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March 30 was the first day of Passover in 2010. What is Passover? What is the account of the first Passover? It is the event that culminated the struggle between God and a hard-hearted Pharaoh over the Israelites. God delivered the Israelites from their bondage of slavery in Egypt. 
Commonly considered a Jewish holiday, many do not realize the relationship between Passover and Christianity. In order to consider that relationship we will look at Scriptures, as well as excerpts of one of C. H. Spurgeon’s sermons delivered in the London Borough of Southwark on December 2, 1855. (Copied with permission from www.spurgeon.org) To begin his sermon, Spurgeon references 1 Corinthians 5:7 "For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.", and then spends the rest of the sermon observing the role of Jesus Christ as “The Lamb of God”.
Background of the First Passover

(Exodus 3:10, 15 NIV)  So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." 
{15} God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

(Exodus 3:19 NIV)  But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him.

· God told Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. He also told him the king of Egypt would resist their leaving.
(Exodus 4:22-23 NIV)  {22} Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, {23} and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may worship me." But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.'"

· The struggle of firstborns. In the first Passover, God would save His firstborn and Pharaoh would lose his firstborn. By lesson’s end, we will see the price God’s firstborn paid in His last Passover.
So God brought against Egypt several plagues…the plague of blood, the plague of frogs, the plague of gnats, the plague of flies, the plague on the livestock, the plague of boils, the plague of hail, the plague of locusts, and the plague of darkness…and Pharaoh’s heart was still hard, saying to Moses: 
(Exodus 10:28-29 NIV)  {28} Pharaoh said to Moses, "Get out of my sight! Make sure you do not appear before me again! The day you see my face you will die." {29} "Just as you say," Moses replied, "I will never appear before you again."

But Moses didn’t leave before telling Pharaoh what God had told him:

(Exodus 11:4-8 NIV)  {4} So Moses said, “This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. {5} Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. {6} There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. {7} But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.’ Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. {8} All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will leave.” Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.

God gave Moses and Aaron instructions for the Israelites:

(Exodus 12:1-14 NIV)  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, {2} “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. {3} Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. {4} If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. {5} The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. {6} Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. {7} Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. {8} That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 
· What were the people instructed to take and set aside from the 10th to the 14th day? 

· What were they to do with the lambs on the 14th day?

· What was to be done with the blood of the lamb?

· What was to be done with the meat?

(1 Corinthians 5:7 NLT)  Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.

· What is Jesus Christ called in this verse?

Spurgeon said of Christ, our Passover Lamb…

Search natural history through, and though you will find other emblems which set forth different characteristics of his nature, and admirably display him to our souls, yet there is none which seems so appropriate to the person of our beloved Lord as that of the Lamb. A child would at once perceive the likeness between a lamb and Jesus Christ, so gentle and innocent, so mild and harmless, neither hurting others, nor seeming to have the power to resent an injury.

Come, let us keep the Passover this night, and think of the night when the Lord delivered us out of Egypt. Let us behold our Saviour Jesus as the Paschal Lamb on which we feed; yea, let us not only look at him as such, but let us sit down to-night at his table, let us eat of his flesh and drink of his blood; for his flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. In holy solemnity let our hearts approach that ancient supper; let us go back to Egypt's darkness, and by holy contemplation behold, instead of the destroying angel, the angel of the covenant, at the head of the feast,—"the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world." (John 1:29)

It was a lamb without blemish. A blemished lamb, if it had the smallest speck of disease, the least wound, would not have been allowed for a Passover. The priest would not have suffered it to be slaughtered, nor would God have accepted the sacrifice at his hands. It must be a lamb without blemish. And was not Jesus Christ even such from his birth? Unblemished, born of the pure virgin Mary, begotten of the Holy Ghost, without a taint of sin; his soul was pure, and spotless as the driven snow, white, clear, perfect; and his life was the same. In him was no sin. He took our infirmities and bore our sorrows on the cross. He was in all points tempted as we are, but there was that sweet exception, "yet without sin." A lamb without blemish. Ye who have known the Lord, who have tasted of his grace, who have held fellowship with him, doth not your heart acknowledge that he is a lamb without blemish? Can ye find any fault with your Saviour? And, in any respect, can you find in him any blemish? Ah, no! He is the unblemished lamb, the pure, the spotless, the immaculate, "the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world;" and in him there is no sin.

(Exodus 12:9-12 Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts. {10} Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. {11} This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. {12} “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. {13} The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. {14} “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance.

· What did the blood accomplish for the Israelites?

(Exodus 12:26-33 NIV)  And when your children ask you, 'What does this ceremony mean to you?' {27} then tell them, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.'" Then the people bowed down and worshiped. {28} The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. {29} At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. {30} Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. {31} During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. {32} Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me." {33} The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!"

