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QUESTIONS:

· How would people respond to the following fill-in-the-blank? “The perfect world for me would be to _______________  for the rest of my life.”
· Would anyone have work as their answer?

· Why do some people love their work while others tolerate, endure, or even despise their work?

· If we could do an audit trail on work, why do you think it was originated? ...by whom? ...for what purpose? 

· Was work intended to be good for us...or bad, like a punishment of some kind? 

· Is work simply a necessary evil that we learn to put up with through life?

· Does God have anything to do with our work? ...Should He?

· Did God’s original plan for man have anything to do with work...or was it golfing, fishing, tennis, etc., and somewhere along the line man got off track?

One of the issues addressed in Part 1 of this series was the futility of trying to derive meaning and purpose in life from our career, balanced by some of the Scriptural directives concerning work. In Part 3, we saw the frustration that comes from working all our life to buy things that we would ultimately hand over to someone else. But we never did answer certain questions about our work, such as, 

“Why do we have to work...who came up with the idea in the first place?”

“Is work good or bad?” 

“Should we enjoy our work...or simply endure it?” 

“Is work a curse from God...or a blessing?”  

SCRIPTURE:
“A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? To the man who pleases him, god gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.”







ECCLESIASTES 2:24-26.
(Genesis 2:2-3 NIV)  By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. {3} And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

· Early in the Bible we see our first example of work. Scanning quickly the 32 verses prior to these two verses, who has been working and what has been his work?

· What is God doing in these verses relative to his work? (He is resting from it.)

· Why do you suppose God chose to rest from his work?

(Genesis 2:5-9 NIV)  and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground, {6} but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground-- {7} the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. {8} Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. {9} And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
· Verse 5 gives us great insight into the reasons there were no shrubs or plants yet on the earth; what two reasons are given? 1...God had not yet sent rain. 2...There was no man to work the ground.

· What does God do in verse 7? (Creates man.)

· What does God do in verses 8, 9? (Creates a garden...trees and food.)

· In verse 5, the creation account says there was no vegetation because there was no man to work the ground. God’s next two activities were creating man, then a garden with trees pleasing to the eye and good for food. Can you guess what God had in mind for man to do? 

(Genesis 2:15 NIV)  The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

· What does verse 15 say? (God put man in the garden to work it and take care of it.)

Many people today say that work is a curse from God as a penalty for man’s sin and disobedience; has there been any sin so far in this account? No!

God’s perfect plan for man included work.
Why, then does work cause us grief, heartache, and difficulties at times?

(Genesis 3:17-19 NIV)  To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. {18} It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. {19} By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return."

· Adam and Eve have committed the first recorded sin against God in the history of mankind and God is sentencing them for their transgression. What does God tell Adam will be the result of his sin? (God still wants Adam to work...the difference is that now it will sometimes be difficult.)

(Genesis 4:11-12 NIV)  Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. {12} When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth."

· Cain, the first recorded offspring in the history of man, killed his brother, Abel. (...Didn’t take long for violent crime to enter society, did it?) What did God tell Cain his punishment would be? (“When you work...it will no longer yield...”) 

· What deduction could we make from this isolated passage of Scripture about the relationship between sin and work?

The first point made in the first written account of the history of mankind was that God’s first recorded purpose for man was to work...He created man and then created work for him to do. Most people who believe The Bible is the Holy and inspired Word of God agree that before sin entered the world, everything was perfect as God created it; therefore, one must assume that work was God’s idea of the perfect activity for man.

The second significant point made about mankind in Scripture is that man immediately strayed from God’s perfect game plan for him. When man sinned against God, he violated not only his relationship with God, but he made life difficult for himself in his work. What was once the perfect activity in God’s perfect plan for man became a burden. Work was still in God’s plan for man; man’s sin simply made it a burden.

SO...Did the sin of man remove God’s blessing from our work entirely? 

Are we doomed to scratching out an existence in our work all by ourselves? 

Is God still involved in our work in any way? 

NO!, NO! and YES! 

We will look at one way God involves Himself in our work before we break into small group discussion. During the Table Time, we will investigate further His role in our work as well as our obligation to following His perfect plan regarding our work. (If the group doesn’t divide into smaller groups, simply continue.)
 (Exodus 31:1-6 NIV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, {2} "See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, {3} and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts-- {4} to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, {5} to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship. {6} Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I have given skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have commanded you:

· What did God tell Moses He had done concerning Bezalel? (He filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts...)

Many times we have the impression that God only fills people with His Spirit to do spiritual tasks...such as filling ministers to preach, or filling evangelists to lead people to Christ. What is significant about God filling Bezalel with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts...to make artistic designs for metallurgy, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship?

· But! Was this an isolated event in the life of one man named Bezalel? 

· What else did God tell Moses He had done in verse 6? (He had appointed Oholiab to help Bezalel and had given all the craftsmen the skills necessary to do the work He had commanded Moses to do.)

· What do the verses suggest to us concerning our work? That God can, and will, fill us with His Spirit to give us the skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts...to do any kind of work He wants us to do. God gave Bezalel, Oholiab, and all the craftsmen the skills and abilities to work with wood and stone; His Spirit can give us the skills and abilities we need to do our work as well...computer technology, marketing, teaching, managerial...regardless of the field. His power is not limited solely to what we traditionally think of as the work of the ministry.

· God created man to work in His perfect plan. 

