Ecclesiastes

Lesson 5
QUESTIONS:
· Have you heard the phrase “timing is everything”? What does the phrase mean?

· What does the phrase “bad timing” mean? 

· Can you think of an example of bad timing?

· What is an example of “perfect timing”?

· Some people are very adept at knowing the right thing to do at the right time. Others seem to always say or do the wrong thing at the worst possible moment. What do you think is the difference? 

SCRIPTURE:
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 NIV)  There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: {2} a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, {3} a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,

· What does verse 1 tell us? (There is a time for everything...the New American Standard Version says, “There is an appointed time for everything.”) What do you think this means?

· The Teacher continues this thought by giving examples of the timing of different events in our lives. We have control over the timing of all of these events...except the first two.

VERSE 2a. “...a time to be born and a time to die...”
The question, “Who has the right to determine of the timing of birth and death?” has become a very controversial social and political issue today. Even in the religious community, people rarely agree on abortion, euthanasia, using unborn fetuses for testing and other related topics. Ministers often refuse to address the subjects. 

Who should decide the time of birth and death? 

Regarding the unborn fetus, the current legal position is that the mother maintains the right to choose. Regarding determining the time of death, a doctor has become famous because of his involvement in assisting his patients in their own mercy killings.
Who is right?

(Job 14:1 NASB)  "Man, who is born of woman, Is short-lived and full of turmoil.

(Job 14:3 NIV)  Do you fix your eye on such a one? Will you bring him before you for judgment?

(Job 14:5 NIV)  Man's days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.

· According to verse 5, who should determine the length of man’s life? (God)

· If God truly does want to determine the length of man’s life, how do you suppose He feels when man usurps His authority in the timing of birth and death?

· The Teacher only mentions the timing of two of life’s events in the first half of Ecclesiastes 3:2; in these verses in Job and other Scriptures dealing with birth and death, a third event is often included. What else does Job 14:3 indicate that God will also determine? (Judgment)

· Man may sometimes usurp God’s right to determine the length of life, but if there really is a judgment, will there be any way for any of us to prevent or alter the timing of God’s judgment?

(Ecclesiastes 3:17 NIV)  I thought in my heart, "God will bring to judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there will be a time for every activity, a time for every deed."

· What does this verse say about God’s judgment? (God has set the time for the judgment of all...both for the righteous and the wicked.)

(Ecclesiastes 11:9 NIV)  Be happy, young man, while you are young, and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment.

· What does this verse tell us we can be certain of? (God’s judgment)

(2 Corinthians 5:10 NIV)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

· How many of us does this verse say will appear before the judgment seat of Christ? (All)

(Hebrews 9:27 NIV)  Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

· What two appointments are scheduled for all of us? (Death and judgment) 

The timing of the rest of the events...

“...and the wise heart will know the proper time and procedure. For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter...”
Ecclesiastes 8:5b-6a
VERSE 2b. “...a time to plant and a time to uproot...”

This maxim certainly applies to the common sense approach to gardening, but we will apply it in the context of other Scriptures that use planting and uprooting as a metaphor for other aspects of life.

(Hosea 10:12-13 NIV)  Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness on you. {13} But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten the fruit of deception. Because you have depended on your own strength and on your many warriors,

· Two kinds of “crops” are depicted in these two verses; one is desirable, the other should be uprooted.

· What is the recommended planting in verse 12? (Righteousness) 

· What does verse 12 say about the timing of planting this righteousness? (It is time...now)

· What is the fruit of righteousness? (Unfailing love)

· What is the crop to be uprooted in our lives in verse 13? (Wickedness)

· What is the harvest in verse 13 if wickedness is not uprooted from our life? (Evil...the fruit of deception)

(2 Corinthians 9:6-11 NIV)  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. {7} Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. {8} And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. {9} As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." {10} Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. {11} You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

· When we plant this righteousness in our hearts as Hosea suggested, what does verse 10 say God will do and what will result? (He will supply and increase our store of seed and enlarge our harvest of righteousness.)



WHAT HAPPENS IF WE ARE NOT ONE OF GOD’S PLANTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS?
(Matthew 15:13 NIV)  He replied, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots.

· What does this verse say will happen to the plants that God has not planted? (Uprooted)


WHO ARE THE ONES GOD HAS PLANTED, WHO ARE THE ONES GOD HAS NOT 
PLANTED AND WHEN WILL THESE PLANTS BE UPROOTED?
(Matthew 13:37-43 NIV)  He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. {38} The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, {39} and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. {40} "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. {41} The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. {42} They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. {43} Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

· Who sowed the good plants in verse 37? (The Son of Man...Jesus Christ.)

· What distinction is made in verse 38 between the good and bad plants? (The good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are sons of the evil one.)

· Who does verse 39 say planted the bad? (The enemy...the devil.)

· When does verse 39 say the harvest takes place? (The end of the age.)

· In verses 40-43, what happens to the two different plants?

VERSE 3. “...a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build...”
When is it appropriate to tear down, even kill? 

(Romans 8:13-14 NIV)  For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, {14} because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

(Galatians 5:19-24 NIV)  The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; {20} idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions {21} and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. {22} But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. {24} Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

· What are we called to “put to death by the Spirit”? (The misdeeds of the body...Galatians 5:19-21.)

· If we do, what will happen? (We will live.)

What is the connection between tearing down/killing and building/healing? Strangely, building and healing is offered to the ones who are not successful in the tearing down and killing in the two Scriptures above...Romans 8 and Galatians 5.
(Galatians 6:1-2 NIV)  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. {2} Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

· According to this verse, who is in need of healing, restoration, and building up? (The person who “is caught in a sin”, the one who is not successful at putting to death the misdeeds of the body.)