· What do you think would have happened if any of the Israelites said, “Blood on the door?!? That’s barbaric sounding…I’m not gonna do it!”? 

· How do you think the oldest child would feel if he heard his Father or Mother refusing to do as Moses directed?

Of the blood and the night of the Passover Spurgeon said…

Ah! See them leaving the land; the shrieks are still heard; the people are busy about their dead. As they go out, a son of Pharaoh is taken away unembalmed, to be buried in one of the pyramids. Presently they see one of their task-master's sons taken away. A happy night for them—when they escape! And do you see, my hearers, a glorious parallel? They had to sprinkle the blood, and also to eat the lamb. Ah! My soul, hast thou e'er had the blood sprinkled on thee? Canst thou say that Jesus Christ is thine? It is not enough to say "he loved the world, and gave his Son," you must say, "He loved me, and gave himself for me." There is another hour coming, dear friends, when we shall all stand before God's bar; and then God will say, "Angel of death, thou once didst smite Egypt's first born; thou knowest thy prey. Unsheath thy sword." I behold the great gathering, you and I are standing amongst them. It is a solemn moment. All men stand in suspense. There is neither hum nor murmur. The very stars cease to shine lest the light should disturb the air by its motion. All is still. God says, "Has thou sealed those that are mine?" "I have," says Gabriel; "they are sealed by blood every one of them." Then saith he next, "Sweep with thy sword of slaughter! Sweep the Earth! And send the unclothed, the unpurchased, the unwashed ones to the pit." Oh! How shall we feel beloved, when for a moment we see that angel flap his wings? He is just about to fly, "But," will the doubt cross our minds "perhaps he will come to me?" Oh! No; we shall stand and look the angel full in his face. 

If we have the blood on us, we shall see the angel coming, we shall smile at him; we shall dare to come even to God's face and say, 

"Great God! I'm clean! Through Jesus' blood, I'm clean!"

We derive benefit from the death of Christ in two modes: first, by having his blood sprinkled on us for our redemption; secondly, by our eating his flesh for food, regeneration and sanctification.
If they had not consumed the lamb, but had reserved some of it, then the sword of the angel would have found the heart out as well as that of any other man. Oh! Dear hearer, you may think you have the blood sprinkled, you may think you are just; but if you do not live on Christ as well as by Christ, you will never be saved by the Paschal Lamb. 

When Jesus Christ said, "except ye eat my flesh, and drink my blood, ye have no life in you," there were some that said, "This is a hard saying, who can heart it?" and many from that time went back—and walked no more with him. They could not understand him; but, Christian, dost thou not understand it? Is not Jesus Christ thy daily food? 
What the Christian lives on is not Christ's righteousness, but Christ; he does not live on Christ's pardon, but on Christ; and on Christ he lives daily, on nearness to Christ. Oh! I do love Christ- preaching. It is not the doctrine of justification that does my heart good, it is Christ, the justifier; it is not pardon that so much makes the Christian's heart rejoice, it is Christ the pardoner; it is not election that I love half so much as my being chosen in Christ ere worlds began; ay! it is not final perseverance that I love so much as the thought that in Christ my life is hid, and that since he gives unto his sheep eternal life, they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of his hand. Take care, Christian, to eat the Paschal Lamb and nothing else. 
In Jesus as well as by Jesus we live. Now, dear friends, in coming to this table, we will keep the Paschal Supper. Once more, by faith, we will eat the Lamb, by holy trust we will come to a crucified Saviour, and feed on his blood, and righteousness, and atonement.
And now, in concluding, let me ask you, are you hoping to be saved my friends? One says, "Well, I don't hardly know; I hope to saved, but I do not know how." 
Do you know, you imagine I tell you a fiction, when I tell you that people are hoping to be saved by works, but it is not so, it is a reality. In travelling through the country I meet with all sorts of characters, but most frequently with self-righteous persons. How often do I meet with a man who thinks himself quite godly because he attends the church once on a Sunday, and who thinks himself quite righteous because he belongs to the Establishment; as a churchman said to me the other day, "I am a rigid churchman." "I am glad of that," I said to him… There are many persons like that in the world. 
Another says, "I believe I shall be saved. I don't owe anybody anything; I have never been a bankrupt; I pay everybody twenty shillings in the pound; I never get drunk; and if I wrong anybody at any time, I try to make up for it by giving a pound a year to such-and-such a society; I am as religious as most people; and I believe I shall be saved." That will not do. It is as if some old Jew had said, "We don't want the blood on the lintel, we have got a mahogany lintel; we don't want the blood on the door-post, we have a mahogany door-post." Ah! Whatever it was, the angel would have smitten it if it had not had the blood upon it. You may be as righteous as you like: if you have not the blood sprinkled, all the goodness of your door-posts and lintels will be of no avail whatever. 
"Yes," says another, "I am not trusting exactly there. I believe it is my duty to be as good as I can; but then I think Jesus Christ's mercy will make up the rest. I try to be as righteous as circumstances allow; and I believe that whatever deficiencies there may be, Christ will make them up." That is as if a Jew had said, "Child, bring me the blood," and then, when that was brought, he had said, "bring me a ewer of water;" and then he had taken it and mixed it together, and sprinkled the door-post with it. Why, the angel would have smitten him as well as anyone else, for it is blood, blood, blood, blood! that saves. It is not blood mixed with the water of our poor works; it is blood, blood, blood, blood! and nothing else. And the only way of salvation is by blood. For, without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. have precious blood sprinkled upon you, my hearers; trust in precious blood; let your hope be in a salvation sealed with an atonement of precious blood, and you are saved. But having no blood, or having blood mixed with anything else, thou art damned as thou art alive—for the angel shall slay thee, however good and righteous thou mayest be.
Jesus approaches His Passover sacrifice…
(Matthew 26:1-5 NIV)  When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, {2} "As you know, the Passover is two days away--and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified." 