· Even though man sinned, altering God’s perfect plan concerning our work, it did not eliminate work from the plan. 

· God is still involved in our lives, and in our work. Through His Spirit, He gives us the skills, abilities and knowledge we need to do our work.

· God’s perfect plan for us can still take place in our work...if we work His plan, not ours.


“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for men.”
Colossians 3:23.

IS IT REASONABLE TO ASK, OR EXPECT GOD TO BLESS OUR WORK?
SCRIPTURE:

(Deuteronomy 15:7-10 NIV)  If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. {8} Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs.  {10} Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

· What is the mandate in verses 7 and 8? (Be generous to the poor.)
· What does verse 10 say will result? (God will bless you in all your work.)
(Deuteronomy 24:19-21 NIV)  When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. {20} When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. {21} When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.

· The farmer was advised to leave some of his crop yield behind for the less fortunate. How would you translate this to our work today?
· What was the promise in verse 19 to the farmer if he did this? (So that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.)
· What would the corresponding promise be for us today?
(Deuteronomy 16:15 NIV)  For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete.

· What were the Israelites told to do in the first of the verse? 
· What did the last part of the verse say would happen if they did? (For the Lord your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. That’s what we might refer to us a BOLD PROMISE!)
What would be our equivalent today of celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles? 
(Exodus 20:8-11 NIV)  "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. {9} Six days you shall labor and do all your work, {10} but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. {11} For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

· God wants us to honor Him by acknowledging Him on the Sabbath, demonstrating our faith in Him that if we work hard six days and rest on the seventh, worshipping Him, He will bless our work.

What happens if we ignore the fourth Commandment and choose to become powerful on our own?
(Isaiah 1:31 NIV)  The mighty man will become tinder and his work a spark; both will burn together, with no one to quench the fire."

· The mighty man will become tinder and his work a spark: both will burn together, with no one to quench the fire.” What does this verse tell us? Have you heard the phrase, “Burn-out”? Do you know anyone who was like a piece of gasoline-soaked kindling and their work a potential match about to strike? God isn’t impressed with a work-aholic; He blesses those who work hard six days and honor Him on the seventh.

(Deuteronomy 28:1-14 NIV)  If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. {2} All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: {3} You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. {4} The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock--the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. {5} Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. {6} You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. {7} The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. {8} The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. {9} The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. {10} Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you. {11} The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you. {12} The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. {13} The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. {14} Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them.

· What condition are we to keep in verse 1? (Fully obey God and His commands.)

· Verse 2-14 tell the result of our keeping the condition in verse 1. What is the sum of the result in verse 12? (The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of His bounty,...and bless all the work of your hands.)

· Read verses 15-67 to see what is promised if the people do not obey the commands of God.

(Deuteronomy 30:9-10 NIV)  Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your fathers, {10} if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

·  (As if it needed to be said again); In case we missed the point earlier, what do these verses tell us? (Then the Lord your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands...[He] will again delight in you and make you prosperous...if you obey the Lord your God and keep His commands and decrees that are written in this book...and turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.)
...SOME “PROVERBIAL” NUGGETS ABOUT WORK...

“From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.” 

Proverbs 12:14

“All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk only leads to poverty.”

Proverbs 14:23

“One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.”

Proverbs 18:9
“The sluggard’s craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work.”

Proverbs 21:25

“Do you see a man skilled in his work? he will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men.”

Proverbs 22:29

...OUR EXAMPLE FOR WORK FROM PAUL...

“I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

Acts 20:33-35

BOTTOM LINE:

“May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;

establish the work of our hands for us...

yes, establish the work of our hands.”

Psalm 90:17.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

Additional passages on work…

(Deuteronomy 15:10-11 NIV)  Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. {11} There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.

(Deuteronomy 24:19-21 NIV)  When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. {20} When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. {21} When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.

(Ephesians 6:5-8 NIV)  Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. {6} Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. {7} Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, {8} because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.

(Psalms 90:17 NIV)  May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands for us-- yes, establish the work of our hands.

(Proverbs 12:14 NIV)  From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.

(Proverbs 14:23 NIV)  All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.

(Proverbs 18:9 NIV)  One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.

(Proverbs 21:25-26 NIV)  The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. {26} All day long he craves for more, but the righteous give without sparing.

(Proverbs 22:29 NIV)  Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men.

(Proverbs 31:10-31 NIV)  A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. {11} Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. {12} She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. {13} She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. {14} She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. {15} She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls. {16} She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. {17} She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. {18} She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. {19} In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers. {20} She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy. {21} When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet. {22} She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple. {23} Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land. {24} She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes. {25} She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. {26} She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. {27} She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. {28} Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: {29} "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all." {30} Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. {31} Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.

(Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 NIV)  I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. {11} Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.

(Ecclesiastes 2:17-25 NIV)  So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. {18} I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes after me. {19} And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. {20} So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. {21} For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. {22} What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labors under the sun? {23} All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is meaningless. {24} A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, {25} for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment?

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 NIV)  Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: {10} If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!

(Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 NIV)  Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given him--for this is his lot. {19} Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work--this is a gift of God.

(Ecclesiastes 8:15 NIV)  So I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany him in his work all the days of the life God has given him under the sun.

(Colossians 3:23-24 NIV)  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, {24} since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

(1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 NIV)  Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, {12} so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

(2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 NIV)  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. {7} For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, {8} nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. {9} We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. {10} For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." {11} We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. {12} Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. {13} And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. {14} If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. {15} Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.
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