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QUESTIONS:
· Do you know someone who is a very domineering person?

· How could this person’s dominant traits be helpful to others?

· How can this person’s dominant traits be harmful to others?

· What are some of the ways this person dominates others?

· Why do people feel the need to dominate and control others?

· Is it possible that some people who are very controlling of others do so without being consciously aware of their methods?

SCRIPTURE:

(Ecclesiastes 7:19 NIV)  Wisdom makes one wise man more powerful than ten rulers in a city.

(Ecclesiastes 8:1 NIV)  Who is like the wise man? Who knows the explanation of things? Wisdom brightens a man's face and changes its hard appearance.

(Ecclesiastes 8:9 NIV)  All this I saw, as I applied my mind to everything done under the sun. There is a time when a man lords it over others to his own hurt.

· Who would seem to have more power; one wise man or ten Kings or rulers? 

· What answer is given in verse 19?

· In contrast to the wise man, there is a description of another type person in 8:9. What is the person doing in verse 9?

· What does it mean to lord it over others to their own hurt?

· Do you know anyone who lords it over others to his own (or to their) hurt?

· Why do some people lord it over others to their own hurt?

· Where does this activity take place...

...is it limited to dictators in the Middle East?

...or have you seen it take place in the business world?

...can this happen in the church?

...does it occur in a family?

...has this taken place among children toward the new kid on the block?

· In the long term, what can happen to this person’s control over others if they do not change? (People begin to avoid them altogether...it becomes difficult to dominate in a vacuum. Also, although people who lord it over others seem to have power and control over others, we will investigate Scripture to see if their power is real or perceived as well as the cost of such “power”.)

· Could the brightened face, changed from its “hard appearance”  in 8:1 be that of the person who lords it over others to everyone’s hurt but learns wisely to change their behavior?

Is this issue of people controlling others a serious matter or should we discount it simply as a personality quirk? 

Consider God’s perspective on the matter.

(Psalms 12 NIV)  For the director of music. According to sheminith. A psalm of David. Help, LORD, for the godly are no more; the faithful have vanished from among men. {2} Everyone lies to his neighbor; their flattering lips speak with deception. {3} May the LORD cut off all flattering lips and every boastful tongue {4} that says, "We will triumph with our tongues; we own our lips --who is our master?" {5} "Because of the oppression of the weak and the groaning of the needy, I will now arise," says the LORD. "I will protect them from those who malign them." {6} And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times. {7} O LORD, you will keep us safe and protect us from such people forever. {8} The wicked freely strut about when what is vile is honored among men.

· According to verse 4, how do these people want to relate to others? (They want no master...they feel superior, dominant; they want to be the ones in control rather than the ones being controlled.)

· How are their methods described in verses 1-4? (They lie, flatter and deceive {v.2}; they boast that no one is their master and that they will triumph with their communication powers, over which they retain absolute control {vs. 3,4}.)

· Would you consider the way they interact with others the behavior of a controlling person?

· According to verse 5, someone is apparently paying a price for the behavior of the people in verses 1-4; how are the people in verse 5 described and what does God say He will do on their behalf in verses 5 and 7? (Weak and needy...God will protect them from those who malign them.)

· On the basis of these verses, what do we learn about...

...people who try to control others? (They want to dominate others.)

...the type of people they try to control? (They dominate those who are weaker and defenseless.)

...how God feels about the people who try to lord it over others? God is directly opposed to them...as a matter of fact...
(2 Thessalonians 1:6-7 NIV)  God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you {7} and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. 
· What does the third word in verse 6 say God’s motivation is for His response to those who lord it over others?

· What “reward” does He have for those who trouble and lord it over others?

WHY DO PEOPLE TRY TO CONTROL OTHERS?
(Psalms 52:1-7 NIV)  For the director of music. A maskil of David. When Doeg the Edomite had gone to Saul and told him: "David has gone to the house of Ahimelech." Why do you boast of evil, you mighty man? Why do you boast all day long, you who are a disgrace in the eyes of God? {2} Your tongue plots destruction; it is like a sharpened razor, you who practice deceit. {3} You love evil rather than good, falsehood rather than speaking the truth. Selah {4} You love every harmful word, O you deceitful tongue! {5} Surely God will bring you down to everlasting ruin: He will snatch you up and tear you from your tent; he will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah {6} The righteous will see and fear; they will laugh at him, saying, {7} "Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by destroying others!"

· According to verse 7, what source of strength did this person decline?

· According to the same verse, what basis did they choose for their strength instead of God? (Their wealth and destruction of others.)

· According to verses 2-4, what is their “tool” for destroying others? (Their tongue.)

· What is God’s assessment of this type of person in verse 1?

· What is the immediate future and ultimate destiny God plans for them in verse 5? 

 (Proverbs 28:26 NIV)  He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe.