· What is two days away?

· What did Jesus say would happen to Him?

Two days later at the Passover meal…
(Matthew 26:26-51 NIV)  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

· What did the Israelites do with the lambs they slaughtered? (Ate them.)

· What did Jesus say the bread was and what did He tell them to do?

{27} Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. {28} This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. {29} I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

· What did the blood of the lamb do for the Israelites?

· What did Jesus say the fruit of the vine in the cup was and what did He tell them to do with the cup? Why was it poured out?

What is the ‘blood of the covenant Jesus was talking about?

(Hebrews 8:6-9 NIV)  But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises. {7} For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. {8} But God found fault with the people and said : "The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. {9} It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.

(Hebrews 8:13 NIV)  By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.

· What did God do with the first covenant?

· Who is the mediator of the new covenant?

(Hebrews 9:14-15 NIV)  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! {15} For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.

· Because of the blood of Christ what will those who are called receive?

· How are those who are called, called? The Israelites put the blood on the door as their sign of being called. The blood on the Israelites’ door showed their covenant with God. Our sign of being called also involves a door:

(Revelation 3:20 NIV)  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.
· Who is at the door and who is He calling?

· How does a person ‘become one of the called’? (Open the door and let Jesus in.)

· When He comes in, what will He do? (Have another Last Supper…this time with us.)

More on the Old Covenant and the New Covenant…
(Jeremiah 31:31-37 NIV)  "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 

· What did God say He would make?

{32} It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, " declares the LORD. 

· What did God say this new covenant would not be like?

· Which ‘old’ covenant was God referring to? Why was it going to be annulled?

How did God plan to implement this new covenant? Isaiah records the following prophecy over 700 years before Jesus Christ was crucified…

(Isaiah 42:1-7 NIV)  "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. {2} He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. {3} A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; {4} he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope." {5} This is what God the LORD says-- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: {6} "I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, {7} to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.

· What did God say His servant would do in verse 6?

(Isaiah 49:5-6 NIV)  And now the LORD says-- he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength-- {6} he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."
· What did God tell the mediator of the covenant he would do in addition to restoring the tribes of Jacob and bringing back those of Israel He had kept?

Isaiah prophesied details of the manner and purpose of the death of the mediator of the new covenant…

(Isaiah 53:3-12 NIV)  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. {4} Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. {5} But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

· Who, and for what, did Isaiah say He would be pierced and crushed? (Our transgressions and our iniquities.)

{6} We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

· What would God lay on Him? (Our iniquity.)

· Why? (Because we ‘went astray’.)

{7} He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
· Like a what?
{8} By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. {9} He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

(Matthew 27:57-60 NIV)  As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. {58} Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. {59} Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, {60} and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.

{10} Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

· Whose will was it to do this to Him?

{11} After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

· What will the knowledge of Him do for many?

{12} Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. (Jesus quoted this in Luke 22:37) For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

· Finally, what did Isaiah say His death would do? (Make intercession for the transgressors.)

(1 Peter 1:18-20 NIV)  For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, {19} but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. {20} He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.

· How does verse 19 say we are redeemed?
 (Revelation 5:5-13 NIV)  Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." {6} Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. {7} He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. {8} And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. {9} And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. {10} You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." {11} Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. {12} In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" {13} Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"
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