:20. Do you see a man who speaks in haste? There is more hope for a fool than for him.)

 (Proverbs 11:12 NIV)  A man who lacks judgment derides his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his tongue.

· Who is a victim when we talk to much? (Our friends; too much talking leads to gossip and slander.)

· How recently did someone gossip about you? 

· How recently did you talk too much about someone? 

· How recently did you listen to someone gossip about a third person?

(Proverbs 20:19. A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much.)

(Proverbs 18:13 NIV)  He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame.

· Suppose you were the defendant falsely accused of a crime in a trial. How would you feel if the jury foreman said, “Your Honor, we don’t have time to sit and listen to all the evidence and witnesses in this case; we all think he’s probably guilty anyway!”?

· Have you ever made a decision like this before listening to all the facts?

(Proverbs 18:2 NIV)  A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his own opinions.

· Do you know anyone who considers himself an expert on virtually any topic and will give their opinion without even being asked?

· How much do you like being around this person?

(Proverbs 12:23. A prudent man keeps his knowledge to himself, but the heart of fools blurts out folly.)

(Proverbs 15:2. The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.)

(Proverbs 13:3 NIV)  He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.

(Proverbs 21:23 NIV)  He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps himself from calamity.

· What word is used in both verses to describe how we should manage our words? (Guard.)

· Why do convicted criminals need to be guarded? (Dangerous.)

· What is the parallel between what we say and a criminal?

How do each of the following verses demonstrate the need for guarding what we say?
(James 3:6 NIV)  The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

(1 Peter 3:10 NIV)  For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.

 (Psalms 34:12-13 NIV)  Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, {13} keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.

(James 1:26 NIV)  If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.

(Proverbs 18:6 NIV)  A fool's lips bring him strife, and his mouth invites a beating.

(Colossians 4:6 NIV)  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

· A good cook seasons food with the right amount of salt to enhance the flavor; what seasoning are we advised to sprinkle throughout our conversation?

· Can you think of any examples of how we can be gracious to others when we speak?

BOTTOM LINE:
· Many of us have a problem controlling our speech...especially before God. God simply wants us to listen to Him more and curtail our words that try to impress Him; He knows us too well to be fooled by our words...even “good deeds” in an effort to impress Him.

· Do you spend more time talking...or listening...to God?

We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.
James 3:2.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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