· Who should be the ones restoring this person? (Those who are spiritual.)

· Is this always the treatment that those who are “spiritual” afford the person who “is caught in a sin”?

Is it possible that the Christian community has these commands reversed? Are we sometimes guilty of tearing down and/or killing in effigy someone who is caught in a sin?
· God determines our time in this life, our time to be born and our time to die. 

· We determine the timing of many of the other events in our lifetime; the quality of the life we live is a barometer of the kinds of choices we make on the timing of these events.

QUESTION: (Fill in the blank) “If I could go back in the past and change the timing of one particular event, it would be _____________.”

SCRIPTURE:

(Ecclesiastes 3:4-8 NIV)  a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, {5} a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, {6} a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, {7} a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, {8} a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

VERSE 4. “...a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance...”
The Prodigal Son… (Luke 15:11-24 NIV)  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. {12} The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. {13} "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. {14} After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. {15} So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. {16} He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. {17} "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! {18} I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. {19} I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' {20} So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. {21} "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' {22} "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. {23} Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. {24} For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.

· When do you think there was weeping and mourning in this parable? (The father was probably weeping and mourning when his son left; the son when he realized his sin against heaven and his father.)

· When do you think there was laughter and dancing? (Actually twice; the first was false laughter, when the son was “living it up in wild living; the second was true laughter and dancing when he returned to his father.)

· How is this story representative of weeping and mourning, laughter and dancing in our relationship with God?

VERSE 5a. “...a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them...”
Stones are neither good or bad...it’s how we use them. Whether they should be gathered or scattered can be determined by our intended purpose.

When to gather... READ JOSHUA 4:20-24. (If needed, research background in Josh. 3:5-4:19.) 

(Joshua 4:20-24 NIV)  And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. {21} He said to the Israelites, "In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, 'What do these stones mean?' {22} tell them, 'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.' {23} For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The LORD your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. {24} He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your God."

(Joshua 3:5-17 NIV)  Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you." {6} Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people." So they took it up and went ahead of them. {7} And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. {8} Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.'" {9} Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. {10} This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. {11} See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. {12} Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. {13} And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD--the Lord of all the earth--set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap." {14} So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. {15} Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, {16} the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea ) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. {17} The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.

(Joshua 4:1-19 NIV)  When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, {2} "Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, {3} and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight." {4} So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, {5} and said to them, "Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, {6} to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, 'What do these stones mean?' {7} tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever." {8} So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down. {9} Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to this day. {10} Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until everything the LORD had commanded Joshua was done by the people, just as Moses had directed Joshua. The people hurried over, {11} and as soon as all of them had crossed, the ark of the LORD and the priests came to the other side while the people watched. {12} The men of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over, armed, in front of the Israelites, as Moses had directed them. {13} About forty thousand armed for battle crossed over before the LORD to the plains of Jericho for war. {14} That day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they revered him all the days of his life, just as they had revered Moses. {15} Then the LORD said to Joshua, {16} "Command the priests carrying the ark of the Testimony to come up out of the Jordan." {17} So Joshua commanded the priests, "Come up out of the Jordan." {18} And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before. {19} On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho.

· How were these stones to be used...what was to their purpose? (Remind all future generations of God’s provisions for the Israelites.)

When to scatter...

(John 8:1-11 NIV)  But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. {2} At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. {3} The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group {4} and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. {5} In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" {6} They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. {7} When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." {8} Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. {9} At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. {10} Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" {11} "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."

· How were the teachers of the law and the Pharisees planning to use their stones?

· How could the same objects used to remind people to praise God for His provisions now be used to kill someone? (It is because the objects themselves are not evil...we determine whether they are tools for good or evil by how we use them.)

VERSE 5b. “...a time to embrace and a time to refrain (from embracing)...”
When to embrace...
(Proverbs 5:18-19 NIV)  May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. {19} A loving doe, a graceful deer-- may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love.

· When is the right time (and with whom)?

When to refrain from embracing...

(Proverbs 5:20-21 NIV)  Why be captivated, my son, by an adulteress? Why embrace the bosom of another man's wife? {21} For a man's ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths.

· When is the wrong time (and with whom)? Guess who’s watching? (...and it ain’t Santa Claus trying to find out who’s naughty and nice!)

VERSE 6a. “...a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away...”
(Matthew 19:16-29 NIV)  Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" {17} "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." {18} "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, {19} honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'" {20} "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" {21} Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." {22} When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. {23} Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. {24} Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." {25} When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" {26} Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." {27} Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" {28} Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. {29} And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.

· What was the man searching for in verse 16? (Eternal life)

· What did Jesus say he would need to give up to find eternal life? ($$$)

· What did Jesus tell the disciples a person would find if they searched in this way? (A hundred times as much as they gave up...plus...eternal life.)

VERSES 7 & 8. “...a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,



 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.”
(Proverbs 10:18-21 NIV)  He who conceals his hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is a fool. {19} When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise. {20} The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of the wicked is of little value. {21} The lips of the righteous nourish many, but fools die for lack of judgment.

(Proverbs 10:31-32 NIV)  The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out. {32} The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse.

(Proverbs 11:9 NIV)  With his mouth the godless destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the righteous escape.

(Proverbs 11:12-13 NIV)  A man who lacks judgment derides his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his tongue. {13} A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret.

Times to tear, mend, love, hate, go to war or come to peaceful resolution all revolve around the spoken word. 

· Two types of people are outlined in all of these verses on the basis of their speech. 

As you read through the verses, try to determine whether the person’s speech will produce tearing, hatred and war or mending, loving and peace?

CLOSE...with a prayer asking God to give each of us the wisdom we need to know the right thing to say and do as well as the right time to say and do them.
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