· Scripture makes it clear that people who lord it over others trust in themselves, specifically in the strength they derive from controlling and thereby hurting others. How is this type of self-reliant person described in this verse?

· What is the alternative to trusting in one’s self? (Walking in wisdom.)

· The Scriptural alternative to lording it over and controlling others is called walking in wisdom. During the Table Time we will explore what the Bible means by walking in wisdom in contrast to lording it over others.

· People who lord it over others hurt others as well as themselves. (Eccl. 8:9)

· God said those who control others are a disgrace. (Ps.52:1)

· God promises protection for the oppressed from those who malign them. (Ps. 12:7)

· God promises trouble now (2 Thes. 1:6) and everlasting ruin (Ps. 52:5) to those who derive their strength from destroying others.

(Ecclesiastes 9:13-18 NIV)  I also saw under the sun this example of wisdom that greatly impressed me: {14} There was once a small city with only a few people in it. And a powerful king came against it, surrounded it and built huge siegeworks against it. {15} Now there lived in that city a man poor but wise, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But nobody remembered that poor man. {16} So I said, "Wisdom is better than strength." But the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are no longer heeded. {17} The quiet words of the wise are more to be heeded than the shouts of a ruler of fools. {18} Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.

· Two kinds of people with two different motives toward others are portrayed in this analogy; who are they and how would you describe their respective motives? (A powerful king who was trying to invade and conquer the people in a small city and a poor wise man who was trying to save the people in the city.)

· How did the king want to relate to the people in the city? (He wanted them to be his subjects...he wanted to rule over them.) 

· How would you categorize his motives? (Selfish.)

· What did the poor wise man want for the people in the city? (He wanted to save their lives.) 

· How would you label the motive of the poor wise man? (More interested in others than himself.)

(Philippians 2:3-4 NIV)  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. {4} Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

· Which of the two men in Ecclesiastes do these two verses describe?

· Would you consider this motivation to be the opposite of that of a person seeking to lord it over others?

 (Luke 22:24-26 NIV)  Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. {25} Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. {26} But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.

· Were the disciples looking for an opportunity to serve others...considering them better than themselves, or does it appear they were looking for their chance to lord it over someone?

· Addressing their obvious desire for greatness by ruling over others, what did Jesus tell them about true greatness in verses 25 and 26?

· For those of us who have difficulty understanding how the greatest is always the one who serves,  consider again the verses in Ecclesiastes 9. Which was the greater man, the ruler trying to invade the city or the poor wise man who saved them?

(Mark 9:33-35 NIV)  They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" {34} But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. {35} Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all."

· Although this is the same issue with the disciples recorded in another gospel, it is an account of a separate event. The preceding event was at the Last Supper in Jerusalem; this took place in Capernaum. Notice that in both cases there is an argument or dispute about who is the greatest, a telltale sign of the wrong motive. 

· Once again, what did Jesus say was the true test of greatness?

(Matthew 20:20-28 NIV)  Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. {21} "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." {22} "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered. {23} Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." {24} When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. {25} Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. {26} Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, {27} and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- {28} just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

· It appears that if “at first you do not succeed, then get your mother to try!” Same question...third separate incident. What did James’ and John’s mother ask Jesus to do?

· How did the other disciples react to this request in verse 24? (Same telltale sign of wrong motives...)

· Notice that she is not alone: when Jesus asked the question in verse 22, the reply is “We can,”...they are standing right there letting their mother do this! 

· Once again, how does Jesus answer in verses 25-28?

(2 Thessalonians 1:6-7a NIV)  God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you {7} and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. 

 (From the OPENING TIME) God’s motivation for action was justice. Even though He does not want us to administer the trouble, 

(“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. Rom. 12:19), 

we will see in the next Scriptures that He does want us to have the same motivation.  

 (Micah 6:8 NIV)  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

· How are we to act?

· What are we to love? 

· How is mercy the opposite of lording it over someone? (Mercy offers forgiveness, rather than stepping on the fallen.)

· How are we to walk?

 (Zechariah 7:9-10 NIV)  "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. {10} Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.'

· What are we to administer?

· What are we to demonstrate to each other? (Mercy and compassion.) 

· Why (how) are mercy and compassion the opposite of lording it over someone?

· What are we not to do (v. 10)?

(Mark 12:33 NIV)  To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."

· How would loving our neighbor as ourselves make it difficult for us to lord it over them? (The two actions cannot coexist.)

(Romans 12:3 NIV)  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

(Romans 12:10 NIV)  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

· How are we to think of ourselves according to verse 3?

· Have you ever truly honored someone above yourself (using the faith God gave you to do so)? 

· How do people begin to respond to us when we demonstrate we are devoted to them in love and honor them above ourselves?

BOTTOM LINE:
Which best describes you:
...someone who lords it over others to their hurt, or

...someone who considers others as better than yourself, looking not only to your own interests, 
but also to theirs?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

Is That All There Is? Part 12, page 5

