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QUESTIONS:

· How would you define instinct (or instinctive)? (Webster’s defines: ...a natural aptitude or capacity; a response...that is largely inborn and unalterable; behavior based on reactions below the conscious level.)

· What is an example(s) of an instinctive reaction or instinctive behavior?

· What is the source, basis or cause of instinctive behavior and/or innate tendencies? 

· Are instinctive behavior and innate tendencies real, or are these terms simply labels we put on behavior that we can’t explain any other way?

(When our family dog died, a friend offered us a pick of one of his German Shepherd’s litter sired by a Black Labrador. The first winter, he quickly developed a favorite pastime of walking through the deep winter snow, discovering that the snow is a haven for small mice several inches under the surface. I watched in amazement as he ‘learned’ how to hunt them; smelling the mouse under the surface, he would jump straight up, high in the air and return like a diver with his front paws together, pointing down deep into the snow, bringing up his captive from under the surface. I attributed his skills and abilities to the learned behavior of a highly intelligent dog.
That same winter, I received my subscription of Montana Outdoors. On pages four and five were two pictures of a “Mousing Fox” jumping straight up, high in the air and returning like a diver with his front paws together, pointing down deep into the snow...! 

Although our dog had not been around any other dogs…or foxes, he replicated exactly the wild fox’s technique for hunting mice. His skills were not learned((they were innate.)
· Do people have an innate sense of God or do they learn their opinions and beliefs from others?

SCRIPTURE:
(Ecclesiastes 3:11, 14-17 NIV)  He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. {14}  I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him. {15} Whatever is has already been, and what will be has been before; and God will call the past to account. {16} And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment--wickedness was there, in the place of justice--wickedness was there. {17} I thought in my heart, "God will bring to judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there will be a time for every activity, a time for every deed."

· What do you think the phrase ‘...He set eternity in the hearts of men...’ means?

· If God created men with an intuitive sense of eternity, why do you suppose men ‘...cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end...’? 

READ ROMANS 1:19-22. 19. since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities...his eternal power and divine nature...have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools

· According to verses 19 and 20, should men be able to “fathom the things God has done”? Why?

· According to the last words in verse of verse 20, do men have any valid excuse for not knowing God, His eternal power and His divine nature?

· What does verse 21 say they did in spite of their innate knowledge of God?

· Through this process, how did they view themselves? (They claimed to be wise.)

· Have you met anyone who considered themselves to be very wise and yet they refused to believe anything about God?

READ II CORINTHIANS 4:3,4.

3.  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.

4.  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

In this writing of Paul on man’s inability to fathom what God has done...

· Which people does Paul say have this inability? (Those who are perishing, v.3...unbelievers, v.4.)

· How does Paul describe their inability? (He said their minds are blinded.)

· Who did Paul say blinded their minds? (The god...[little ‘g’] of this age...Satan.)

· Looking at Ecclesiastes 3:11 in light of Paul’s writing, why is it that even though God “...set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”?

We see in Ecclesiastes, Romans and 2 Corinthians that God has given men more than enough intuitive, innate, instinctive (whatever you choose to call it), as well as tangible information through His creation and His gospel of Jesus Christ to look for and find Him. We also see in each passage that some accept the information and find God while others’ minds are blinded and hearts are hardened to this information.

In the remainder of the OPENING TIME, we will investigate the results of the decision to accept or reject God’s information. During the TABLE TIME we will look at more of the short and long-term results of the two responses.

Read Romans 1:18, 24-32. 18. The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 24.  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator...who is forever praised. Amen. 26.  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27.  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 28.  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29.  They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30.  slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31.  they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32.  Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

· We saw earlier in verses 19-22 that these people rejected the information God gave them to find Him. What does the end of verse 18 give as their reason for doing this? (They suppressed the truth about God by their wickedness.)

· Many people in today’s ‘enlightened society’ would consider verses 24-28 narrow-minded, sexually inhibitive and  homophobic. What do verses 27 and 28 say about the people and their lifestyle? (Indecent, perverted and depraved.)

· How many people today in our society would even consider that sexual perversion is a by-product of abandoning God?

· Referring back to verse 22, how do these people who suppress the truth by their wickedness think of themselves? (They consider themselves wise.)

· How does God think of them? (Fools.)

· How do verses 29-31 continue to describe them?

· According to verse 32, what do they know about their own behavior as well as others like them? ...How does this knowledge affect their behavior?

God gave man all the information and/or data needed to find Him and have a relationship with Him, “...so that men are without excuse...” Romans 1:20b. Those who complain that they do not understand God have become blinded or hardened to God’s revelations of Himself to them.

QUESTION: What decision did you make in the past that had a long-term impact on your life? What are the long range effects of man’s decision to listen to or reject God setting eternity in his heart?
Ecclesiastes 3:14-17.
14.  I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it.God does it so that men will revere him. 15.  Whatever is has already been, and what will be has been before; and God will call the past to account.

16.  And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment...wickedness was there, in the place of justice...wickedness was there.

17.  I thought in my heart, "God will bring to judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there will 
be a time for every activity, a time for every deed."

· What does verse 14 say about the things God does? (They endure forever and no one can alter them.)

· What does verse 15 say God will do? (Call the past to account.)

· What will God do according to verse 17? (God will judge everyone, both the righteous and the wicked.)

· When we combine all the data from these verses (above), what is the sum? (God will judge everyone for all deeds of all time and there is nothing any of us can do to add or take away from His plan.)

Two key questions arise:


1) What makes a person righteous or wicked, and 


2) What is the difference in their judgment?

The prophet Isaiah recorded the answers to both questions. Consider Isaiah’s words on God’s judgment of the righteous(those who responded to the eternity God set in their hearts(as well as who could not fathom the things God did from beginning to end(the wicked…
Isaiah  29: 13.  The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men. 14. Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder upon wonder; the wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish." 15.  Woe to those who go to great depths to hide their plans from the LORD, who do their work in darkness and think, "Who sees us? Who will know?" 16.  You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not make me"? Can the pot say of the potter, "He knows nothing"?

· What does God say about these people in v.13? (Their religion has a “false front”...their religion is man-oriented rather than God-oriented.)

· According to verse 14, how does God think these people think of themselves? (Wise and intelligent.) Does this description sound like the people in Romans 1:22?

· What does He plan to do to their wisdom and intelligence?

· What appears to stand between them and God according to verse 14? (Their intellect... sounds like the Ecclesiates verse, “yet they cannot fathom”.)

· The people in verse 15 are going to great lengths to try to hide their plans from the Lord; does this sound like someone whose heart is open, or hardened, to the Lord?

· How does verse 16 sound like the people described in Ecclesiastes as “cannot fathom the things God has done”? (A person who “cannot fathom what God has done” would likely make the statement in v.16... “He did not make me”.)

18.  In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 19.  Once more the humble will rejoice in the LORD; the needy will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.  20.  The ruthless will vanish, the mockers will disappear, and all who have an eye for evil will be cut down--21.  those who with a word make a man out to be guilty, who ensnare the defender in court and with false testimony deprive the innocent of justice. 24.  Those who are wayward in spirit will gain understanding; those who complain will accept instruction."
· What do verses 18, 19 and 24 say about those who wanted to hear and see the Lord?

· What will happen to those whose minds were blinded and hearts were hardened?

Isaiah  30 8. Go now, write it on a tablet for them, inscribe it on a scroll, that for the days to come it may be an everlasting witness. 9.  These are rebellious people, deceitful children, children unwilling to listen to the LORD's instruction. 10.  They say to the seers, "See no more visions!" and to the prophets, "Give us no more visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things, prophesy illusions. 11.  Leave this way, get off this path, and stop confronting us with the Holy One of Israel!" 12.  Therefore, this is what the Holy One of Israel says: "Because you have rejected this message, relied 
on oppression and depended on deceit, 13.  this sin will become for you like a high wall, cracked and bulging, that collapses suddenly, in an instant. 14.  It will break in pieces like pottery, shattered so mercilessly that among its pieces not a fragment will be found for taking coals from a hearth or scooping water out of a cistern." 15.  This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: "In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.
· How are the people described in verse 9? 

· What do they say to the people trying to give them God’s messages in vs. 10 and 11?

· What will happen to them in verses 12-14?

· What is God’s message to them in verse 15 and how do they respond?

· God has offered us repentance and rest (that) is our salvation and quietness and trust (that) is our strength. Did we accept His offer or turn our backs and have none of it?

Isaiah  31.

2.  Yet he too is wise and can bring disaster; he does not take back his words. He will rise up against the house of the wicked, against those who help evildoers.

· The people in Romans 1 and Isaiah 29 considered themselves wise. Who does this verse say will win the Battle of the Wits in the end?

(When Jesus Christ comes again and reigns as the one King forever...)
(Isaiah 32:3-8 NIV)  Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be closed, and the ears of those who hear will listen. {4} The mind of the rash will know and understand, and the stammering tongue will be fluent and clear. {5} No longer will the fool be called noble nor the scoundrel be highly respected. {6} For the fool speaks folly, his mind is busy with evil: He practices ungodliness and spreads error concerning the LORD; the hungry he leaves empty and from the thirsty he withholds water. {7} The scoundrel's methods are wicked, he makes up evil schemes to destroy the poor with lies, even when the plea of the needy is just. {8} But the noble man makes noble plans, and by noble deeds he stands.

· What will change according to these verses?

BOTTOM LINE:
· We have seen the cause and effects of people not listening to God; how should men listen to His message? Paul told the early Christians in Greece:

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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